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Public  Health  Department, 
Crown  Mansions,  41 Union  Street, 
Aberdeen,  2>Qth  April,  1929. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 

and 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1928.  The  Report 
has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work,  the  year  under  review  has  been  a 

very  busy  one. 

1 have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
valuable  services  rendered  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Staff. 


REPORT. 


COMPLAINTS. 

Undernoted  is  a tabular  statement  regarding  the  number  of  complaints  received, 
all  of  which  were  attended  to  : — 


(a)  Choked  or  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences, 

Complaints 

received. 

804 

No  action 
necessary. 

161 

(b)  Dampness,  ........ 

107 

25 

(c)  Want  of  cleanliness,  ...... 

281 

123 

(d)  Overcrowding^  ....... 

232 

59 

(i e ) Dwellings  infested  with  vermin,  .... 

281 

67 

(/)  Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  domestic  animals, 

132 

39 

(g)  Offensive  smells,  ....... 

156 

92 

( h ) Accumulations  of  refuse,  ..... 

180 

23 

(i)  Structural  repairs,  ....... 

1,185 

43 

( j ) Other, 

141 

61 

3,499 

693 

The  total  number  of  complaints  were  3,499,  as  compared  with  3,377  in  the 
previous  year.  As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
complaints  referred  to  the  need  for  structural  repairs. 

DE  AIN  AGE. 

During  the  year,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  12  properties  were 
examined  and  found  defective.  The  owners  of  these  houses  were  called  upon  to 
carry  out  the  alterations  necessary  in  order  to  put  the  premises  in  accordance  with 
modern  requirements.  In  10  cases,  the  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  7 properties,  in  connection  with  which  notices  were  served  in  the  previous 
year,  the  necessary  alterations  were  completed  in  the  course  of  the  past  year. 
Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (A). 
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The  number  of  choked  drains  was  1,056,  as  compared  with  1,106  in  the  previous 
year;  while  the  number  of  choked  w.c.’s  was  184,  as  compared  with  161.  In  no  case 
was  it  found  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  a 
house  proprietor  for  failure  to  clear  out  a choked  drain  or  w.c. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a large  percentage 
of  such  chokages  is  due  to  improper  usage  on  the  part  of  the  tenants.  Several  years 
ago  the  Department  introduced  the  policy  of  sending  letters  of  warning  to  the  tenants 
in  all  cases  where  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  chokage  was  due  to  wilful 
interference  or  improper  use.  During  the  year,  164  letters  were  sent,  as  compared 
with  238  in  the  previous  year. 

In  the  Report  for  1927  it  was  stated  with  regard  to  complaints  which  had  been 
received  in  previous  years  regarding  the  offensive  state  of  Newlands  Bum — a burn 
which  received  the  sewage  from  a considerable  number  of  houses  situated  within 
the  Aberdeen  District  of  the  County — that  thirty-two  properties,  comprising  62 
separate  dwellings,  have  now  been  connected  with  the  new  sewers.  During  the 
past  year,  two  properties  were  similarly  connected.  There  still  remain  a few 
properties  to  be  dealt  with,  but  from  none  of  these  does  the  sewage  discharge  direct 
into  the  burn. 

The  district  in  which  these  houses  are  situated  has  now  been  made  into  a Special 
Scavenging  and  Lighting  District,  with  the  result  that  adequate  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse.  Complaints  have,  in 
the  past,  been  received  from  residents  in  the  City  regarding  the  nuisance  caused  by 
the  deposit  of  refuse  from  these  houses. 

Fishers'  Squares , Footdee. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  in 
these  Squares. 

Water-closets  and  Sinks. 

Four  additional  water-closets  were  provided  during  the  year,  and  8 privies  were 
replaced  by  water-closets.  Two  additional  sinks  were  also  fitted  up.  As  stated  in 
previous  reports,  there  are  a number  of  dwelling-houses  situated  in  the  outskirts  of 
the  City  in  which  there  are  no  sewers.  Water  mains  have,  however,  recently  been 
laid  in  some  of  these  districts,  and,  in  such  cases,  notices  have  been  served  upon  the 
owners  calling  upon  them  to  construct  cesspools  and  to  provide  water-closets  and 
sinks. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses. 

The  following  table,  furnished  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Gardner,  Director  of  Housing, 
shows  the  number  of  houses  contracted  for,  completed,  and  under  construction 
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under  the  Corporation  Housing  Schemes  since  1919,  as  also  the  number  of  houses 


(1)  No.  of  houses  contracted  for, 


(2)  No.  of  houses  completed, 


(3)  No.  of  houses  under  construction, 


(4)  No.  of  houses  contracted  for  but 
not  commenced  before  31st  Dec., 


(6)  No.  of  such  houses  erected, 


if  a subsidy  as 

at  31st  December  last:  — 

Torrv,  . 

262 

Cattofield, 

# # 

48 

Hilton,  . 

# # 

300 

Smithfield, 

• , 

40 

Slum  Clearance, 

96 

Hilton  and 

Catto- 

field,  . 

# , 

1,000 

Pittodrie, 

. 

248 

1,994 

Torry,  . 

, . 

262 

Cattofield, 

, . 

48 

Hilton,  . 

300 

Smithfield, 

. , 

40 

Slum  Clearance, 

96 

Hilton  and 

Catto- 

field,  . 

• • 

476 

Pittodrie, 

• 

44 

1,266 

r Hilton  and 

Catto- 

field,  . 

. , 

524 

Pittodrie, 

• 

168 

692 

Pittodrie, 

36 

— 

1,994 

by  private  enterprise  with  the 

l Acts,  1923  and  1924, 

• 

808 

633 

Since  the  close  of  last  year  and  up  to  30th  April,  320  houses  have  been  com- 
pleted at  Hilton  and  Cattofield  and  at  Pittodrie. 

All  the  houses  erected  or  proposed  to  be  erected  under  the  Housing  Schemes 
are  of  a size  not  exceeding  four  rooms. 

Of  thei  633  houses  erected  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy,  170  contained  more  than 

four  rooms. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  following  informa- 
tion regarding  the  number  of  houses  built,  inclusive  of  houses  erected  under  the 
Housing  (Financial  Assistance  to  Builders)  Scheme  (Scotland),  1920; — ■ 
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Houses  Erected  Without  Houses  Erected  With 

Subsidy.  Subsidy. 


Total  No.  of 
Dwelling-houses. 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 
and  under. 

Total  No.  of 
Dwelling-houses. 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 
and  under. 

1919,  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1920,  . 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

1921,  . 

3 

3 

27 

9 

1922,  . 

8 

Nil 

21 

8 

1923,  . 

34 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

1924,  . 

53 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1925,  . 

39 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1926,  . 

19 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

1927,  . 

45 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

1928,  . 

38 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals, 

240 

84 

49 

17 

During  1928,  the  plans  of  64  non-subsidy  houses — 50  of  which  consisted  of 
houses  of  more  than  four  rooms — were  approved,  but  the  erection  of  none  of  these 
houses  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses,  inclusive 
of  96  dwelling-houses  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme,  erected  in  Aberdeen 
during  the  period  1919-28  was  2,188,  and  of  these  358  contained  more  than  four 
rooms. 

From  1919  to  1926,  the  number  of  houses  erected  was  922,  being  an 
average  of  about  115  houses  per  year.  The  number  of  houses  erected  in 
1927  was  539,  while  the  number  during  1928  was  727.  For  the  last  two 
years,  therefore,  the  average  number  of  houses  erected  was  633. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  692  houses  under  construction,  and  36 
houses  had  been  contracted  for,  although  their  erection  had  not  at  that  time  been 
commenced.  Since  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council  have  resolved  to  erect  392 
two-roomed  dwellings  at  School  Road  and  160  houses  of  the  two-apartment  and 
104  houses  of  the  three-apartment  type  on  ground  recently  purchased  at  Ruthrie- 
ston.  It  will  accordingly  be  seen  that  the  erection  of  an  additional  656  houses — 
552  of  which  will  consist  of  two  rooms — has  been  agreed  on.  This  will  help  to 
overcome  the  great  shortage  of  houses. 

The  two-roomed  houses  presently  being  erected  at  Pittodrie  are  let  at  6s.  6d. 
per  week,  inclusive  of  rates,  and  experience  has  proved  that  this  sum  is  about  the 
maximum  which  can  be  paid  by  those  most  urgently  in  need  of  houses.  The  Town 
Council  have  therefore  wisely  resolved  that  552  of  the  houses  about  to  be  erected 
will  consist  of  two  rooms,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  these  houses  will  be  capable  of 
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being  let  at  approximately  the  same  rental  as  the  Pittodrie  houses.  At  the  same 
time  it  has  to  be  kept  in  mind  that  there  are  a large  number  of  householders  in  the 
City  who  are  living  under  badly  overcrowded  conditions,  whose  households  are  too 
large  for  a two-roomed  house,  and  whose  means  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
type  of  three-roomed  house  which  has  so  far  been  erected  in  the  City.  The  rental 
of  the  cheapest  three-roomed  house  provided  under  any  of  the  housing  schemes 
is  £22,  exclusive  of  rates,  with  the  exception  of  40  three-roomed  houses  erected 
to  provide  accommodation  for  the  displaced  tenants  in  the  slum  areas.  The  rental 
of  the  last-mentioned  three-roomed  houses  is  7s.  6d.  per  week,  inclusive  of  rates. 
With  the  reduction  of  the  housing  subsidies,  which  will  affect  all  houses  the  erection 
of  which  is  not  completed  before  30th  September  next,  it  may  not  be  possible  to 
let  the  additional  three-roomed  houses  at  so  low  a rental. 

As  indicative  of  the  most  urgent  housing  needs  of  the  City,  I found  that, 
when  on  the  instructions  of  the  Housing  Committee  I examined  all  the 
applications  (2,395  in  number)  for  the  248  two-roomed  houses,  no  fewer 
than  170  of  the  applicants  required  three-roomed  houses  before  the  over- 
crowding or  “mixing  of  sexes”  in  their  households  could  be  abated.  In 
three  cases  the  overcrowding  was  to  the  extent  of  5 adults,  in  seven  cases 
4^  adults,  in  fourteen  cases  4 adults,  and  in  twenty-five  cases  31  adults.  In 
28  of  these  cases  the  household  income  was  under  £3,  the  average  being 
£2  6s.  6d.,  while  the  average  number  of  adult  persons  in  the  household  was 
eight.  In  38  cases  the  income  was  under  £4,  the  average  being  £3  9s.  4d., 
while  the  average  number  of  adults  in  the  household  was  eight.  In  57 
cases,  the  income  was  under  £5,  the  average  being  £4  10s.,  while  the  average 
number  of  adults  in  the  household  was  eight.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that 
the  rental  of  the  three-roomed  houses  erected  at  Torry,  Hilton,  and  Catto- 
field  are  beyond  the  means  of  these  applicants. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  conditions  under  which  some  of 
these  applicants  are  meantime  living  : — 

(1)  In  one  sub-let  partly  furnished  room  there  are  father,  mother,  two 
sons  (aged  respectively  5 and  3 years),  and  four  daughters  (aged  respectively 
13,  11,  9,  and  7 years),  a total  of  6 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  1 
adult  only.  Two  sons  (aged  respectively  22  and  16  years)  sleep  out.  House- 
holder is  a carter,  and  the  total  household  income  is  £4  2s.  per  week. 

(2)  In  a one-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  four  sons  (aged 
respectively  19,  14,  5,  and  3 years),  and  three  daughters  (aged  respectively  22, 
17,  and  2/52  years),  a total  of  7\  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  3 
adults  only.  Householder  is  a seaman  and  earns  approximately  £2  12s.  6d.  weekly. 
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(3)  In  a one-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  five  sons  (aged 
respectively  15,  8,  5,  2,  and  2/52  years),  and  three  daughters  (aged  respectively 
19,  13,  and  4 years),  a total  of  7\  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  3 
adults.  Householder  is  a labourer,  and  total  income  is,  approximately,  £3  12s.  6d. 
weekly. 

(4)  In  a one-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  three  sons  (aged 
respectively  17,  5,  and  2 years),  and  five  daughters  (aged  respectively  14,  10,  2, 
2/12,  and  2/12  years),  a total  of  7\  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  3 
adults  only.  Householder  is  a window  cleaner,  and  the  total  income  is  £2  weekly. 

(5)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  three  sons  (aged 

respectively  15,  11,  and  7 years),  and  five  daughters  (aged  respectively  20,  18,  13, 
5,  and  1-4/12  years),  a total  of  8J  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for 
4 adults  only.  Householder  is  a dock  labourer,  and  the  total  income  is  £4  12s. 
per  week. 

(6)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  two  sons  (aged 
respectively  18  and  14  years),  and  seven  daughters  (aged  respectively  20,  16,  10, 
7,  5,  3,  and  7/12  years),  a total  of  9 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for 
4 adults  only.  Householder  is  a fish  market  porter,  and  the  total  income  is 
£4  19s.  6d.  per  week. 

(7)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  three  sons  (aged 

respectively  17,  13,  and  9 years),  and  five  daughters  (aged  respectively  15,  7,  5, 
3,  and  1-8/12  years),  a total  of  7\  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  3£ 
adults  only.  In  addition,  a son,  aged  18  years,  is  meantime  in  the  City  Hospital 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Householder  is  a painter,  and  the  total  weekly  income 
is  £4  8s.  3d. 

(8)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  one  son  (aged  13 

years),  and  six  daughters  (aged  respectively  18,  17,  15,  10,  8,  and  4 years),  a 

total  of  8 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  4 adults  only.  House- 
holder is  a,  labourer,  and  the  total  weekly  income  is  £4. 

(9)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  five  sons  (aged 
respectively  17,  14,  13,  9,  and  1 years),  and  two  daughters  (aged  respectively  17  and 
11  years),  a total  of  8 adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  4 adults  only. 
Householder  is  a marine  engineer,  and  the  total  weekly  income  is  £4  10s. 

(10)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  four  daughters 
(aged  respectively  21,  14,  9,  and  1 years),  and  three  sons  (aged  respectively  18,  12, 
and  4 years),  a total  of  7J  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  3J  adults 
only.  Householder  is  a rivetter,  and  the  total  weekly  income  is  £3  0s.  6d. 

(11)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  eight  daughters 
(aged  respectively  25,  20,  16,  12,  11,  9,  7,  and  4 years),  and  three  sons  (age^ 
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respectively  12,  5,  and  2 years),  a total  of  10 J adults,  whereas  there  is  accom- 
modation for  6J  adults  only.  Householder  is  a granite  worker,  and  the  total 
weekly  income  is  £4  10s. 

(12)  In  a two-roomed  house  there  are  father,  mother,  four  sons  (aged 
respectively  16,  13,  11,  and  2 years),  and  five  daughters  (aged  respectively  24,  20, 
18,  9,  and  4 years),  a total  of  9J  adults,  whereas  there  is  accommodation  for  6 
adults  only.  Householder  is  a fireman,  and  the  total  weekly  income  is  £3  6s. 

In  a.  report  submitted  to  the  Town  Council  on  29th  September  last  by  the 
Director  of  Housing,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  was 
stated,  inter  alia,  that — 

(1)  A total  of  some  4,000  new  houses  of  two  and  three  rooms  is  required  to 
meet  the  immediate  housing  requirements  of  the  City,  quite  apart  from 
all  the  housing  development  that  has  already  taken  place; 

(2)  The  houses  should  be  of  a type  capable  of  being  rented  at  £16  18s.  (in- 
clusive of  rates)  per  annum  for  a two-roomed  house,  and  about  £22 
(inclusive  of  rates)  per  annum  for  a three-roomed  house;  and 

(3)  Fifty  per  cent,  of  these  houses  should  be  of  two  rooms  and  50  per  cent,  of 
three  rooms. 

Following  upon  the  submission  of  this  report,  the  Town  Council  have,  as 
already  stated,  resolved  to  erect  656  two-  and  three-roomed  dwellings  of  the  cheaper 
type.  The  shortage  of  houses  is  now  most  acute  at  the  lower  end  of  the  housing 
scale,  and  it  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  provision  of  the  cheaper  type  of  house 
is  now  the  clamant  requirement.  Indeed,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  by  the 
time  the  remainder  of  the  three-roomed  houses  at  Hilton  are  completed,  the  demand 
for  this  type  of  house  will  be  substantially  met.  Opportunity  will  therefore  be 
afforded  of  developing  the  scheme  for  the  erection  of  houses  of  the  cheaper  type. 

Overcrowding . 

Reference  to  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  overcrowded  houses 
which  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department.. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  during  the  past  year,  the  number  of  overcrowded 
houses  discovered  by  the  staff  was  247.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  this  is 
the  largest  number  of  overcrowded  houses  dealt  with  in  any  year  since  1916. 
Prior  to  that  date,  overcrowding  which  could  not  be  abated  was  practically  un- 
known in  the  City.  In  only  38  of  these  houses  has  it  been  possible,  up  to  the 
date  of  writing,  to  abate  the  overcrowding.  The  number  of  houses  where  the 
excess  was  greater  than  two  adults  was  45.  In  one  case  the  excess  was  as  great  as 
6 adults,  while  in  two  cases  the  excess  was  5 adults. 

In  addition,  however,  to  the  247  houses  referred  to,  it  was  found,  while 
measuring  the  houses  of  applicants  for  the  new  houses  in  order  to  ensure  that 
priority  was  given  to  those  living  under  the  worst  overcrowded  conditions,  that  316 
of  these  houses  were  also  overcrowded.  No  official  notices  were,  however,  served 
upon  the  occupiers  of  these  houses. 
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1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

19251926 

19271928 

Totals. 

Houses  measured,  . 

1,640 

1,406 

711 

609 

709 

742 

792 

724 

691 

639 

572 

550 

463 

10,243 

j Number 

found  overcrowded, 

90 

106 

99 

58 

130 

167 

137 

170 

202 

168 

168 

162 

247 

1,904 

Number 

was 

where  overcrowding 
abated, 

89 

98 

82 

42 

66 

78 

49 

41 

64 

29 

39 

49 

38 

764 

Number  where  overcrowd- 
ing was  not  abated, 

1 

8 

17 

16 

64 

89 

88 

1 

129 

138 

139 

129 

m 

209 

1,140 

Number  where  excess  was  not 
more  than  ^ adult, 

22 

32 

18 

12 

16 

27 

18 

' 24 

| 

37 

29 

30 

15 

33 

313 

I)o. 

do.  1 ,, 

27 

41 

50 

18 

53 

54 

48 

49 

54 

49 

51 

40 

69 

603 

Do. 

do.  1^  adults, 

22 

17 

15 

14 

26 

36 

29 

37 

38 

26 

33 

34 

64 

391 

! Do. 

do.  2 ,, 

14 

11 

10 

9 

17 

17 

16 

26 

28 

31 

28 

36 

36 

279 

| Do. 

do.  2£  „ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

15 

10 

12 

19 

11 

8 

10  ! 

16 

120 

Do. 

do.  3 ,, 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

7 

13 

11 

10 

9 

13  ' 

11 

89 

Do. 

do.  3£  ,, 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

T 

4 

2 

8 1 

7 

2 

4 

7 

46 

Do. 

do.  4 ,, 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4 

8 

30 

Do. 

do.  4§  ,, 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

13 

j Do. 

do.  5 ,, 

0 

0 

0 I 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 I 

l 

1 

o 

2 

10 

- 

do.  5£  ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

i ! 

0 

2 

2 i 

0 

7 

Do. 

do.  6 ,, 

°l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Insanitary  Dwellings. 

No  dwellings  were  closed  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
In  1926,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  1,500  insanitary  dwellings  outwith  the 
slum  clearance  areas  which  required  to  be  demolished,  and  alternative  accom- 
modation found  for  the  tenants.  It  has  net,  however,  been  possible  to  deal  with 
any  of  these  insanitary  houses. 

A number  of  vans — the  number  ranging  from  10  to  23 — located  in  a camping 
ground  generally  used  by  showmen  and  travelling  hawkers  are  being  occupied  by 
persons  who  do  not  ordinarily  live  in  vans,  but  who  are  unable  to  find  housing 
accommodation.  Five  shillings  per  week  is  being  charged  for  the  rent  of  the  van. 
The  majority  of  these  vans  are  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition. 

Slum  Clearance  Scheme. 

None  of  the  96  houses  vacated  under  this  scheme  have  yet  been  demolished, 
but  it  is  expected  that  a commencement  will  be  made  on  an  early  date. 

On  18th  March  last,  the  Council  instructed  the  Director  of  Housing  to  prepare 
and  submit  a lay-out  plan  of  the  area  of  ground  lying  to  the  north  of  the  Torry 
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Housing  Scheme,  and  extending  to  20  acres  or  thereby.  The  number  of  houses 
which  still  require  to  be  provided  under  this  scheme  is  222. 

The  96  new  houses  occupied  by  tenants  displaced  from  the  slum  areas  have 
been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  they 
are  being  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  are  being  highly  appreciated  by  the 
occupants. 

Sub -let  Houses. 

Full  particulars  have  been  given  in  previous  Annual  Reports  regarding  the 
number  of  sub-let  houses  in  the  City.  As  the  result  of  a census  of  tenemented 
houses  taken  by  the  staff  in  1926,  it  was  found  that  there  were  1,991  families  living 
in  sub-let  apartments.  From  information  obtained  since  that  date,  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  number  has  materially  increased.  This  is  practically  inevitable, 
as,  so  far,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  provide  accommodation  for  these  sub-let 
tenants  in  the  new  houses  recently  erected.  Preference  was  given  to  those  families 
who  were  living  under  grossly  overcrowded  conditions.  The  result  was  that, 
generally  speaking,  the  conditions  as  regards  overcrowding  in  the  case  of  sub- 
tenants was  not  so  bad  as  in  other  cases.  At  the  same  time,  the  conditions  under 
which  these  sub-tenants  are  living  are  such  as  necessitate  that  adequate  housing 
accommodation  should  be  provided  for  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Not  only 
are  exorbitant  rents  being,  as  a rule,  charged  for  these  sub-let  rooms,  but  the 
sub- let  tenant  has  no  fixity  of  tenure.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  a large  number  of  the  applicants  have  been  married  for  periods  ranging 
up  to  eight  years,  and  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  a house  other  than  a sub-let 
room.  In  some  cases  the  applicants  have  occupied  more  than  half  a dozen  sub-let 
rooms  in  the  course  of  their  married  life. 

Conversion  and  Demolition  of  Existing  Dwelling-houses  for  Business  Purposes,  &c. 

During  the  period  from  23rd  December,  1919,  to  23rd  December,  1921,  the 
Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919,  prohibited,  without  the  permission  in 
writing  of  the  Local  Authority,  any  person  demolishing  in  whole  or  in  part,  or 
using  otherwise  than  as  a dwelling-house,  any  house  which  was  at  3rd  December, 
1919,  reasonably  fit  or  reasonably  capable  without  reconstruction  of  being  rendered 
fit  for  human  habitation.  This  power,  however,  expired  on  23rd  December,  1921, 
and  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  that,  since  that  date,  244 
dwelling-houses,  consisting  almost  without  exception  of  houses  of  three  rooms  or 
less,  have  either  been  demolished  or  have  ceased  to  be  used  as  dwelling-houses.  The 
number  which  ceased  to  be  used  as  dwelling-houses  during  the  past  year  was  27. 
The  conversion  of  west -end  dwelling-houses  into  business  premises  has  been  elimi- 
nated from  this  calculation, 
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Report  Submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  for  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1928,  on  Proceedings  Taken  as  regards  the  Inspec- 
tion, Improvement,  and  Closure  of  Dwelling-Houses. 


A. — Housing  ( Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  ( Scotland ),  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ....  None. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  None. 

considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  None. 

with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  None. 

orders  were  made. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were  None. 

remedied  without  either  the  making  of  closing  orders 
or  the  service  of  notices  under  Section  3 (1)  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925. 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  None. 

closing  orders,  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation. 

B. — Housing  ( Scotland ) Act , 1925. 


1 . N umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  under  Section  3(1). 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  under  Section  3(1). 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  deemed  to  have  become  operative  under 
Section  3 (1). 


4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  3 (2). 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given  under 

Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water-closet  accom- 
modation : — 

(а)  Cases  where  requirement  complied  with  by 
owners. 

(б)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local  Authority 
after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so. 

(c)  Cases  still  pending. 


6.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment  and  ( b ) two 
apartments  for  the  erection  of  which  the  consent  of 
the  Local  Authority  has  been  given  in  terms  of  Section 

111. 


1,520. 

1,497  (including  144  carried  forward 
from  the  previous  year). 

None,  but  three  dwelling-houses  were 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners 
with  the  consent  of  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

None. 


Not  applicable  to  burghs.  Under  a 
local  Act  notices  were  served  in 
three  cases  to  provide  additional 
w.c.  accommodation,  and  in  each 
case  the  required  work  was  carried 
out.  In  seven  cases  carried  forward 
from  the  previous  year  additional 
w.c.  accommodation  was  provided. 
In  no  case  was  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

(a)  None ; (6)  248  dwelling-houses— 
all  in  connection  with  a Housin 
Scheme. 
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C. — Housing , Town  Planning , <kc.  (Scotland)  Act>  1919. 


1.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under 
Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with  water 
supply : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with  by 
owners. 

( b ) Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local  Authority 

after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so. 

( c ) Cases  still  pending. 


Not  applicable  to  burghs.  Power  is 
given  in  a local  Act  to  provide 
sinks,  but  during  the  year  no 
notices  were  served.  In  three  cases 
carried  forward  from  the  previous 
year  additional  sinks  were  provided. 
In  no  case  was  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


Note. — Any  general  information  or  observations  as  to  the  character  of  defects  usually  found  to 
exist,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  overcrowding  was  found  to  prevail  and  the  steps  taken  to  remedy 
it,  or  as  to  the  work  of  inspection  generally,  should  be  entered  in  the  space  below  : — 


The  defects  found  to  exist  consisted  of  want  of  repair  in  regard  to  roof  coverings,  flooring, 
stair-treads  and  balusters,  doors,  fireplaces  and  grates,  and  the  plaster  work  of  walls  and  ceil- 
ings ; also  in  regard  to  defects  in  drainage,  including  defective  w.c.’s  and  sinks,  want  of 
sufficient  ventilation  (unhung  windows,  &c. ),  dampness,  dilapidated  wash-houses  (including 
boilers,  tubs,  &c.),  w.c.  apartments  and  coal  cellars. 

In  addition  to  the  houses  mentioned  in  IB,  a complete  sanitary  survey  was  made  of  151 
houses  in  which  tuberculosis  had  occurred.  In  none  of  these  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to 


serve  formal  notices. 


Structural  Defects  and  Want  of  Repair. 

Particulars  as  to  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.  (B). 

As  has  been  the  practice  for  a number  of  years,  a complete  sanitary  survey  is 
made  of  all  houses  in  which  a case  of  tuberculosis  has  occurred,  or  to  which  a person 
still  suffering  from  that  disease  has  removed. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  such  surveys  was  179. 

All  structural  defects  and  want  of  repair  found  in  these  houses  were  dealt  with. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  sleeping  apartments  and 
to  their  freedom  from  dampness. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  structural  defects  and  want  of 
repair  was  1,185,  as  compared  with  1,062  in  the  previous  year.  In  only  43  of  these 
cases  was  it  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  Inspectors,  in  the 
course  of  the  systematic  inspection  of  their  district,  pay  particular  attention  to  these 
conditions,  with  the  result  that  every  structural  defect  coming  under  their  notice 
is  immediately  dealt  with. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
by  the  Department  in  past  years  in  order  to  secure  that  the  windows  of  all  sleeping 
apartments  can  be  easily  opened  for  purposes  of  ventilation.  The  result  has  been 
that  there  are  now  comparatively  few  windows  which  do  not  comply  with  these 
requirements,  so  that  during  the  year  only  11  sleeping  apartments  required  to  be 
dealt  with.  In  six  cases  it  was  found  that  unsuitable  apartments  were  being  used 
for  sleeping  purposes,  and  after  notices  had  been  served  upon  the  occupants,  the 
apartments  ceased  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

As  can  be  readily  understood,  dampness  is  a frequent  source  of  complaint  in 
the  older  type  of  dwellings,  and  in  this  connection  130  dwellings  were  dealt  with. 
In  55  properties  the  roof  coverings  were  repaired;  in  4,  the  window  rybats  re- 
pointed;  in  7,  the  external  walls  were  reharled  or  otherwise  repaired;  and  in  64, 
other  remedial  measures  were  carried  out. 
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In  the  inspection  of  houses,  careful  attention  is  paid  to  any  want  of  repair. 
During  the  past  year,  the  floors  of  43  dwelling  apartments  were  repaired,  as  were 
also  the  floors  of  164  lobbies  and  stair  landings  (including  stair  steps).  In  181 
dwelling  apartments,  584  lobbies  and  staircases,  222  water-closets,  259  wash-houses, 
and  79  pends,  the  plaster  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  repaired.  The  woodwork 
around  sinks  was  renewed  or  repaired  in  56  houses;  38  defective  chimneys  and  62 
grates  or  fire-places  were  repaired ; while  the  doors  of  dwelling  apartments  were 
renewed  or  repaired  in  66  cases. 

As  was  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  was  found  that  proprietors  are  prone  to 
allow  wash-houses,  w.c.’s,  and  cellars  to  fall  into  a state  of  disrepair. 

I have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a considerable  amount  of  the 
want  of  repair  in  a number  of  houses  is  due  to  carelessness  or  malicious  mischief. 
During  the  year,  538  windows  or  roof-lights  were  reglazed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Department,  as  compared  with  556  in  the  previous  year,  and  735  in  1926.  In  a 
great  many  cases  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  culprits.  It  is  common  knowledge 
that  frequently  the  damage  is  not  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their  families,  but  is 
the  result  of  malicious  mischief  on  the  part  of  young  persons  in  the  district.  In 
other  cases,  however,  the  damage  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their 
families.  In  25  cases,  letters  were  sent  to  householders  regarding  damage  done  to 
properties. 

Paving  of  Back  Courts  and  Passages. 

There  are  now  comparatively  few  properties  in  the  City  where  the  back  courts 
are  not  paved  or  otherwise  suitably  surfaced.  There  is,  however,  a large  number 
of  houses  where  the  passages  leading  to  the  outhouses  have  never  been  paved,  and 
have  been  allowed  to  get  into  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  During  the  year,  6 
passages  were  paved,  while  21  courts  and  30  passages  were  repaired.  The  paving 
of  these  courts  and  passages  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenants. 

Verminous  Persons  aoid  Houses. 

Under  the  agreement  between  the  Education  Authority  and  the  Town  Council 
for  dealing  with  verminous  persons  and  houses,  57  families,  comprising  352  persons, 
were  removed  to  the  Cleansing  Station  for  treatment.  In  the  previous  year  the 
numbers  were,  respectively,  53  and  293;  and  in  1926,  55  and  357. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  37  persons  suffering  from  scabies  and  67  verminous 
persons  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station.  These  persons  belonged  to  households 
in  which  there  were  no  school  children,  and,  therefore,  did  not  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  agreement  with  the  Education  Authority.  In  the  previous  year,  the 
numbers  were,  respectively,  34  and  56. 

The  number  of  bug-infested  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  74,  as  com- 
pared with  47  in  the  preceding  year  and  74  in  1926. 

Filthy  Hocuses. 

During  the  year,  the  floors  of  103  dwelling  apartments,  the  articles  of  furniture 
in  97  apartments,  and  99  sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  were  cleaned  by  the  occupants 
after  notices  had  been  served  upon  them. 
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There  is  a considerable  number  of  houses  which  require  to  be  re-visited 
frequently  in  order  to  ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  is  being 

maintained. 

I have  again  to  record  the  great  assistance  received  from  the  Parish  Council, 
who  are  ready  at  all  times  to  admit  into  their  hospital  those  of  the  aged  and  infirm 
poor  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look  after  themselves  or  their  homes.  Immediately 
after  the  removal  of  such  cases  to  hospital,  the  houses,  bedding,  and  clothing  are 
disinfected  by  this  Department. 

Cleansing  of  W alls  cmd  Ceilings  of  Dwelling  Apartments,  Lobbies,  Staircases, 
W.C.’s,  Wash-houses,  &c. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  86  dwelling  apartments  were  distempered  or  re- 
papered.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  was  65. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  1,482  lobbies  and  staircases,  469  passages  or  pends, 
3,016  water-closets,  1,746  wash-houses,  and  51  drying-lofts  were  whitewashed  or 
otherwise  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year,  1,640  lobbies  and  staircases,  445  passages 
or  pends,  3,426  water-closets,  1908  wash-houses,  and  44  drying-lofts  were  similarly 
cleansed. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  of  W.C.’s,  Lobbies , Staircases , Back  Courts,  and  other  parts 
of  Premises  used  in  Common. 

Notices  were  served  upon  207  sets  of  tenants,  embracing  1,000  individual 
tenants  regarding  their  failure  to  clean  the  parts  of  the  premises  used  in  common 
by  them.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  connection 
with  any  of  these  cases. 

Accumulations  of  Ashes,  Filth,  and,  other  Rubbish. 

The  number  of  accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  was 
205,  as  compared  with  223  in  the  previous  year. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  116  householders  regarding  the  throwing  of 
refuse  from  the  windows  of  dwelling-houses  on  to  back  courts  or  on  to  ground  or 
outhouses  connected  with  adjoining  properties. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTION) 

ACTS,  1920  AND  1923. 

Applications  for  C ertificates  by  Tenants. 

Only  one  application  for  a certificate  in  terms  of  Section  2 (2)  of  the  principal 
Act  was  received.  As  the  necessary  work  was  completed  before  the  application  was 
considered  by  the  Committee,  no  further  action  required  to  be  taken. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Five  complaints  were  received  regarding  excessive  emissions  of  smoke.  Two  cf 
these  complaints  referred  to  sheds  in  which  steam  wagons  or  engines  were  stored, 
two  to  public  institutions  or  works,  and  one  to  a restaurant.  In  each  case,  letters 
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of  warning  were  sent  to  the  occupants,  and,  on  further  inspections  being  made,  it 
was  found  that  there  was  no  longer  cause  for  complaint. 

Observations  were  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  quantities  of  smoke  emitted 
from  the  chimneys  of  factories  and  other  premises  which  in  previous  years  had  been 
the  cause  of  nuisance.  The  number  of  such  observations  was  39,  and  the  periods  of 
observation  ranged  from  15  to  60  minutes.  No  cause  for  complaint  was  found  in 
23  of  these  cases,  and,  in  the  remaining  16,  letters  of  warning  were  sent.  As  stated 
in  previous  Reports,  constant  supervision  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  ensure 
that  the  emissions  of  smoke  are  reduced  to  a minimum. 

Within  recent  years,  the  increasing  use  of  electricity  and  gas  for  power  pur- 
poses in  factories,  and  the  use  of  electrical  and  gas  appliances  for  cooking  and 
heating  purposes  in  dwelling-houses,  have  been  an  important  factor  in  connection 
with  smoke  abatement. 

I am  informed  by  the  Electrical  Engineer  that,  “ during  the  past  year,  there 
were  no  examples  of  the  complete  shutting  down  of  steam  plant  and  its  replacement 
by  electric  drive.  There  were,  however,  a few  cases  where  electricity  was  adopted 
as  the  driving  power  for  extensions  in  preference  to  the  existing  source,  while,  in 
some  new  workshops,  electricity  was  adopted  from  the  outset.  The  use  of  electricity 
for  heating  in  both  domestic  and  business  premises  continues  to  increase,  and  new 
consumers  for  this  purpose  are  being  added  every  day.” 

The  Gas  Engineer  states  that  “The  use  of  gas  appliances  is  increasing  year  by 
year.  Over  10,600  gas  fires  and  other  heating  stoves  are  hired  by  the  Gas  Depart- 
ment at  a small  annual  rental,  and  there  are  about  26,500  gas  cooking  appliances 
given  out  free  of  rental — a total  of  37,100.  There  are  in  addition  some  thousands 
of  privately  owned  gas  heating  and  cooking  appliances  of  which  no  record  is  kept. 
In  view  of  these  figures,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the  demand  for  gas  is 
increasing  year  by  year,  and  has  been  doubled  in  the  last  17  years.  Another 
factor  in  the  prevention  of  smoke,  and  the  making  towards  a purer  atmosphere,  is 
the  increasing  use  of  smokeless  gas  coke,  of  which,  during  the  past  year,  57,000 
tons  have  been  sold  within  the  City  for  domestic  fires,  central  heating,  greenhouses, 
laundries,  bakers’  ovens,  fish-drying,  and  steam  raising.  It  may  be  taken  that  this 
has  displaced  an  almost  equal  tonnage  of  raw  coal.” 

As  has  been  the  practice  for  several  years,  the  steam  wagons  passing  along  the 
streets  have  been  kept  under  observation,  and  the  number  of  wagons  so  dealt  with 
in  the  course  of  the  year  was  1,966.  In  15  cases,  letters  were  sent  to  the  pro- 
prietors regarding  excessive  emissions  of  smoke.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  to 
institute  proceedings  in  connection  with  any  of  these  cases,  but,  in  one  gross  case 
reported  to  the  Procurator-Fiscal  by  the  Police,  fines  of  twenty  shillings  were  im- 
posed upon  both  the  driver  and  the  wagon  attendant. 

In  connection  with  an  amusement  fair  held  at  the  Beach,  excessive  quantities 
of  smoke  were  emitted  from  the  steam  engines  used  for  power  purposes,  and  letters 
of  warning  were  sent  to  the  ten  persons  concerned. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Slaughter-Houses . 

At  the  end  of  1928  there  were  5 slaughter-houses  in  the  City,  containing  33 
slaughter  booths,  being  the  same  number  as  in  the  preceding  year. 


Other  Offensive  Trades. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  22  firms,  in  the  City  who  carry  on  one  or 
more  of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as  coming  within  the 
definition  of  offensive  trades. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  offensive  businesses  carried  on  : — 


Bone  Boilers  ....  6 

Tallow  Melters  ...  8 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors  . . 5 

Knackers  .....  2 

Fish  Oil  Manufacturers  . . 3 

Manure  Manufacturers  . . 5 

Fish  Meal  Manufacturer  . . 1 


Tripe  Boilers  ....  3 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaners  . . 4 

Blood  Boiler  ....  1 

Soap  Boiler  ....  1 

Manufacturer  of  Albuminoid 

Substance  from  Fish  . . 1 

1,  40. 


Applications  for  Sanction  to  Establish  the  Business  of  the  Manufacture  of  Fish 

Meal. 

(1)  Application  by  Mutual  Fish  Products , Limited. 

On  28th  January,  1928,  an  application  was  lodged  for  sanction  to  establish  the 
business  of  fish  meal  manufacture  on  premises  to  be  erected  on  ground  near  the 
extreme  end  of  Point  Law.  The  plant  proposed  to  be  used  consisted  of  six  con- 
centrators and  four  sets  of  “patent  driers.” 

Several  objections  were  lodged. 

Reports  in  favour  of  the  application  were  submitted  by  the  officials  (Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Burgh  Surveyor)  and  also  by  a deputa- 
tion who  visited  a,  number  of  fish  meal  factories  in  Scotland  and  England,  with  the 
result  that  on  9th  May  the  Town  Council,  by  a.  majority,  granted  the  necessary 
sanction.  On  25th  May,  an  appeal  was  lodged  on  behalf  of  the  objectors,  and  it 
was  contended  that  the  Town  Council  had  gone  beyond  its  powers  by  granting  such 
sanction,  inasmuch  as  the  descriptions  and  drawings  submitted  with  the  application 
did  not  conform  with  the  provisions  of  the  byei-laws  recently  made  by  the  Town 
Council.  On  27th  September  an  inquiry  was  held  by  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  regarding  the  competency  of  the  sanction  granted  by 
the  Local  Authority,  and  on  19th  November  the  Board  intimated  that,  they  found 
as  follows:  — 

(1)  That  the  plans  and  description  lodged  with  the  Town  Council  in  connection  with  the 
application  did  not  precisely  conform  to  the  requirements  of  No.  1 of  the  Town 
Council’s  Bye-laws; 
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(2)  That  when  the  Objectors  appeared  before  the  Town  Council  they  did  not  ask  for 
delay  or  for  further  specification  of  details  before  being  heard  on  the  merits  by  the 
Town  Council; 

(3)  That  the  discrepancies  or  deficiencies  in  the  plans  were  not  such,  as  to  nullify  the 
whole  proceedings;  and 

(4)  That,  to  enable  the  Objectors  to  state  fully  their  objections  on  the  merits  of  the 
Appeal,  the  discrepancies  or  deficiencies  in  the  plans  and  description  should  be 
rectified  before  the  further  hearing  of  the  Appeal  by  the  Board. 

The  promoters  were  accordingly  asked  to  lodge,  within  one  month,  further 
drawings  and  description  showing  the  following  additional  particulars:  — 

Drawings. 

A.  Drawings  of  the  patent  driers  proposed  to  be  used; 

B.  Section  of  condenser  unit,  indicating  the  arrangement  of  the  distributing  water  pipes; 

and 

C.  Drawings^  indicating  the  position,  size,  and  mode  of  connection  of  the  proposed  fane 

on  the  foul  vapour  pipes. 

Description. 

A.  Capacity  of  the  proposed  plant — 

(а)  Patent  driers — giving  rate  per  hour; 

(б)  Concentrators — giving  capacity  of  each  and  number  of  charges  per  24  hours. 

B.  Maximum  quantity  of  condensing  water  to  be  delivered  per  hour  to  each  condensing 

unit ; 

C.  Capacity  of  each  pump  for  condensing  water; 

D.  Description  of  working  of  the  proposed  chlorinating  apparatus;  and 

E.  Vacuum  capable  of  being  produced  by  the  proposed  fans  on  the  foul  vapour  pipeB 

and  the  proposed  working  vacuum. 

On  receipt  of  the  foregoing  drawings  and  description,  the  Town  Council  were 
forthwith  asked  to  notify  the  objectors  accordingly,  and  afford  the  latter  or  their 
representatives  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  and  copying  the  same.  Thereafter 
the  objectors  were  asked  to  forward  to  the  Board,  within  one  month,  any  repre- 
sentations they  may  desire  to  make  on  the  merits. 

On  5th  March  last,  a further  Inquiry  was  held,  when  evidence  was  led  at 
considerable  length. 

On  17th  April,  the  Council  were  informed  that,  “ after  due  inquiry,  and 
having  received  an  assurance  in  writing  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Appeal  being 
dismissed,  the  respondents  will  be  prepared  to  give  to  the  Local  Authority  a written 
undertaking  to  employ  in  the  management  of  the  business  an  engineer  as  manager, 
an  engineer-fitter,  and  a qualified  chemist  among  other  persons,  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland,  on  the  understanding  that  the  works  will  be  constructed  and 
the  plant  erected  in  accordance  with  the  plans  (consisting  of  thirteen  sheets) 
which  are  docketed  and  signed  as  relative  hereto,  hereby  dismiss  the  Appeal.” 

In  the  course  of  the  Inquiry,  the  respondents  signed  the  following  Minute: — ■ 
First. — That  the  liquid  process  of  chlorination  is  to  be  used. 

Second. — That  the  type  of  spray  condenser  shown  to  the  Commission  is  to  be  used. 
Third. — That  it  has  been  decided  not  to  introduce  a current  of  cold  air  into  the 

concentrators. 

Fourth. — That  the  capacity  of  the  water  tank  will  be  doubled  and  make  a connection 

with  the  Town’s  Water  by  a three-inch  pipe. 
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Fifth. — That  the  plant  piping,  &c.,  will  be  submitted  to  a pressure  of  one  pound  per 

square  inch. 

Sixth. — That  cast-iron  pipes  will  be  used. 

Seventh. — That  the  paving  of  barrel  yard,  &c.,  will  be  concrete. 

Eighth. — That  the  necessary  alterations  will  be  made  on  the  plans. 

It  has  accordingly  been  made  a,  condition  of  the  Appeal  being  dismissed  that 
the  aforementioned  requirements,  as  also  the  undernoted  further  conditions,  be 
complied  with:  — 

(a)  The  arrangement  for  chlorination  by  gaseous  chlorine  to  be  deleted  from  the  plans; 

and 

( b ) The  baffling  boards  in  the  chlorinating  tower  to  be  at  an  appropriate  angle  and  at 

centres  of  one  foot. 

(2)  Application  by  Fisadco,  Limited. 

On  5th  December,  1928,  an  application  was  lodged  for  sanction  to  establish  the 
business  of  the  manufacture  of  fish  meal,  fish  powders,  and  fish  glue  in  premises 
proposed  to  be  erected  on  the  north  side  of  North  Esplanade  West.  The  plant 
proposed  to  be  used  consisted  of  five  units  of  the  “ Merlin ” plant  and  two  “patent 

driers/’ 

Several  objections  were  also  lodged  in  connection  with  this  application.  After 
a report  had  been  submitted  by  the  officials,  and  after  further  details  both  as 
regards  plans  and  descriptions  had  been  supplied,  the  Council,  on  1st  April,  1929, 
granted  the  necessary  sanction.  An  appeal  has  been  intimated. 

Bye-laws  made  by  the  Town  Council  for  regulating  the  business  of  manu- 
facturer of  fish  manure  or  fish,  meal  came  into  operation  on  18th  January,  1928, 
and  will  prove  of  great  assistance;  in  controlling  such  businesses. 

All  the  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are  visited  frequently 
— some  of  them  daily — and  the  total  number  of  inspections,  exclusive  of  slaughter- 
houses, was  2,429. 

Six  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  alleged  offensive  smells 
from  one  or  other  of  the  premises  in  which  an  “offensive  business”  is  carried  on. 
These  complaints  were  immediately  investigated,  and,  where  necessary,  letters  of 
warning  were  sent  to  the  proprietors. 

The  fish  meal  factory  in  Palmerston  Road  was  visited  daily.  No  complaints 
regarding  this  factory  were  received,  and  on  very  few  occasions  was  any  smell, 
attributable  to  the  factory,  observed  at  a distance  of  more  than  100  yards. 

The  occasions  on  which  offensive  smells  from  Cove  Manure  Works  were 
observed  within  the  City  continued  to  be  less  numerous  than  in  previous  years. 


PIG-STYES. 

At  the  end  of  1928,  there  were  54  pig-styes  on  the  register,  7 of  these  having 
been  licensed  under  the  “additional  bye-laws”  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  1916. 
The  number  on  the  register  in  the  previous  year  was  62.  To  these  pig-styes  115 
visits  were  made  in  the  course  of1  the  year,  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  were  being 
kept  in  conformity  with  the  bye-laws. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (D). 
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WORKSHOPS  (EXCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES). 

The  number  of  workshops  (excluding  bakehouses)  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1927  was  740.  During  the  year,  there  were  39  added,  36  closed,  and  11 
converted  into  factories  by  the  introduction  of  motive  power.  The  number,  there- 
fore, at  the  end  of  1928  was  732. 

There  were  2,258  visits  made,  and  287  notices  were  issued  with  reference  to 
sanitary  requirements  in  connection  with  these  premises. 

Two  notices  were  received  under  Section  5 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop'  Act, 
1901,  which  requires  that  the  Factory  Inspector  shall  give  intimation  to  the  Local 
Authority  of  any  sanitary  defect  in  a.  factory  or  workshop  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  These  notices  dealt  with  the  damp  condition  of  the  premises. 
The  required  work  was  in  each  case  duly  carried  out. 

Twenty-two  Notices  of  Occupation  were  also  received  from  the  Factory 
Inspector. 

As  required  by  Section  107  of  the  Act,  the  occupiers  of  all  factories  or  work- 
shops employing  outworkers  sent'  lists  of  these  to  the  Department  twice  during  the 
year.  The  homes  of  all  the  local  outworkers  were  visited,  and  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  those  resident  outwith  the  City  were  sent  to  the  officials  of  the 
districts  in  which  they  reside. 

Inspection  of  Plans. 

The  plans  of  30  premises — mainly  premises  in  which  foodstuffs  were  manu- 
factured or  sold — were  reported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself, 
and  recommendations  made  and  agreed  to.  These  recommendations  chiefly  referred 
to  the  lighting  and  ventilation,  the  situation  of  the  w.c.  apartments,  the:  provision 
of  w.c.’s,  wash-hand  basins,  or  sinks,  and  the  provision  of  a dung-pit  for  a stable. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  77  bakehouses  in  the  City,  42  being  classed 
as  factories  and  35  as  workshops.  This  is  a decrease  of  1 as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

In  connection  with  these,  314  visits  were  paid.  Details  of  the  work  done  are 
given  in  Appendix  II.  (F). 

The  improvement,  referred  to  in  my  previous  Report  as  regards  the  manner  in 
which  the  majority  of  the  bakehouses  are  kept,  has  been  maintained.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  connection  with  the  conditions  under  which  such  articles 
as  liquid  eggs,  butter,  margarine,  milk,  and  similar  articles  are  stored.  As  a rule, 
little  fault  can  now  be  found  as  regards  the  cleanliness  of  baking  tables,  benches, 
troughs,  machines,  appliances,  utensils,  and  receptacles.  It  is  now  generally  real- 
ised by  bakers  and  their  employees  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  floors  clean  and  free 
from  caked  flour  and  grease,  the  floors  must  be  regularly  scraped,  and  all  empty 
receptacles  which  harbour  dirt  removed.  In  some  cases  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement  as  regards  the  maimer  in  which  the  floors  are  kept. 
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Bakehouses  Welfare  Order,  1927. 

The  requirements  of  this  Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  May,  1927, 
and  which  is  administered  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  have  been  well  complied 
with.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  sanitary  staff  to  visit  all  bakehouses  quarterly,  and  by 
arrangement  with  the  Factory  Inspector,  assistance  was  given  by  the  staff  in  seeing 
that  the  necessary  requirements  were  carried  out. 

(a)  Washing  Facilities. 

All  baking  premises,  with  the  exception  of  two,  are  provided  with  washing 
facilities  in  the  form  of  sinks  or  tubs,  constructed  of  hard  wood ; while,  in  addition, 
a number  of  the  bakehouses  are  also  provided  with  wash-hand  basins.  With  regard 
to  the  two  bakehouses  which  have  not  yet  been  provided  with  adequate  washing 
facilities,  the  occupiers  have  been  interviewed  regarding  the  provision  of  sinks  of 
suitable  dimensions.  This,  however,  necessitates  alterations  in  the  drainage  and  in 
the  water  service  pipes,  but  an  undertaking  has  been  given  that  the  necessary  fittings 
will  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 

The  Order  requires  that,  if  a constant  supply  of  warm  water  is  not  laid  on,  a 
sufficient  supply  of  warm  water  must  always  be  at  hand  when  required  for  use  by 
the  persons  employed,  and,  in  addition,  a sufficient  supply  of  soap  and  clean  towels 

must  be  provided. 

All  the  larger  bakehouses  have  hot,  water  installations,  or  hot  water  automatic 
filling  tanks — the  latter  having  taps  fitted  thereto. 

In  34  bakehouses  a constant  supply  of  warm  water  is  not  laid  on,  but  these 
bakehouses  are  all  provided  with  gas  rings  and  a supply  of  warm  water  can  readily 

be  obtained. 

Soap  or  suitable  cleansing  powders  are  provided  in  every  bakehouse.  In  the 
majority  of  the  bakehouses,  towels  are  supplied,  but,  in  the  remaining  bakehouses, 
the  occupiers  favour  the  use  of  sugar  bag  sacking,  as  the  coarse  material  is  claimed 
to  be  more  suitable.  So  long  as  the  sacking  used  is  kept  perfectly  clean,  and  re- 
newed when  necessary,  no  objection  has  been  taken. 

lb)  Suitable  Accommodation  for  Clothing. 

The  majority  of  the  bakehouses  are  provided  with  cloakroom  accommodation. 
In  some  cases,  however,  it  is  impossible,  on  account  of  lack  of  space  to  provide 
cloakrooms.  In  such  cases,  the  provision  of  small  clothes  chests,  in  the  form  of 
wardrobes,  have  been  recommended,  and  in  7 bakehouses  these  have  been  provided. 

(c)  Cautionary  Notices  as  to  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Dermatitis. 

In  all  bakehouses  these  notices  were  provided  soon  after  the  Order  came  into 
operation.  It  has  been  observed,  however,  that  these  notices  get  mislaid  or  damaged 
while  the  walls  are  being  cleaned.  It  is  of  distinct  advantage  to  have  the  notices 
affixed  to  cardboard  or  suitable  stiff  material,  and  a suggestion  to  this  effect  is  being 
well  received.  It  would  also  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  notices  affixed  in  cloak- 
rooms or  lavatories,  where  they  would  be  more  likely  to  be  read  by  the  employees, 
and  less  liable  to  be  damaged  or  mislaid. 


(d)  First-Aid  Treatment  of  Injuries . 

The  Order  requires  that  the  occupier  shall  make  such  arrangements  for  the 
first-aid  treatment  of  injuries  occurring  in  the  bakehouse  as  will  comply  with  the 
requirements  laid  down  for  factories  in  Section  29  (1)  of  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  1923. 

The  requirements  of  this  Section  are  being  well  complied  with. 


(e)  Supply  of  Drinking  Water. 

All  bakehouses  in  the  City  are  provided  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
obtained  direct  from  the  public  mains. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  soon  after  the  Order  came  into  operation,  some  of 
the  larger  firms  contracted  with  laundries  for  the  weekly  cleaning  of  towels,  while, 
in  some  of  the  smaller  shops,  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  a small  wooden 
wall  fitting,  containing  mirror,  brush  and  comb,  two  pieces  of  soap  and  three  towels, 
are  provided.  The  towels  are  collected  and  cleaned  and  returned,  along  with  two 
pieces  of  soap,  weekly.  An  inclusive  monthly  charge  is  made  for  the  use  and  main- 
tenance of  the  fitting  and  contents. 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  RELATIVE  ORDERS  AND 

REGULATIONS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  627  persons  registered  to  sell  milk. 


Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 

(a)  Cowkeepers,  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

(b)  Retailers  of  milk,  . . . . . . . . .231 

(c)  Retailers  of  milk  for  consumption  on  the  premises  only,  . . 47 

( d ) Country  farmers  retailing  milk  from  carts,  ....  67 

(e)  Retailers  of  ice  cream,  . . . . . . . .253 

(/)  Retailers  of  ice  cream  for  consumption  on  premises  only,  . . 13 


Total,  ...  627 


This  is  an  increase  of  60,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

In  the  application  within  the  City  of  the  legislation  relating  to  dairies  and 
milkshops,  “milk,”  in  terms  of  Section  28  of  the  Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement 
Act,  1900,  includes  ice  cream  or  any  similar  commodity  manufactured  or  made  either 
wholly  or  in  part  from  or  with  milk  or  cream. 

The  new  Dairy  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Town  Council  came  into  operation  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and,  immediately  thereafter,  a circular  letter  was  addressed  to 
all  dairymen,  particularly  directing  their  attention  to  certain  of  the  bye-laws. 

Bye-law  No.  3 provides  that  the  bye-laws  shall  not  apply  to  a shop  from  which 
milk  or  cream  is  supplied  only  in  the  properly  closed  and  unopened  receptacles  in 
which  it  was  delivered  to  the  shop,  nor  to  a shop  or  other  place  in  which  milk  is 
sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises  only. 
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Prior  to  the  new  bye-laws  coming  into  operation,  “ loose  milk  ” was  sold  in 
mixed  shops  under  conditions  which  could  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  As  the 
result  of  the  provisions  of  this  bye-law,  152  retailers  of  milk  are  now  only  selling 
milk  which  is  supplied  to  them  in  properly  closed  and  unopened  receptacles.  There 
are,  therefore,  only  79  shops,  apart  from  the  shops  in  which  milk  is  sold  for  con- 
sumption on  the  premises  only,  in  which  “loose  milk  ” is  being  sold. 

Bye-law  No.  35  deals  with  the  daily  washing  of  the  floors,  shelves,  and  counters 
of  milkshops;  and  also  requires  that  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the  articles  (other 
than  milk  or  dairy  produce)  stored  or  kept  on  the  floors,  shelves,  and  counters  of 
any  milkshops  shall  not  be  such  as  to  interfere  with  the  regular  and  thorough 
cleanliness  of  the  premises. 

Bye-law  No.  41  requires  that  a dairyman  shall  not  keep  or  retain  in  any  part 
of  a milkshop  any  matter  or  thing  that  is  likely  to  cause  contamination  of  the  milk. 

Dairymen  were  informed  that,  under  this  bye-law,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
only  articles,  other  than  milk  and  dairy  produce,  which  can  be  kept  in  a shop  where 
“loose  milk  ’’  is  sold,  are  articles  which  are  contained  and  sold  in  packets,  tins, 
bottles,  or  similar  receptacles.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  confectionery, 
and  scones,  biscuits,  fancy  cakes,  and  all  articles  manufactured  by  a retail  baker. 
All  such  articles  as  also  cheese  must  be  kept  in  properly  constructed  covered  cases 
or  other  receptacles.  Butter  must  only  be  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  in  wrappers. 
The  sale  of  firelighters,  even  when  sold  in  unbroken  packages,  will  be  prohibited. 

Under  Bye-law  No.  42  it  is  required  that  a dairyman  shall  not  carry  on  within 
the  premises  where  he  sells  milk,  any  trade  or  business  which  is  of  such  a nature 
that  its  continuance  is  likely  to  cause  contamination  of  the  milk.  The  baking  of 
oatcakes,  scones,  biscuits,  and  articles  of  a like  nature,  the  making  of  jam  or  toffee; 
and  the  boiling  of  tripe,  potted  head,  and  articles  of  a like  nature  will,  therefore, 
be  prohibited  in  a milkshop  or  in  any  part  of  the  premises  directly  communicating 
with  the  milkshop. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  recommendations  regarding  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  articles  which  can  be  kept  in  a milkshop,  and  the  nature  of 
any  trade  or  business  which  can  be  carried  on  in  any  dairy  premises,  are  being 
loyally  adhered  to  in  the  majority  of  shops  where  “loose  milk”  is  being  sold.  In  a 
few  such  shops,  additional  covered  cases  or  other  receptacles  are  still  required, 
i and  this  has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  dairymen  concerned. 


A similar  circular  was  sent  to  all  manufacturers  and  retailers  of  ice  cream, 
but  the  operation  of  the  bye-laws  as  regards  such  premises  was  postponed  until 
1st  January  last.  After  that  date,  however,  the  occupiers  of  all  premises  in  which 
ice  cream  is  manufactured  must  comply  with  the  bye-laws.  This  must  also  be 
done  by  the  occupiers  of  all  shops  in  which  ice  cream  is  sold,  other  than  the  shops 
in  which  ice  cream  is  sold  in  the  unopened  receptacles,  packets,  &c.,  in  which  it  is 
delivered  to  the  shop.  As  already  stated,  the  occupiers  of  such  shops  do  not  require 
to  comply  with  the  bye-laws.  A number  of  shopkeepers  who'  formerly  manufactured 
ice  cream  in  premises  which  did  not  conform  with  the  new  bye-laws  have  accordingly 
arranged  to  sell  only  ice  cream  delivered  to  them  in  containers  or  other  receptacles. 


28 


All  the  dairies,  milkshops,  and  ice  cream  shops  are  regularly  visited  by  one  of 
the  assistant  inspectors,  and  the  number  of  such  visits  during  the  year  was  2,399. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (G). 

The  number  of  cowsheds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  16.  The  herds  are  regu- 
larly examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  premises. 

Milk  and  Dedries  (Scotland)  Order , 1925. 

In  a circular  issued  to  all  Local  Authorities  on  19th  December,  1928,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  directed  to  include  in  his  Annual  Report  a statement  of  the 
extent  to  which  Articles  V.  to  XVI.  of  the  above-mentioned  Order  were  being 
complied  with. 

Articles  V.  to  X.  deal  with  the  provisions  against  infection  or  contamination. 
No  contraventions  of  Articles  V.,  VII.,  VIII.,  and  X.  were  discovered. 

Article  VI.  requires,  inter  alia , that  no  dairyman  shall  keep  or  store  milk  or 
any  milk  vessel  in  any  cowshed  or  byre  or  in  any  place  used  as  a kitchen,  dwelling 
room,  or  sleeping  apartment.  One  contravention  of  this  Section  was  discovered.  A 
dairyman  permitted  a friend  to  sleep  for  two  nights  in  his  dairy  premises.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted,  and  a fine  of  25s.  imposed. 

On  twelve  occasions  it  was  found  that  dairymen  were  not  strictly  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  IX.,  which  requires  that  every  dairyman  shall 
cause  every  vessel  containing  milk  to  be  properly  covered,  or  shall  cause  the  milk 
contained  in  any  such  vessel  to  be  otherwise  effectively  protected  from  dust,  dirt, 
flies,  and  other  sources  of  contamination.  Warnings  were  given. 

Article  XI.  enacts  that  “no  person  shall  add  any  colouring  or  thickening  matter 
to  cream,  and  no  person  shall  sell  cream  to  which  any  colouring  or  thickening 
matter  has  been  added. ” A similar  provision  regarding  colouring  matter  in  milk 
is  contained  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  and  cream  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  are  examined 
for  the  presence  of  colouring  matter.  None  of  the  samples  were  found  to  contain 
colouring  matter. 

Articles  XII.  to  XV.  deal  with  provisions  as  to  vessels  and  conveyance  of  milk. 
No  contraventions  of  Articles  XIII.  and  XIV.  were  discovered. 

Article  XII.  requires  that  “no  dairyman  shall  use  any  vessel  that  belongs  to 
any  other  person  for  the  collection  of  milk  from,  or  delivery  of  milk  to,  any  person 
other  than  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  or  keep  in  his  possession  such  vessel,  except  in 
either  case  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel/ ’ 

The  requirements  of  this  Article  are  now  being  generally  complied  with.  It 
was  found  necessary  in  one  case,  however,  to  prosecute  a dairyman  who  had  previ- 
ously been  warned.  A fine  of  30s.  was  imposed. 

Article  XV.  requires  that  vessels  containing  milk  for  transit  must  be  sealed  by 
means  of  a leaden  seal  or  locked.  This  requirement  is  being  strictly  complied  with. 
On  only  three  occasions  was  it  found  necessary  to  communicate  with  dairymen,  and 
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in  each  case  the  dairyman  had  been  in  the  habit  of  properly  fastening  his  cans,  but 
on  the  occasions  referred  to  he  had  temporarily  run  short  of  seals. 

As  regards  Article  XVI.,  which  enacts  that  no  person  shall  sell  by  retail 
skimmed  milk,  separated  milk,  or  cream,  except  from  a vessel  labelled  or  marked 
in  clearly  legible  letters  “skimmed  milk,’’  “separated  milk,”  or  “cream,”  as  the  case 
may  be.  Only  one  contravention  was  discovered.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Order , 1923. 

During  the  year,  two  additional  licences  were  granted  to  retailers  to  sell 
“certified”  milk.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were,  therefore,  ten  retailers 
licensed  to  sell  “certified”  milk.  No  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  for  any 
of  the  other  grades  specified  in  the  Order. 

Samples  were  procured  weekly  from  the  retailers  of  “certified”  milk  and 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  results  : — 


Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Other 

Fat.  Solids. 

Average  %• 

Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Other 

Fat.  Solids. 

Average  °/0 

January 

9 

3*85 

9*14 

July 

9 

3*88 

8*78 

February 

8 

3-62 

904 

August 

9 

4*09 

8*87 

March 

. 11 

3-86 

9 10 

September 

8 

3*99 

9*01 

April  . 

8 

3 72 

8-91 

October 

9 

3*82 

903 

May 

8 

3-65 

9 05 

November 

9 

3*78 

9*11 

June  . 

9 

3-76 

8*96 

December 

6 

4-00 

903 

Total  No.,  103.  Fat — Average  %,  3 83;  Other  Solids — Average  %,  9*02. 

Only  three  of  the  samples  contained  less  than  3-5  per  cent.  fat.  One  of  these 
samples  was  procured  in  February  and  the  remaining  two  in  May. 

The  samples  were  also  examined  by  the  City  Bacteriologist.  The  results  of 
these  examinations  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Annual  Report. 

SHOPS  WHERE  FOODSTUFFS  ARE  SOLD. 

Under  a local  Act,  every  occupier  of  any  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  any 
article  of  food,  who  does  not  keep  the  same  clean  and  in  good  condition,  is  liable  to 
a penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 

Altogether,  1,380  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and,  in  364  cases,  the 
occupiers  were  communicated  with  regarding  the  condition  of  their  shops.  Details 
of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (H). 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  shops  visited  : — 
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Class  of  Shop. 

Number 

Inspected. 

Found 

Satisfactory. 

Found 

Unsatisfactory. 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with. 

Bakers 

116 

68 

48 

85 

Butchers 

170 

120 

50 

90 

Chemists 

54 

44 

10 

16 

Confectioners 

55 

42 

13 

18 

Fishmongers 

56- 

38 

18 

26 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

59 

37 

22 

58 

Fruiterers  . 

69 

48 

21 

30 

Greengrocers 

11 

10 

1 

3 

Grocers 

194 

151 

43 

77 

Grain  Merchants 

9 

6 

3 

3 

Restaurants 

143 

119 

24 

41 

Mixed  Shops 

323 

255 

68 

111 

Public  Houses 

121 

78 

43 

53 

1,380 

1,016 

364 

611 

In  the  Report  for  the  previous  year  it  was  stated  that  card  registers  were  being 
prepared  of  all  butchers’  and  fishmongers’  shops  and  all  shops  in  which  foodstuffs  of 
any  kind  were  prepared  or  cooked.  These  cards  contain,  inter  alia , information 
regarding  the  nature  and  extent  of  cold  storage  (if  any) ; the  extent  to  which  the 
articles  of  food  are  protected  from  contamination  by  dirt,  flies,  &c. ; the  methods  of 
cleaning  floors,  tables,  and  other  fittings,  appliances,  and  utensils;  the  methods  of 
storing  and  disposing  of  food  refuse ; and  the  steps  taken  to  deal  with  infestation  of 
rats,  mice,  beetles,  flies,  &c. 

Full  particulars  were  given  in  that  report  regarding  365  shops.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  registers  would  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  but  on  account 
of  pressure  of  work  this  was  found  impossible. 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  REFRESHMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  classes  of  shops  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  1928  : — 

Description  of  Shop.  Number. 

Ice  Cream,  .........  65 

Fried  Fish, 26 

Restaurants,  .........  101 

Bakers,  ..........  11 

Temperance  Hotels,  ........  4 

Dairies,  . .......  1 


208 


This  is  an  increase  of  11  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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All  these  premises  were  visited  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  see  that  the  bye- 
laws for  regulating  the  internal  construction,  lighting,  and  arrangement  of  premises, 
with  a view  to  the  orderly  conduct  and  control  thereof,  are  being  complied  with. 

Prosecutions  for  contraventions  of  the  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  hours  of 
opening  and  closing  are  instituted  by  the  Police. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  total  quantity  of  food  seized  or  destroyed  during  the  year  was  more  than 
in  1927,  as  while,  in  that  year,  the  total  weight  was  134  tons,  the  quantity  for 
1928  was  151  tons. 

All  the  meat  seized  in  the  slaughter-houses  is  examined  by  one  of  the  Meat 
Inspectors — the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector — appointed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations  (Scotland). 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff  to  the  various 
places  where  foodstuffs  are  sold  was  10,230.  Of  these,  3,675  were  made  to  slaughter- 
houses, 1,756  to  meat  marts,  913  to  fish-curing  premises,  318  to  the  Fish  Market, 
263  to  the  New  Market  Hall,  253  to  shipping  sheds,  283  to  provision-curing  works, 
166  to  wholesale  warehouses,  143  to  street  markets,  and  2,460  to  other  premises, 
including  all  the  offal  and  tallow  marts. 

The  quantity  of  fish  landed  during  the  year  was  2,243,961  cwts.  Of  this 
quantity,  1,558,094  cwts.  were  landed  by  British  fishing  vessels,  and  685,867  cwts. 
by  foreign  vessels.  The  quantity  of  fish  landed  in  the  previous  year  was  2,361,432 
cwts.  The  quantity  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food  was  67,764  lbs.,  as  compared 
with  23,906  lbs.  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  altogether  1,237  seizures.  The  majority  of  the  seizures  was  made 
in  the  slaughter-houses,  while  188  were  made  in  the  meat  marts,  113  in  warehouses 
and  shops,  73  in  offal  markets,  14  in  the  Fish  Market,  2 in  cold  stores,  3 in  New 
Market  Hall,  2 in  curing  works,  and  3 in  restaurants. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  inspection  of  tinned  foods. 
All  factories  where  such  articles  are  prepared  are  regularly  visited. 

Wholesale  warehouses  and  shops  are  also  visited,  and,  in  these,  107  lots  of 
tinned  foods,  comprising  beef,  mutton,  tongue,  salmon,  fruit,  milk,  soups,  liquid 
eggs,  and  tomato  puree  were  dealt  with  as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  Public  Health  (Unsound  Food)  Regulations  (Scotland) , 1925. 

No  action  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Regulations. 

The  Public  Health  (Oversea  Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1925. 

The  only  meat  within  the  meaning  of  these  Regulations  landed  in  the  port 
during  the  year  consisted  of  consignments  of  lard  from  New  York  and  sausages 
from  Hamburg.  All  the  consignments  were  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Prosecutions. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  meat  seized  during  each  month  of  the  year,  as 
also  a comparative  statement  of  past  years,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  III, 
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Meat  Stores. 

No  renewals  of  certificates  for  meat  stores  were  granted,  as  the  former  holders 
of  certificates  had  obtained  shops.  At  the  end  of  1928,  so  far  as  was  known, 
therefore,  no  person  other  than  the  occupier  of  a shop  was  selling  meat  or  meat 
products  from  a stall  or  van. 

Cold  Stores. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  afore-mentioned 
Regulations,  four  cold  stores  are  registered.  These  premises  were  also  regularly 
visited. 

THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


Undemoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  samples  procured  in  accordance  with  the 
Acts : — 


ARTICLES 

No.  of  Samples 
Procured. 

Number  not  Genuine, 

Number  of 
1 Prosecutions. 

Number 

Successful. 

Amount  of 
Fines 
Imposed. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Formal 

In- 

formal. 

Total. 

Sweet  Milk, 

404 

364 

768 

10 

70 

80 

3 

2 

£2  10 

0 

Skimmed  Milk, 

29 

0 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream,  .... 

12 

1 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Double  Cream,  . 

0 

18 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Butter, 

17 

2 

19 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

4 0 

0 

Margarine, 

0 

24 

24 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cheese,  .... 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jams,  .... 

0 

11 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jellies,  .... 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syrup,  .... 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Treacle,  .... 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sponge  Cakes,  . 

0 

16 

16 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Sponge  Fingers, 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream  Cakes,  Buns,  &c. , . 

0 

45 

45 

0 

i 20 

20 

0 

0 

Ice-cream, 

21 

0 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Beef  Sausages,  . 

30 

25 

55 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 5 

0 

Pork  Sausages, . 

2 

5 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mince,  .... 

34 

25 

59 

5 

4 

9 

5 

5 

4 15 

0 

Colouring  Powders,  . 

0 

13 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream  Powder, . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Peas, 

0 

! 30 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Barley,  .... 

0 

36 

36 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Coffee,  .... 

0 

2! 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Coffee  Essence,  . 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pickles,  .... 

0 

! 10 

1 10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sauces,  .... 

0 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dried  Fruit, 

0 

1 29 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Apples,  .... 

0 

9 

9 

0 

1 * 

4 

0 

0 

Oranges,  .... 

0 

10 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Vinegar,  .... 

0 

16 

16 

0 

0 

0 

o j 

0 

Whisky 

6 

6 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 1 

! 0 

Rum,  .... 

3 

6 

9 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Gin,  ..... 

0 

2 

2 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 

Brandy,  .... 

0 

2 

2 1 

0 

1 

1 

0 1 

0 

Fruit  Wines, 

0 

18 

18  1 

0 

2 

2 

0 1 

0 

Liquid  Eggs, 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carbonate  of  Soda,  . 

0 

1 

1 j 

0 

i 0 

0 

0 

0 

Ammonia, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drugs,  .... 

o 

28 

28  i 

0 

1 2 

2 

0 

0 

1 Smoked  Fish,  . 

0 

1 41 

41  ! 

1 0 

7 

7 

0 

0 

Totals,  . 

558 

883 

1441  1 

19 

1 115 

134 

12 

1 11 

£13  10 

0 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  12  unofficial  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  procured  at 
byres  or  in  course  of  transit. 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  (excluding  those  samples  analysed  under 
the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations  and  the  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  particulars  of 
which  are  found  on  pp.  52-3),  was  therefore  1,453,  as  compared  with  1,410  in  the 
previous  year  and  1,656  in  1926. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  official  samples  of 
sweet  milk  procured  since  1914,  the  year  in  which  was  commenced  the  system  of 
“following  up”  all  deficient  samples  of  milk,  i.e.,  in  the  case  of  a retailer  selling 
deficient  milk,  of  taking  a sample  in  the  course  of  delivery  from,  the  consigner  to  the 
consignee ; and,  in  the  case  of  a producer,  of  visiting  the  byre  at  the  earliest  possible 
date  and  procuring  a sample  of  the  corresponding  milk  from  the  cows. 


Table  I., 

Giving  number  of  Official  Samples  procured  and  showing  the  number  deficient  in 
Fat , Solids  other  than  Fat , and  in  both  Fat  and  other  Solids. 


Ykar. 

Number  of 
Samples. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Fat. 

Number 
deficient  in 
Solids  other 
than  Fat. 

Number 
deficient  in 
both  Fat 
and  other 
Solids. 

Total 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

1914  . 

123 

21 

2 

1 

24 

195 

21 

1915,  . 

207 

21 

6 

5 

32 

15-6 

25 

1916,  • 

266 

35 

4 

6 

45 

17*8 

36 

1917,  . 

252 

36 

12 

3 

51 

20  2 

37 

1918,  . 

240 

15 

3 

1 

19 

7-9 

9 

1919.  . 

262 

25 

3 

3 

31 

11*8 

22 

1920,  • 

272 

10 

1 

2 

13 

4-8 

6 

1921.  . 

431 

18 

7 

2 

27 

6 3 

15 

1922,  . 

445 

22 

3 

0 

25 

5-6 

14 

1923,  . 

463 

15 

3 

4 

22 

4*8 

9 

1924,  . 

536 

19 

6 

2 

27 

5*0 

20 

1925,  • 

524 

24 

2 

2 

28 

5-3 

21 

1926,  . 

472 

20 

1 

0 

21 

4-4 

11 

1927,  • 

437 

10 

2 

0 

12 

2-7 

3 

1928,  . 

404 

7 

3 

0 

10 

2*5 

3 

Totals, 

5,334 

298 

58 

31 

387 

7*3 

252 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  official  samples  of  sweet  milk  pro- 
cured during  1928  was  404,  of  which  10,  or  2*5  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  under 
the  standard.  In  the  previous  year,  the  corresponding  number  of  samples  procured 
was  437,  of, which  12,  or  2-7  per  cent.,  were  under  the  standard. 

The  percentage  (2-5)  of  deficient  samples  is  the  lowest  reached  during  the  period 
1914-28.  The  corresponding  average  percentage  during  the  period  was  7-3,  while 
the  previous  lowest  percentage  was  in  the  immediately  preceding  year,  when  it  was 
2 7.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  percentage  of  deficient 
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samples  was  16-2;  during  the  corresponding  period  1919-23  it  was  6-7;  while 
during  the  period  1924-28  it  was  4*1.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  within  later 
years  there  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  the  chemical  quality  of  the  milk 
as  supplied  in  the  City,  and  that  the  percentage  of  deficient  samples  during  later 
years  compares  favourably  with  the  corresponding  percentages  in  any  of  the  larger 
cities  in  the  kingdom. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  again, 
as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  deficiency  in  fat  or  solids  other  than  fat,  in  the 
majority  of  the  cases,  was  not  due  to  wilful  tampering  with  the  milk.  Of  the  10 
deficient  samples,  it  was  found  that,  in  2 cases,  the  milk  as  supplied  to  the  retailer 
was  under  the  standard;  while  in  one  other  case  the  samples  obtained  at  the  byre 
were  found  to  be  under  the  standard.  No  prosecutions  were  instituted  in  connection 
with  any  of  these  cases. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  period  under  review 
the  milk  was,  in  a large  number  of  cases,  adulterated  by  the  abstraction  of  fat  or 
by  the  addition  of  water. 

Table  II., 

Giving  number  of  Official  Samples  procured  from  Producers , as  compared  with  the 
number  procured  from  Retailers  or  Wholesalers.  In  each  case , the  Samples 
found  deficient  at  the  byre , or  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Retailer  or  Whole- 
saler, are  excluded. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Producers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Retailers  or 
Wholesalers. 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

1914, 

60 

13 

21-7 

63 

8 

127 

1915, 

115 

15 

13  0 

92 

12 

13  0 

1916, 

122 

22 

180 

144 

15 

10  4 

lu17, 

143 

32 

22-4 

109 

9 

8 3 

1918, 

104 

5 

4-8 

136 

9 

6 6 

1919, 

143 

13 

91 

119 

9 

7-6 

1920, 

132 

4 

3 0 

140 

5 

36 

1921, 

240 

11 

4-6 

191 

9 

4-7 

1922, 

222 

8 

3 6 

223 

8 

36 

1923 

246 

9 

3-7 

217 

6 

2-8 

1924, 

260 

10 

3-8 

276 

11 

4-0 

1 25, 

238 

12 

5 0 

286 

12 

42 

1926. 

196 

10 

5*1 

276 

5 

1-8 

19^7, 

184 

1 

0*5 

253 

3 

1-2 

1928, 

163 

3 

1-8 

231 

4 

17 

Totals, 

2.568 

168 

6 5 

2,756 

125 

4-5 

The  percentage  of  producers’  samples  found  deficient  in  1928  was  1-8,  as  com- 
pared with  a percentage  of  1-7  for  the  samples  procured  from  retailers  or  wholesalers. 


35 


In  the  preceding  year,  the  corresponding  percentages  were,  respectively,  0*5 
and  1-2.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  percentage  of  pro- 
ducers’ samples  found  deficient  was  16-0,  as  compared  with  an  average  percentage 
of  4-0  for  the  period  1919-28.  The  corresponding  percentages  for  samples  procured 
from  retailers  or  wholesalers  were  10*2  and  3*3  respectively. 


Table  III., 

Giving  Information  as  to  the  Sources  from  which  the  Samples  were  procured. 


Year 

Retail  Samples  from 
Shops. 

Retail  Samples  from 
Carts. 

Wholesale  Samples  in 
course  of  Delivery. 

Samples  Taken  on 
Delivery 
at  Institutions. 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

de- 

Per- 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

taken. 

ficient. 

centage 

1914,  . 

50 

8 

16-0 

35 

7~ 

20*0 

24 

8 

33  3 

14 

i 

7*1 

1915,  . 

82 

14 

17-1 

64 

4 

6*2 

38 

11 

29-0 

23 

3 

130 

1916,  . 

118 

19 

161 

82 

9 

11*0 

47 

16 

34  0 

19 

1 

5 3 

1917,  . 

83 

11 

133 

54 

6 

111 

92 

34 

37  0 

23 

0 

o-o 

1918,  . 

123 

8 

6-5 

66 

7 

10  6 

49 

4 

8-2 

2 

0 

00 

1919,  . 

101 

14 

13*7 

36 

2 

5*5 

123 

15 

122 

2 

0 

0 0 

1920,  . 

129 

6 

4-7 

32 

2 

6 3 

111 

5 

4-5 

0 

0 

0 0 

1921,  . 

166 

10 

6 0 

87 

3 

3 4 

176 

14 

8-0 

2 

0 

0 0 

1922,  . 

188 

10 

5 3 

86 

5 

5-8 

169 

10 

5 9 

2 

0 

0 0 

1923,  . 

198 

6 

3 0 

86 

3 

3*5 

176 

13 

7 4 

3 

0 

0 0 

1924,  . 

209 

10 

4-8 

129 

8 

6-2 

193 

9 

47 

5 

0 

o-o 

1925,  . 

252 

16 

6*3 

105 

4 

3-8 

158 

8 

51 

9 

0 

o-o 

1926,  • 

242 

9 

3*7 

121 

5 

41 

107 

7 

6 5 

2 

0 

00 

1927,  . 

210 

4 

1-9 

103 

3 

2-9 

113 

5 

4 4 

11 

0 

00 

1928,  • 

203 

6 

3 0 

125 

1 

0-8 

76 

3 

4 0 

0 

0 

o-o 

Totals,  . 

2,354 

151 

6 4 

1,211 

69 

5-7 

1,652 

162 

9-8 

117 

5 

4-3 

During  the  past  year,  the  largest  percentage  (4*0)  of  deficient  samples  was 
found  amongst  those  procured  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  consignee.  This  per- 
centage is,  however,  lower  than  the  corresponding  percentage  in  any  year  during 
the  period  1914-28;  while  it  is  considerably  less  than  the  average  (9 -8)  during  that 
period.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  was  28*3;  while  for 
the  period  1919-28,  this  average  has  fallen  to  6 3. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  purchased  from  retail  carts  was  0 8,  as 
compared  with  2-9  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  period  1914-18,  the  average 
corresponding  percentage  was  11*8,  as  compared  with  4-0  for  the  period  1919-28. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  purchased  in  retail  shops  was  3-0,  as  com- 
pared with  1-9  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  period  1914-18,  the  average 
corresponding  percentage  was  13-8,  as  compared  with  4-8  for  the  period  1919-28. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  deficient  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  during  the  past  year  : — 
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A.  Retailers'  or  Wholesalers'  Samples. 


Complained  of  Sample. 


No. 


Fat. 


2-25 
2-61 
2-80 
3 09 

2- 67 

3- 26 


Other  Solids. 


8-82 

8-67 

8-64 

7-80 

8-59 

7*98 


Sample  taken  on  delivery. 


Fat. 


3 34 

2- 95 
314 

3- 21 
Morn 

3*63 

Even 

4 32 
Morn 

317 
EveD 
3 59 


Other  Solids. 


ing 


mg 

I 

ing 


mg 


8-76 
8 53 
8-92 
815 
8-71 
>54 
8*55 
8-90 


Remarks. 


Penalty  £1. 

No  proceedings  taken. 
Case  withdrawn. 

No  proceedings  taken. 

-Penalty  £1  10s. 

-Letter  of  warning  sent. 


It  will  be  observed  that  in  one  case  the  consignment  in  course  of  delivery  to 
the  retailer  was  found  to  be  under  the  standard  for  fat;  while  in  another  case  the 
consignment  was  under  the  standard  for  solids  other  than  fat.  No  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  retailer  in  either  of  these  cases. 

In  two  other  cases,  no  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  retailer,  even 
although  the  consignments  in  course  of  delivery  were  found  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  The  circumstances  were  as  follows : — 

In  one  of  these  cases  (No.  3)  a pint  of  milk  purchased  in  a retailer’s  shop  was 
found  to  contain  2*80  per  cent,  fat  and  8-64  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The 
quantity  of  milk  received  by  the  retailer  from  the  farmer  concerned  was  10  gallons, 
and  a mixed  sample  from  this  consignment  was  certified  to  contain  3-14  per  cent, 
fat  and  8*92  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  After  the  complaint  was  served,  the 
accused  stated  that  the  farmer  concerned  supplied  daily  a quantity  of  about  60 
gallons  to  various  consignees,  and,  accordingly,  contended  that,  although  the  con- 
signment sampled  in  course  of  delivery  to  him  was  found  to  be  above  the  standard, 
it  was  possible  that  the  contents  of  one  or  more  of  the  cans  supplied  on  that  day 
were  under  the  standard.  It  was  accordingly  arranged  to  procure  on  the  same 
morning  samples  from  the  contents  of  each  of  the  seven  cans  consigned  by  the  farmer. 
A mixed  sample  from  one  10-gallon  can  was  found  to  contain  not  more  than  2*78 
per  cent.  fat.  The  case  against  the  retailer  was  accordingly  withdrawn.  The 
farmer  was  informed  that,  in  a report  issued  by  an  Inter-Departmental  Committee 
some  time  ago,  it  was  recommended  that  “It  should  be  the  producer’s  duty  to  see 
“that  his  milk  is  properly  mixed  in  order  to  supply  milk  that  conforms  with  the 
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“minimum  limit  (3*00  per  cent.  fat).  Accordingly,  each  can  of  milk  consigned  by 
“ a producer  should  contain  milk  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit.” 

The  farmer  thereafter  arranged  to  have  his  milk  “bulked”  before  being  des- 
patched from  the  farm,  and,  on  further  samples  being  taken,  it  was  found  that  the 
contents  of  each  of  the  individual  cans  were  above  the  standard. 

In  the  other  case  (No.  6)  a pint  of  milk  purchased  in  a retail  shop  was  found 
to  contain  3*26  per  cent,  fat  and  7*98  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  com- 
plained-of  sample  was  said  by  the  retailer  to  be  a mixture  from  consignments  of 
“morning”  and  “evening”  milk  supplied  by  one  of  his  consigners.  A mixed 
sample  from  the  consignment  of  “morning”  milk  was  certified  to  contain  3- 17  per 
cent,  fat  and  8 '55  per  cent,  other  solids  ; while  a mixed  sample  from  the  consign- 
ment of  “evening”  milk  contained  3 '59  per  cent,  fat  and  8 '90  per  cent,  other 
solids.  The  retailer  stated  that,  on  the  day  the  complained-of  sample  was  purchased, 
the  farmer  chanced  to  call  upon  him  and  saw  the  third  part  of  the  complained-of 
sample  on  a shelf  in  the  shop.  On  inquiry,  the  farmer  was  informed  that  the 
sample  had  been  taken  that  morning,  and  that,  the  milk  had  been  supplied  by  him. 
It  was  accordingly  thought  right  to  take  further  samples  from  all  the  consignments 
supplied  by  this  farmer,  and  this  was  done  three  weeks  later.  On  this  occasion, 
each  of  the  five  samples  procured  in  course  of  delivery  to  various  consignees  was 
above  standard  for  both  fat  and  other  solids. 

The  contravention  was  carefully  considered  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal  and  myself, 
and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  prior  to  the  first  official  samples  being  procured  in 
course  of  delivery,  the  farmer  was  aware  that  a sample  of  milk  supplied  by  him  had 
been  found  to  be  deficient,  and,  consequently,  would  have  been  aware  that,  follow- 
ing the  usual  practice,  a sample  would  be  taken  in  course  of  delivery  on  the  following 
day,  it  was  decided  not  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  retailer,  but,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  send  him  a letter  of  warning.  In  coming  to  this  decision,  it  was  kept  in 
mind  that  the  retailer  had  been  in  business  for  several  years,  and  that  during  that 
time  several  samples  had  been  purchased  from  him,  all  of  which  had  been  found 
genuine.  Moreover,  the  farmer  who  supplied  the  complained-of  milk  was  the  farmer 
who  supplied  the  milk  in  connection  with  Cases  Nos.  4 and  10,  and  the  percentage 
of  solids  other  than  fat  in  that  consignment  was  only  8' 15. 


B.  Producers’  Samples . 


Complained  of  Sample. 

Sample  taken  at  byre. 

No. 

Remarks. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

7 

2-95 

8'53 

3'29 

8-71 

Letter  of  warning  sent. 

8 

2-60 

8-74 

3 03 

8'75 

No  proceedings  taken. 

1 

Mor 

nin  g-  1 

9 

275 

8 86 

3*26 

Eve 

8'89  ( 
ning  j 

Letter  of  warning  sent. 

1 

, 3*65 

9'09  J 

i 

[ Mor 

ning  ) 

10 

3 '21 

815 

1 3'59 
l Eve 

8'69  1 
ning  { 

Found  not  guilty. 

l 3*73 

8*83  J 
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In  none  of  the  four  byres  visited  during  the  year  was  a mixed  sample  of  the 
milk  of  the  whole  herd  found  to  be  under  the  standard. 

In  one  case,  however  (No.  8),  the  “ morning  ” milk  of  the  cows  which  were  said 
to  have  yielded  the  complained-of  consignment  of  10  gallons  contained  2*86  per 
cent,  fat  and  8-81  per  cent,  other  solids.  No  proceedings  were  accordingly  insti- 
tuted. 

In  two  other  cases,  proceedings  were  also  not  instituted,  because  it  was  found 
that,  although  the  mixed  milk  of  the  whole  herd  was  above  the  standard,  a number 
of  the  individual  cows  both  in  the  morning  and  evening  were  giving  milk  which  was 
under  the  standard.  On  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  the  farmers  were  not  “ bulking  ” 
the  milk,  and  an  undertaking  was  given  that  this  would  be  done  in  future.  An 
undertaking  was  also  given  to  dispose  of  the  cows  which  were  yielding  milk  of  poor 
quality.  Further  samples  were  taken  and  found  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  variations  in  the  quality  of  the  milk 
of  the  individual  cows : — 


Case  No.  8. — It  will  be  observed  that  four  of  the  cows,  which  were  heavy 
milkers,  were  milked  three  times  daily,  and  that  there  was  a very  short  interval 
between  the  afternoon  and  evening  milkings.  The  evening  milk  of  these  four  cows 
was,  therefore,  very  rich  in  fat.  It  had  been  the  practice  to  keep  this  milk  for 
domestic  use.  All  the  milk  at  this  farm  is  invariably  cooled,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly arranged  that  the  “evening”  milk  referred  to  should  be  mixed  with  the 
“morning”  milk.  Since  this  has  been  done,  there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint. 


Cow 

Morning  Milking— 5‘15  a.m. 

Afternoon  Milking— 3 ’30  p.m. 

Evening  Milking— 7 p.m 

No. 

Quantity 

Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solide. 

Quantity 

Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

Quantity 

Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

1 

About 
h gall.  • 

3 42 

861 

About 

h gall*  • 

361 

876 

About 

2 

21  ,,  • 

2 79 

8*88 

If  » • 

417 

8*78 

5 pints  . 

435 

8-90 

3 

h „ • 

410 

8-85 

h „ • 

4-15 

8-97 

4 

2 * „ . 

2 87 

8-80 

If  „ • 

4-30 

8*99 

5 

t » 

3 31 

9-11 

i 

4-65 

9-28 

6 

n „ • 

2 56 

8*84 

U „ • 

3 71 

8-92 

6 pints  . 

5*22 

8*82 

7 

2 „ . 

319 

8-86 

H „ • 

4-60 

9-02 

6 „ . 

6 00 

8-91 

8 

•> 

**  5 5 

2 70 

9-07 

if  „ • 

H >> 

4 22 

8 95 

6 . 

6 35 

8-96 

9 

1 >> 

3*83 

8-67 

3 79 

8*83 

Whole  \ 
herd  / 

12|  „ . 

3 03 

8*75 

10  „ . 

414 

8*83 

... 

Case  No.  9. — On  15th  February,  a pint  of  milk  purchased  from  a farmer’s  retail 
cart  was  certified  to  contain  2*75  per  cent,  fat  and  8*86  per  cent,  other  solids.  The 
complained-of  sample  was  a mixture  of  “morning”  and  “evening”  milk.  As  on  a 
previous  occasion,  the  milk  of  this  herd  had  been  found  under  the  standard,  the 
byre  was  visited  both  in  the  “morning”  and  “evening,”  and  mixed  samples  pro- 
cured of  the  milk  of  the  whole  herd,  and  also  samples  of  the  milk  of  the  individual 


cows. 
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Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 


Cow 

No. 

Morning  Milk— 4 30  a.m. 

Evening  Milk— 3 45  p.m. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

Quantity  Yielded. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

\ 

About  * gallon 

385 

9 21 

About  f gallon 

3 45 

9-47 

2 

99 

2f  „ • 

3 70 

8*88 

9 9 

2 

" ))  • • 

3*85 

9 05 

3 

99 

n • 

312 

8-70 

99 

If  „ • • 

4-65 

9-03 

4 

y i 

n „ . 

4 53 

9 02 

99 

H „ • • 

4*09 

9 43 

5 

)) 

2 „ . 

2-90 

815 

99 

if  „ . . 

3 09 

8 26 

6 

> > 

2 „ . 

3 05 

8-90 

99 

i|  „ . . 

3-32 

8-96 

7 

» 9 

U „ . 

2-55 

8-50 

9 9 

1 „ • • 

2 80 

8-68 

8 

9 9 

u „ . 

278 

8-28 

99 

1 „ • • 

3-40 

8-65 

9 

9 9 

1 ,,  . . 

280 

8-91 

9 9 

Z „ • • 

3 20 

9*25 

10 

99 

z „ . 

2-51 

9 25 

99 

4-48 

9 42 

11 

9 9 

Z „ . 

275 

9 56 

99 

z » ’ ; 

3*70 

9 70 

12 

99 

I >»  • 

2 65 

7*68 

9 9 

i „ . . 

2 81 

8 26 

13 

9 9 

i „ . 

3-48 

8-75 

99 

* „ . 

4-21 

8-93 

14 

9 9 

% „ . . 

5-05 

8 25 

99 

Z pint 

5*30 

8 45 

Whole  ) 
Herd,  f 

99 

16i  „ . . 

3 26 

8*89 

99 

13  gallons 

365 

9-09 

The  results  of  the  byre  samples  were  sent  to  the  farmer,  who  immediately 


thereafter  disposed  of  a number  of  the  cows  which  were  yielding  poor  milk.  Sub- 
sequent samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Gases  Nos.  4 and  10. — On  16th  April,  a pint  of  sweet  milk  purchased  in  a 
retail  shop  was  certified  to  contain  3*09  per  cent,  fat  but  not  more  than  7*80  per 
cent,  solids  other  than  fat  (Case  No.  4).  Two  days  later,  a sample  was  procured 
from  a consignment  of  28  gallons  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer.  This 
sample  was  certified  to  contain  3-21  per  cent,  fat,  but  not  more  than  8- 15  per  cent, 
solids  other  than  fat  (Case  No.  10). 

The  byre  was  visited  on  the  evening  of  18th  April,  and  again  on  the  mornings 

of  19th  and  20th  April. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  samples  taken:  — 


Date. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Fat. 

Other 

Solids. 

18th  April 

Mixed  sample  from  7 gallons  “evening”  milk,  corresponding 
to  the  7 gallons  “evening”  milk  contained  in  the  com- 
plained of  consignment  ....... 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “ evening”  milk  (29*  gallons)  of  all  the 
cows  in  milk  ......... 

3-36 

8-80 

18th  „ . 

3-73 

8-83 

19th  ,,  . 

Mixed  sample  from  7*  gallons  “ morning  ” milk,  being  the 
milk  of  8 cows  milked  before  the  arrival  of  the  Inspectors 

3-69 

7-95 

19th  „ . 

Mixed  sample  of  the  first  21  gallons  of  “ morning  ” milk  taken 
from  the  cows.  This  quantity  corresponded  to  the  quantity 
of  “ morning  ” milk  in  the  complained  of  sample 

3-77 

8-54 

19th  „ . 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  (27  gallons)  of  all  the 
cows  in  milk  ......... 

3 77 

8-56 

20th  „ . 

Mixed  sample  from  9 gallons  “ morning  ” milk,  being  the  milk 
of  the  8 cows  previously  referred  to.  On  this  occasion  the 
cows  were  milked  in  the  presence  of  the  Inspectors  . 

Mixed  sample  of  the  first  21  gallons  of  “ morning  ” milk  taken 
from  the  cows  ......... 

3-56 

8-61 

20th  „ 

3 47 

8-69 

20th  ,,  . 

Mixed  sample  of  the  “ morning  ” milk  (32*  gallons)  of  all  the 
cows  in  milk  ......... 

3-59 

8-69 
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It  will  be  observed  that  one  of  the  samples  procured  at  the  byre,  namely,  a 
sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of  8 cows  contained  only  7 -95  per  cent,  solids  other 
than  fat.  As  however,  these  cows  were  milked  before  the  arrival  of  the  inspectors, 
the  byre  was  re-visited  on  the  following  morning,  when  the  corresponding  sample 
was  found  to  contain  8-61  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

The  accused  pled  “Not  Guilty,”  and  evidence  was  led  at  considerable  length. 
The  Sheriff  found  the  accused  “Not  Guilty.” 

As  the  decision  is  of  considerable  importance  to  all  those  engaged  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  undernoted  is  a complete  copy  of 
the  Sheriff’s  Interlocutor:  — 

The  charge  against  the  accused  is  that  he  delivered  to  a milk-seller  a quantity  of  milk 
which,  on  analysis,  was  found  to  contain  less  than  per  cent,  of  milk  solids  other  than  fat, 
contrary  to  Section  6 and  certain  Sections  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  in  this  case  there  is  a statutory  presumption  that  the  milk  sold  by  the  accused  was 
not  genuine,  that  is,  that  it  was  not  as  it  came  from  the  cow,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  conviction, 
the  accused  is  bound  to  show  that  the  milk  was  not  tampered  with,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
it  was  as  it  came  from  the  cow.  A singular  feature  of  the  milk  examined  is  that  the  fat 
solids  were  above  the  presumptive  standard  of  3 per  cent.,  and  the  suggestion  of  the  prose- 
cution is  that  water  and  cream  had  been  added  to  the  milk  as  it  came  from  the  cow,  water 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  bulk,  and  cream  in  order  to  maintain  the  fat  substance. 

While  the  circumstances  are  calculated  to  raise  suspicion,  and  while,  in  my  judgment, 
inquiry  was  fully  justified,  I have,  on  consideration  of  all  the  evidence,  reached  the  view 
that  the  presumption  referred  to  has  been  rebutted,  and  that  the  accused  is  not  guilty  of 
the  charge. 

The  issue  is  one  of  importance  from  the  point  of  view  of  both  the  public  and  the  dairy 
farmer — the  public  because  it  is  in  their  interest  to  obtain  pure  milk — the  dairy  farmer 
both  because  it  is  in  his  interest  to  supply  the  public  with  pure  milk,  and  because  a con- 
viction stamps  him  as  one  who  has  attempted  to  defraud  the  public. 

The  grounds  upon  which  I am  satisfied  that  in  this  particular  case  the  statutory  pre- 
sumption has  been  rebutted  are  these : — 

In  the  first  place,  while  there  is  a presumption  against  the  accused,  arising  from  the 
analysis  of  the  milk  of  18tli  April,  there  is  also  a presumption  in  his  favour  arising  from  the 
fact,  which  I understand  is  not  disputed,  that  for  15  years  lie  has  carried  on  a large  business 
as  a dairy  farmer,  that  his  milk  has  been  sampled  on  previous  occasions,  and  that  this  is 
the  first  occasion  on  which  complaint  has  arisen. 

The  second  ground  is  that  disclosed  in  the  judgments  which  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary 
gave  in  the  case  of  Lamont  against  Rodger,  in  which  the  issue  before  me  was  the  subject  of 
judicial  consideration.  In  that  case,  a farmer  was  charged  with  selling  milk  which  was  under 
the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Regulations.  Evidence  was  given  by  the  accused  and  his 
mother  and  servants  that  the  milk  had  not  been  tampered  with  in  any  way. 

The  Sheriff-Substitute  stated  that  he  believed  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses.  The  High 
Court  held  that,  if  the  Sheriff-Substitute  believed  these  witnesses,  then  he  was  bound  to  hold 
that  the  statutory  presumption  against  the  accused  had  been  rebutted. 

In  giving  judgment,  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  stated — “ The  presumption  under  the  Regu- 
lations is  that  if  milk  is  not  up  to  the  required  standard  it  has  been  tampered  with,  and  the 
presumption  holds  good  unless  the  accused  is  able  to  overcome  it  by  proving  substantively 
that  no  tampering  has  taken  place.”  If  an  accused  denies  in  evidence  that  the  milk  has  been 
tampered  with,  and  his  denial  is  corroborated  by  his  mother  and  servants,  and  if  that  evi- 
dence is  believed,  can  it  be  said  that  he  does  not  prove  the  contrary,  and  satisfy  the  onus  of 
proof  which  is  put  upon  him  by  the  Regulation.  I am  very  clear  that  in  these  circumstances 
he  does  so.  All  that  is  necessary  is  credible  testimony,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  evi- 
dence given  here  should  not  be  so  regarded,  although  not  corroborated  by  a neutral  witness. 
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Even  if  such  a witness  were  forthcoming,  it  would  be  open  to  observation  that  the  witness 
was  not  neutral  at  all,  but  was  brought  in  for  the  purpose. 

The  same  question  was  considered  in  the  case  of  Scott  against  Jack.  In  that  case,  a 
farmer  was  charged  with  selling  milk  which  was  not  genuine,  and  it  was  proved  at  the  trial 
that  the  milk  had  not  been  tampered  with  or  adulterated  after  being  taken  from  the  cow,  but 
that  the  deficiency  of  milk  fat  and  solids  other  than  fat  was  due  to  the  method  of  feeding, 
which  had  been  purposely  adopted  by  the  accused  to  secure  quantity  of  milk  irrespective  of 
quality.  The  accused  was  acquitted,  and  it  was  held  on  appeal  that  no  offence  had  been 
committed  either  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  or  under  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,  1901.  The  appeal  was  dismissed. 

After  taking  into  consideration  all  the  evidence  in  the  case,  I find  it  possible  to  accept 
the  testimony  of  the  accused  and  his  son  and  daughter,  and  the  cattleman  and  his  wife,  that 
the  milk  was  not  tampered  with  between  the  time  that  it  was  taken  from  the  cows  and  the 
time  it  was  sampled.  The  evidence  referred  to  the  milking  operation,  the  cooling  operation, 
and  the  distribution  and  delivery  to  the  retailer  in  Aberdeen,  or,  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
samples,  delivery  to  the  Inspecting  Officers,  and  I am  satisfied  that  on  no  occasion  had  they 
either  tampered  with  the  milk  or  added  water  and  cream.  What  reason  is  there  why  I 
should  disbelieve  these  witnesses?  After  seeing  them  in  the  witness  box  and  hearing  their 
evidence,  I am  not  prepared  to  find  that  they  have  deliberately  perjured  themselves,  and  that 
the  milk  was  tampered  with  between  the  time  it  was  brought  from  the  cow  and  the  time  it 
reached  the  hands  of  the  retailer. 

For  the  complainer  it  was  argued  that  the  sample  of  the  morning  milk  of  the  19th 
instant  suggested  that  the  evidence  that  they  had  not  tampered  with  the  milk  was  untrue. 
The  situation,  to  put  it  more  plainly,  is  this.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  milk  was 
found  to  be  under  the  standard,  and  the  officers  arranged  to  go  to  the  byre  on  the  following 
morning  at  a particular  fixed  hour  for  the  purpose  of  taking  samples.  When  they  reached 
the  farm  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  milking  of  the  cows  in  the  small  byre  had  been 
almost  completed.  An  analysis  of  the  milk  in  the  small  byre  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
was  below  the  standard  as  regards  solids  other  than  fat.  The  suggestion,  as  I understand 
it,  is  that  the  accused  and  members  of  his  family,  knowing  or  believing  that  the  milk 
which  had  been  taken  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  was  likely  to  be  below  the  standard,  had 
deliberately  risen  early  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  gone  to  the  small  byre,  and,  before 
the  officers  arrived,  put  into  the  milk  pail  into  which  the  milk  was  going  to  be  put  from 
the  cows  a quantity  of  water  and  cream  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  milk  to  such  an  extent 
as  would  suggest  to  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  that  the  milk  from  the  small  byre 
was  genuine,  as  both  on  the  18th  and  19th  it  was  below  the  standard  of  solids  other  than  fat. 
It  is  difficult  to  credit  these  people  with  concocting  such  a plot.  They  did  not  know  what 
the  result  of  the  analysis  of  the  milk  of  the  18th  April  would  be.  They  could  not  know 
that  the  small  byre  milk  would  be  analysed  separately.  They  could  not  foresee  that  an 
analysis  of  the  combined  milk  from  the  small  and  large  byre  would  show  a result  above  the 
standard  in  the  case  of  solids  other  than  fat.  There  is,  however,  a further  objection  to 
drawing  any  adverse  inference  from  the  analysis  of  the  sample  of  the  small  byre  morning 
milk  of  19th  April,  namely,  that  that  sample  was  not  divided  into  three  parts,  and  one  given 
to  the  accused. 

As  I read  the  Act,  every  sample  of  milk  taken  for  the  purpose  of  being  analysed  must 
be  divided  into  three  parts,  the  accused  getting  one  part,  the  inspectors  another,  and  another 
being  retained  for  analysis,  if  necessary,  by  Somerset  House.  The  reason  for  that  require- 
ment, of  course,  is  that  the  accused  should  have  an  opportunity  to  check  the  analysis  of  the 
Local  Authority.  Accordingly,  it  is,  I think,  very  doubtful  whether  the  sample  taken  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th  can  be  used  at  all  in  this  case  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

The  third  ground  upon  which  I have  reached  a conclusion  favourable  to  the  accused  is 
this.  Recent  scientific  investigations  have  shown  that  milk  may  be  genuine  although  below 
the  standard  in  solids  other  than  fat,  and  that  the  milk  of  cows  may,  owing  to  physiological 
factors,  vary  in  quality  almost  from  day  to  day  to  such  an  extent  that  it  may  be  above  the 
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standard  one  day  and  below  the  standard  the  next,  both  as  regards  fat  solids  and  solids 
other  than  fat. 

I have  carefully  considered  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Drinkwater  and  Mr.  Cumming,  Veterinary 
Surgeon,  and  also  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Cumming,  the  complainer,  and  I have  read  their 
evidence  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Tocher’s  pamphlet  on  the  “Variation  in  the  Proportion  of, 
Solids  not  Fat  in  Milk.”  Dr.  Tocher,  referring  to  a table  of  results  of  analyses  of  milk 
samples,  says — “It  will  thus  be  seen  from  the  table  that  167  samples,  out  of  a total  of  676 
samples  of  milk,  contained  solids  not  fat  less  than  8-5  per  cent,  of  the  presumptive  limit. 
Thus  24'7  per  cent.,  or  roughly  one-quarter,  of  the  total  number  of  samples  of  milk  from 
individual  cows  contained  less  than  8*5  per  cent.,  a rather  striking  result.  If  these  167  cows 
were  taken  and  divided  into  herds,  there  would  be  herds  which  would  frequently  bring  the 
dairyman  into  trouble  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  cows  give  milk  poor  in  solids  not 
fat.”  Further,  after  referring  to  other  tables,  he  adds  that  as  great  a variation  as  10 
per  cent,  of  the  mean  value  of  solids  not  fat  can  take  place  in  one  day.  On  one  particular 
day  out  of  the  39  days  the  bulked  milk  of  the  herd  of  24  cows  gave  less  than  8'5  per  cent, 
of  solids  not  fat.  On  one  other  day  the  percentage  of  solids  not  fat  was  exactly  8*5  per 
cent.  The  average  percentage  of  solids  not  fat  for  the  whole  herd  for  the  39  days  was  9‘02 
per  cent.  The  record  for  39  days  is  therefore  very  illuminating  and  shows  the  actual  fact 
of  a herd  of  24  cows  giving  on  one  particular  day  less  than  the  prescribed  presumptive 
limit  of  8*5  per  cent.  More  important  than  this  fact  is  the  fact  of  the  irregularity  in  the 
percentages  of  solids  not  fat  from  day  to  day.  As  already  pointed  out,  it  is  the  custom  of 
certain  Local  Authorities  to  take  byre  samples  after  an  official  sample  has  been  found  to  be 
below  the  prescribed  limit,  so  that  we  again  raise  the  question,  do  byre  samples  really  help 
in  detecting  adulteration.  As  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Tocher,  byre  samples  do  not  help  the 
Court  very  much,  because  there  is  no  constancy  in  the  proportions  of  butter  fat  found  in 
bulked  milk  from  the  same  cows  day  after  day.  It  appears  from  these  results  that  the  same 
remarks  hold  true  with  regard  to  solids  not  fat  in  the  bulked  milk  of  the  same  cows  day 
after  day.  We  cannot  argue  because  a byre  sample  is  found  to  contain,  a higher  proportion 
of  solids  not  fat  than  the  official  sample,  that  the  official  sample  was  adulterated.  The 
evidence  must  be  obtained  from  those  handling  the  milk. 

I also  refer  to  the  investigations  of  Mr.  Cumming,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  where  sub- 
stantially similar  results  to  Dr.  Tocher’s  were  obtained.  Mr.  Cumming  quite  frankly 
recognised  that  there  were  many  cases  in  which  samples  of  milk  fell  below  the  standard  in 
solids  other  than  fat,  and  he  added  that  he  would  not  have  prosecuted  in  this  case  if  “the 
appeal  to  the  cow  ” had  shown  a similar  result.  I can  well  believe  that,  because  Mr. 
Cumming  is  an  extremely  fair  and  impartial  prosecutor,  and  I know  that  his  whole  object 
is  to  secure  in  Aberdeen  a pure  milk  supply. 

I have  also  carefully  considered  the  scientific  evidence  put  before  me  with  regard  to  the 
causes  which  might  result  in  milk  being  above  the  standard  in  the  case  of  fat  and  below 
the  standard  in  the  case  of  solids  other  than  fat.  These  causes  are  said  to  be  feeding,  low 
temperature  in  the  byre,  the  effects  of  calving,  and  so  on.  To  what  extent  these  individual 
factors  contribute  I am  not  of  course  qualified  to  say,  and,  so  far  as  I have  considered  the 
evidence,  I do  not  think  it  clear  in  what  proportions  these  factors  play  their  part.  In 
view  of  these  results  from  scientific  investigations,  it  is  not  possible  to  hold  that  the  results 
of  the  various  adverse  analyses  are  inconsistent  with  the  milk  being  other  than  genuine. 

I must  refer  to  one  other  point.  It  must  be  admitted,  of  course,  that  the  results  shown 
in  the  various  analyses  of  the  milk  of  the  18th  and  the  milk  of  the  19th  could  have  been 
produced  by  the  addition  of  water  and  cream,  but,  for  the  reasons  I have  already  given,  I 
am  unable  to  find  that  that  was  done.  Mr.  Cumming,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  made  a very 
illuminating  contribution  to  the  evidence  when  he  said  that  assuming  that  7 gallons  of 
milk  taken  from  the  cows  in  the  small  byre  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  was  genuine,  that 
is,  that  it  was  above  the  standard  of  8*5  per  cent.,  then  in  order  to  reduce  the  milk  as 
regards  solids  other  than  fat  to  the  standard  shown  on  analysis,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
add  at  least  a gallon  of  water,  or,  in  other  words,  that  1 gallon  of  water  would  require  to 
bp  added  to  6 gallons  of  milk  ip  order  to  produce  the  analysis  of  7’95. 
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I have  only  one  further  observation  to  make.  In  view  of  the  law  as  explained  in  the 
cases  referred  to,  and  the  results  of  recent  scientific  investigation,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
pathway  of  the  prosecutor  in  these  cases  is  beset  with  difficulties  which  formerly  were  not 
thought  to  exist.  I believe  that  in  certain  quarters  it  has  been  suggested  that  it  would  be 
in  the  public  interest  that  specific  standards  should  be  fixed  for  various  qualities  of  milk, 
below  which  standard  it  would  be  a statutory  offence  to  sell  these  different  qualities  of 
milk.  At  present,  as  I have  said,  the  pathway  to  a conviction  is  beset  with  difficulties, 
scientific  and  associated  with  the  credibility  of  evidence,  and,  not  unnaturally,  the  Courts, 
unless  on  the  clearest  grounds,  hesitate  to  affix  to  any  dairy  farmer  the  stigma  of  fraudu- 
lently making  profits  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

Gradation  of  milk  standards  such  as  has  been  suggested  would  remove  the  uncertainty 
associated  with  the  present  standards,  and  also  much  of  the  difficulty  facing  the  public 
authorities  in  their  endeavour,  in  the  public  interest,  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  milk 
supply.  For  these  reasons,  I propose  to  find  that  the  accused  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge. 


The  main  point  about  the  decision  is  that  it  virtually  implies  that,  no  matter 
how  soon  the  appeal  to  the  cow  is  made,  and  no  matter  how  often  these  appeals  are 
made,  the  information  thus  obtained  does  not  afford  any  guidance  to  the  Court. 
Our  practice  has  been  to  visit  the  byre  as  early  as  possible,  usually  within  24  hours 
after  the  procuring  of  the  complained-of  sample,  and  obtain  a sample  of  the  cor- 
responding milk.  Hitherto,  the  information  thus  obtained  has  been  accepted  by 
the  Court  as  evidence  as  to  whether  or  not  the  milk  had  been  adulterated.  In  view, 


however,  of  the  nature  of  the  expert  evidence  given  in  this 

case,  it  would  appear 

that  “an  appeal  to  the  cow, 

” even  if  made  within  24  hours,  serves  no  useful  purpose. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  frequently  found  that  the  mixed  milk  of  a herd 

may  fall  under  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  it  is  inter- 

esting  to  observe  that  the 

average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  in  all  the 

official  samples  of  sweet  milk,  including  deficient  samples,  taken  in  Aberdeen  since 

1919,  are  as  follows  : — 

Year. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

1919, 

262 

3-38 

8-95 

1920, 

272 

3-48 

8-96 

1921, 

429 

3-50 

8-89 

1922, 

445 

3*53 

8-91 

1923, 

462 

3-58 

8*88 

1924, 

533 

3*55 

8-88 

1925, 

524 

3-48 

8-92 

1926, 

472 

3*51 

8-89 

1927, 

437 

3*56 

8-88 

1928, 

404 

3 55 

8-87 

No  similar  information 

is  available  for  the  earlier  years. 

In  calculating  these  averages,  no  account  was 

i'  taken 

of  abnormal  samples. 

Accordingly,  the  undernoted  samples  were  omitted : 

— 

Year. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

1921, 

1724 

7-76 

1921, 

8-23 

8*69 

1923, 

8-59 

8-09 

1924, 

7-55 

8 51 

1924, 

7*00 

8-72 

1924, 

6-95 

8-50 

1926, 

6-75 

8’50 

1927, 

7-05 

8-50 
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Informal  Sann'ples  of  Sweet  Milk. 

The  total  number  of  informal  samples  procured  during  the  year,  exclusive  of 
the  12  samples  procured  at  byres  or  in  course  of  transit  between  the  byre  and  the 
City,  was  364,  and  of  these,  70  were  found  to  be  under  the  standard.  Thirty-six  of 
these  were  samples  of  the  milk  of  individual  cows  in  herds. 

I have  again  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  County  Authorities  of  Aberdeen 
and  Kincardine  for  their  willingness  at  all  times  to  procure  samples  from  consign- 
ments taken  delivery  of  within  their  districts,  which  consignments  have,  as  the 
result  of  informal  samples  taken  in  the  City,  been  found  to  be  under  the  standard. 


Skimmed  Milk. 

Twenty-nine  official  samples  of  skimmed  milk  were  procured  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  all  were  found  to  be  genuine.  The  quantity  of  skimmed  milk  sold  in  the 
City  is  considerably  less  than  in  pre-war  years. 


Year. 

1914, 

No.  of 
Samples. 

7 

No.  under 
Standard. 

0 

Percentage 
under  Standard. 

o-o 

1915, 

25 

0 

o-o 

1916, 

58 

11 

190 

1917, 

50 

2 

4-0 

1918, 

18 

1 

5*6 

1919, 

17 

2 

11-8 

1920, 

24 

1 

4-2 

1921, 

34 

0 

o-o 

1922, 

40 

0 

o-o 

1923, 

48 

0 

o-o 

1924, 

42 

0 

o-o 

1925, 

45 

0 

o-o 

1926, 

55 

0 

o-o 

1927, 

38 

2 

5*3 

1928, 

29 

0 

0-0 

'totals, 

530 

19 

3-6 

$ 


The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  contained  in 
skimmed  milk  procured  during  the  last  ten  years  were  as  under : — 


the  samples  of 


Year. 

1919  . 

1920  . 

1921  . 

1922  . 

1923  . 

1924  . 

1925  . 

1926  . 

1927  . 

1928  . 


No.  of  Other 

Samples.  Fat.  Solids. 

17  ...  1-71  ...  8-86 

24  ...  1*17  ...  8*91 

34  ...  1*39  ...  8'89 

40  ...  1-21  ...  8*87 

48  ...  1T3  ...  8-92 

42  ...  0-76  ...  9-21 

45  ...  0-93  ...  9T9 

55  ...  0-85  ...  9-20 

38  ...  0-89  ...  9-07 

29  ...  0-73  ...  9*08 


The  greater  part  of  the  skimmed  milk  sold  in  Aberdeen  is  “ separated. ” The 
proportion  of  “hand  skimmed”  milk  is  steadily  decreasing. 

Cream. 

Thirty-one  samples  were  procured,  13  of  these  being  of  “ordinary”  cream,  and 
18  of  “double”  cream. 

In  view  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  viz., 
that  “ordinary”  cream  should  contain  10  per  cent,  butter  fat,  and  “double”  cream 
40  per  cent,  butter  fat,  the  undernoted  particulars  as  to  prices  and  quality  are  of 
interest.  Half-a-pint  of  “ ordinary  ”cream  was  purchased  in  each  case.  Undernoted 
are  particulars : — 

Ordinary  Cream. 

(Official  Samples.) 


No. 

Price. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

No. 

Price. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

1. 

8d. 

26-25 

7-10 

8. 

8d. 

15-30 

7-29 

2. 

8d. 

20-41 

7-37 

9. 

8d. 

27-90 

6-70 

3. 

8d. 

23-89 

7-05 

10. 

8d. 

23-29 

7-11 

4. 

8d. 

19-20 

7-48 

11. 

8d. 

15-09 

7-87 

5. 

8d. 

21-37 

7-27 

12. 

8d. 

21-81 

7-24 

6. 

8d. 

21-60 

7-26 

13. 

8d. 

26-14 

6-84 

7. 

8d. 

19-40 

7-55 

In  previous  years,  there  was  a considerable  difference  in  the  price  of  “ordinary  ” 
cream  as  sold  in  the  City,  and  this  accordingly  affected  the  percentages  of  butter 
fat  contained  in  the  samples.  It  will  be  observed  that  a uniform  price  was  charged 
for  all  the  samples  obtained  last  year.  There  was,  however,  a considerable  variation 
in  the  quantities  of  butter  fat,  the  percentages  ranging  from  15-09  to  27*90. 

Double  Cream. 

(Infoi'mal  Samples.) 


No. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

No. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

14. 

31 

ozs. 

6d. 

53-99 

4*46 

*23. 

6 ozs. 

5Jd. 

27-83 

4-02 

15. 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

56-57 

4-04 

*24. 

6 ozs. 

5|d. 

25-06 

7-20 

16. 

3 

ozs. 

9d. 

46-51 

4-98 

*25. 

6 ozs. 

5Jd. 

25’45 

6-53 

17. 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

52-34 

4-44 

26. 

3^  ozs. 

7d. 

52-89 

4-85 

18 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

58-28 

3-84 

*27. 

6 ozs. 

5^d. 

25-00 

7*15 

19. 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

59-03. 

3-79 

*28. 

6 ozs. 

5|d. 

26  02 

6- 96 

20. 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

55'95 

4-06 

29. 

*S 1 
N 

o 

Is.  Id. 

53  44 

4-87 

21. 

4 

ozs. 

9d. 

48-90 

4-73 

30. 

— 

— 

54-05 

5-55 

22. 

4 

ozs. 

6d. 

58-23 

5-27 

31. 

— 

— 

52-35 

5-53 

* Sold  as  "rich.”  or  "thick”  cream. 


It  will  be  observed  that,  proportionately  with  the  price  charged  and  the  quan- 
tity supplied,  there  were  considerable  differences  in  the  percentages  of  butter  fat 

contained  in  the  samples. 
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None  of  the  samples  of  either  “ordinary”  or  “double”  cream  contained  any 
preservative. 

Butter. 

Seventeen  official  samples  were  purchased,  and,  of  these,  two  contained  an  ex- 
cess of  moisture,  the  respective  percentages  being  18- 22  and  24-55.  Proceedings  were 
instituted,  and  a penalty  of  <£2  was  imposed  in  each  case.  None  of  the  samples 
contained  preservative. 

Margarine. 

Twenty -four  “informal”  samples  were  procured,  all  of  which  were  certified 
genuine.  None  of  the  samples  contained  preservative. 

In  eight  cases  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  as  regards  labelling  and  wrapping, 
were  not  strictly  complied  with,  and  the  sellers  were  communicated  with. 

Ice  Cream. 


Twenty-one  official  samples  were  analysed.  Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 


j No. 

Price. 

Weight  of 
third  part  of 
sample. 

Fat. 

1 

Solids. 

1 

Ash. 

Deposit. 

1 

6d. 

3 ozs. 

3 27 

28-00 

0-62 

2 

6d. 

4 „ 

2-96 

26-61 

0-59 

3 

6d. 

6 

3-67 

2612 

0-59 

4 

6d. 

3 ?, 

2-59 

26  16 

1-09 

5 

6d. 

51  „ 

2 37 

25  18 

0-65 

Brown  sand-like  material. 

6 

6d. 

5 

1-58 

28-91 

0-59 



7 

6d. 

51  ,, 

1-22 

26  35 

0-63 

A few  metal  flakes. 

8 

6d. 

„ 

1-36 

25-20 

0-64 



i 9 

6d. 

5h  „ 

0-45 

19-78 

0-68 

1 io 

6d. 

U ., 

3 02 

26-61 

0-59 



11 

6d. 

5 ,, 

2-18 

29  45 

0*62 



12 

9d. 

41  „ 

2 67 

26  60 

0-53 

13 

6d. 

4 

3-42 

25-65 

0*72 

14 

8d. 

5 

3-34 

26-78 

0-62 

15 

6d. 

31  „ 

2-89 

26  13 

0-66 

16 

Is.  6d. 

4f  „ 

7*55 

30-65 

0-61 

17 

6d. 

21  „ 

3-20 

23-70 

0-58 

18 

6d. 

2*  „ 

7-60 

30-50 

0-73 

19 

6d. 

4^  J5 

2-54 

30-49 

0-61 

20 

6d. 

51  „ 

2-66 

27’05 

0-67 

21 

6d. 

21  „ 

2-86 

24-20 

0-66 

None  of  the  samples  contained  any  preservative. . 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  one  of  the  samples  the  percentage  of  milk  fat  was 
less  than  1 per  cent. ; in  three  samples  more  than  1,  but  less  than  2 per  cent. ; in 
nine  samples  more  than  2,  but  less  than  3 per  cent. ; in  six  samples  more  than  3,  but 
less  than  4 per  cent.  In  the  remaining  two  samples,  the  corresponding  percentages 
were,  respectively,  7 '55  and  7-60  per  cent. 

In  July,  1925,  a circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  ice  cream  dealers  in  the  City, 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  found  that  a number  of  samples 
contained  considerably  less  than  3 per  cent,  milk  fat,  and  had  obviously  been  made 


47 


with  skimmed  or  separated  milk,  or  with  a mixture  of  milk  and  water.  It  was  also 
pointed  out  that  the  price  charged  for  the  poorer  qualities  of  ice  cream  was  at  least 
as  great,  and  in  some  cases  considerably  greater  than  for  the  better  qualities.  The 
suggestion  was  made  in  the  circular  that,  in  the  public  interest,  only  sweet  milk 
should  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Since  the  date  of  the  circular , samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  analysed  annually, 
and  it  ha9  been  found  that  several  dealers  are  consistently  making  ice  cream  of  poor 
quality  so  far  as  the  percentage  of  milk  fat  is  concerned. 

As  already  observed,  four  of  the  samples  procured  during  the  past  year  con- 
tained less  than  2 per  cent,  milk  fat,  and  the  makers  of  these  samples  had  on  several 
previous  occasions  been  communicated  with.  Letters  were  again  sent  to  them  on 
this  occasion,  and  they  were  asked  to  offer  any  explanation  if  they  cared  to  do  so. 
Two  of  the  dealers  called  and  stated  that,  on  account  of  the  large  quantity  they 
were  compelled  to  give  for  a certain  price,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  make  ice 
cream  of  a better  quality. 

From  the  information  obtained  in  connection  with  all  the  samples  taken  during 
the  past  year,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  are  several  anomalies  regarding  the 
quantity  supplied  and  the  price  charged.  For  example,  the  sample  which  contained 
0*45  percent,  milk  fat  weighed  16|  ozs.,  as  compared  with  a sample  containing  3-67 
per  cent,  fat  and  weighing  18  ozs. ; another  sample  containing  3*02  per  cent,  fat 
and  weighing  19 J ozs.,  and  a third  sample  containing  2-66  per  cent,  fat  and  weighing 
16 J ozs.  The  price  charged  for  each  of  these  samples  was  6d.  As  regards  the  three 
other  samples  which  contained  less  than  2 per  cent,  fat,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
quantities  supplied  were,  respectively,  15  ozs.,  15 J ozs.,  and  16J  ozs.  The  price 
charged  for  these  samples  was  also  6d. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  nothing  further  can  be  done  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  City  until  a minimum  standard  of  milk  fat  is 

prescribed  by  law. 

The  cylinder  in  which  the  ice  cream  containing  metal  flakes  was  manufactured 
was  found  to  be  in  a defective  condition.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent,  and  the 
cylinder  was  immediately  thereafter  put  into  a satisfactory  condition.  The  seller  of 
the  sample  containing  a sand-like  deposit  was  also  communicated  with. 

Cheese. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  purchased,  and  all  found  genuine.  The 
percentages  of  butter  fat  ranged  from  19-10  to  43-94.  In  none  of  the  samples  was 
any  preservative  found. 


Ran  sages. 

Thirty  official  and  25  “informal”  samples  of  beef  sausages,  and  two  official  and 
five  “ informal  ” samples  of  pork  sausages  were  procured.  Two  of  the  official  samples 
of  beef  sausages  were  found  to  contravene  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  The 
only  preservative  permissible  in  sausages  is  sulphur  dioxide  in  proportions  not  ex- 
ceeding 450  parts  per  million.  The  proportions  of  sulphur  dioxide  found  in  the 
complained-of  samples  were,  respectively,  638  and  732  parts  per  million.  Proceed- 
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ings  were  instituted  in  both  cases,  and  penalties  of  20s.  and  25s.  imposed.  No  boron 
preservative  was  found  in  any  of  the  samples. 

Mince. 

Thirty-four  official  and  25  “ informal”  samples  were  procured.  Five  of  the 
official  samples  were  found  to  contravene  the  requirements.  Four  of  these  samples 
were  procured  in  the  months  during  which  no  preservative  is  permissible  in  mince. 
The  proportions  of  sulphur  dioxide  found  in  these  samples  were,  respectively,  49, 
66,  95,  and  187  parts  per  million.  The  remaining  deficient  sample  was  purchased 
in  September,  in  which  month  the  quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  permissible  is  450 
parts  per  million.  The  quantity  found  in  the  complained-of  sample  was  525  parts 
per  million.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  each  of  the  five  cases,  the  penalties 
ranging  from  15s.  to  20s. 

It  was  found  that  the  presence  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  a sample  of  mince  recently 
purchased  in  a butcher’s  shop  in  the  City  was  due  to  the  butcher,  immediately 
before  mincing  the  beef  referred  to,  having  passed  through  the  mincer  a quantity 
of  sausage  meat  containing  preservative,  and  failed  to  clean  out  the  mincer.  A 
letter  has  accordingly  been  sent  to  all  butchers  pointing  out  the  necessity  in  such 
circumstances  of  thoroughly  cleaning  out  the  mincer  before  it  is  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mincing  beef. 

Smoked  Fish . ^ , 

Forty-one  “informal”  samples  were  procured.  In  three  of  these,  definite  quan- 
tities of  sulphur  dioxide  were  found,  the  proportions  being,  respectively,  2,  2,  and 
10  parts  per  million.  In  other  four  samples,  a doubtful  trace  of  sulphur  dioxide 
was  found.  The  Public  Analyst  certified  that  this  quantity  amounted  to  less  than 
0-5  parts  per  million. 

No  preservative  is  allowed  to  be  used  in  fish.  Full  inquiry  was  made  as  regards 
the  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  samples  referred  to,  and  the  opinion  was  formed  that  its 
presence  must  have  been  due  to  some  material  used  in  the  process  of  smoking. 

Colouring  Powders. 

Thirteen  “informal”  samples  of  colouring  powders — used  in  the  manufacture 

of  sausages — were  procured.  All  were  certified  to  contain  no  prohibited  colours. 

-^1 

Sponge  Fingers , Sponge  Cakes , and  Sponge  Biscuits. 

Twenty-two  samples — 6 of  fingers,  14  of  sponge  cakes,  and  2 of  biscuits,  were 
procured,  all  of  which  were  certified  genuine,  with  the  exception  of  a sample  of 
sponge  cakes,  which  contained  003  per  cent,  boric  acid,  equal  to  300  parts  per 
million. 

The  baker  was  communicated  with,  and  samples  of  all  the  articles,  viz.,  butter, 
liquid  eggs,  cream  powder,  carbonate  of  soda,  and  ammonia,  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  cakes,  were  analysed.  No  boric  acid  was,  however,  found  in  any  of  these 
articles, 
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Cream  Cakes , Buns,  <&c. 

Forty-five  “informal ” samples  of  articles  sold  as  containing  “cream"’  were 
analysed.  Twenty-five  of  the  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine,  the  percentages 
of  butter  fat  ranging  from  22*89  to  57*38.  As  regards  the  remaining  20  samples, 
the  Analyst  stated  that  they  contained  almost  certainly  margarine  or  a mixture  of 
similar  fats.  In  every  case  it  was  found  that  the  margarine  and  the  lowest  per- 
centages of  cream  were  found  in  the  cheapest  cakes. 

Tinned  Pea is. 

Thirty  “informal”  samples  were  procured,  and  all  stated  to  contain  no  copper. 
Barley . 

Thirty-six  “informal”  samples  were  procured,  and  all  certified  to  contain  no 

sulphur  dioxide. 

Jams  and  Jellies . 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  Eight  of  the  samples  contained  no 
preservative,  while,  in  the  remaining  7 samples,  the  quantities  of  sulphur  dioxide 
present  ranged  from  4 to  30  parts  per  million.  Glucose  was  found  in  three  of  the 
samples,  the  percentages  being,  respectively,  12*84,  13*24,  and  16*60.  The  maxi- 
mum quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  permitted  is  40  parts  per  million. 

Syrup  and  Treacle . 

Six  “informal”  samples  of  syrup  and  one  of  treacle  were  purchased.  No 
sulphur  dioxide  was  found  in  the  sample  of  treacle,  while  the  quantities  found  in  the 
six  samples  of  syrup  ranged  from  74  to  314  parts  per  million.  The  maximum  quan- 
tity permitted  is  450  parts  per  million. 

Dried  Fruits. 

Twenty-nine  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  Fourteen  of  these  were  certi- 
fied to  contain  no  preservative  . 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  samples  which  contained  preserva- 
tive : — 


Nature  of  Article. 

Nature  and  Amount  of  Preservative. 

Raisins, 

34  parts  S02 

per  million. 

j > • 

9 

a 

Apple  Rings, 

46 

j} 

a 

5 9 

22 

a 

i > 

Dried  Apricots,  . 

499 

a 

it 

»> 

1,421 

n 

>t 

» 

896 

ft 

n 

. 1,127 

» » 

,, 

Candied  Lemon  Peel, 

9 

>9 

Dried  Pears, 

646 

fi 

it 

307 

a 

it 

Fruit  Salad, 

307 

a 

tt 

a 

320 

n 

a 

a • 

486 

• j 

a 

t 

685 

n 

a 
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None  of  the  samples  of  sultanas  or  candied  orange  peel  contained  any 
preservative. 

The  maximum  quantity  of  preservative  permitted  in  candied  peel  is  100  parts 
SO2  per  milliom;  in  raisins  and  sultanas,  750  parts;  and  in  apricots,  pears,  and 
apples,  2,000  parts. 

A pples. 

Nine  “ informal”  samples  were  procured.  Arsenic  was  found  in  four  of  the 
samples,  the  percentages  being,  respectively,  0‘08,  0-27,  0*50,  and  0*80  parts  per 
million.  As  regards  the  sample  containing  the  largest  proportion  (0*80)  of  arsenic, 
the  Analyst  stated  that  it  would  require  about  3 lbs.  of  apples  to  give  the  minimum 
medicinal  dose. 


Ten  “ informal  ” samples  were  procured  and  examined  for  the  presence  of  for- 
malin or  boric  acid. 

In  one  sample,  boric  acid,  in  the  proportion  of  3 parts  per  million,  was  found. 
The  Analyst  stated  that  the  quantity  was  negligible,  and  that  larger  quantities, 
derived  naturally  from  the  soil,  have  been  found  in  other  fruits. 

Coffee. 

Twenty-one  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  Two  samples,  which  were 
labelled  “coffee  and  chicory  mixture,”  contained,  respectively,  28-7  and  42’5  per 
cent,  chicory. 

Essence  of  Coffee. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  procured.  All  were  certified  to  contain  no 
preservative. 

Pickles  and  Sauces. 

Twenty-seven  “informal”  samples,  10  of  pickles  and  17  of  sauces,  were 
analysed.  Only  one  of  the  samples,  viz.,  a sample  of  tomato  sauce  contained  any 
preservative.  This  sample  contained  240  parts  per  million  benzoic  acid.  The  maxi- 
mum quantity  permissible  is  250  parts  per  million. 

Vinegar. 

Sixteen  “informal”  samples  were  procured,  all  of  which  were  certified  to  con- 
tain no  mineral  acid  or  preservative. 

N on-alcoholic  Wines , Cordials,  and  Fruit  Juices. 

Eighteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 
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Nature  of  Article. 

Ginger  Wine,  .... 

Nature  and  Amount  of  Preservative. 

Nil. 

»)  .... 

443  parts  per  1,000,000  Benzoic  Acid. 

M .... 

296 

5} 

55 

55 

» .... 

456 

55 

15 

55 

,,  .... 

425 

55 

55 

55 

,,  .... 

39 

m 

55 

so2. 

Raspberry  Wine,  .... 

748 

55 

55 

Salicylic  Acid. 

,,  .... 

371 

55 

51 

Benzoic  Acid. 

Sherry  Wine  Flavour  Cordial, 

357 

5 5 

55 

55 

Port  „ „ 

541 

>> 

15 

55 

>>  51  • 

322 

55 

55 

55 

Black  Currant  Cordial, 

306 

55 

55 

55 

» ?j  • 

4 33 

55 

55 

55 

» 15  • 

Strawberry  „ 

72 

55 

55 

Nil. 

so2. 

„ „ . 353  parts  per  1,000.000  Benzoic  Acid. 

» j>  • • u i>  55  n 

,,  ,,  . . 538  ,,  ,,  Salicylic  Acid. 

The  permissible  preservatives  are  either  sulphur  dioxide  in  proportions  not  ex- 
ceeding 350  parts  per  million,  or  benzoic  acid  in  proportions  not  exceeding  600  parts 
per  million.  It  will  be  observed  that  two  of  the  samples  contained  salicylic  acid. 
The  sellers  were  communicated  with,  when  it  was  found  that  the  wine  had  been  in 
stock  for  a considerable  time.  In  each  case,  the  remaining  bottles  were  immediately 
withdrawn  from  sale. 

Spirits. 

Nine  “ official  ” samples — 6 of  whisky  and  3 of  rum;  and  16  “informal”  samples 
— 6 of  whisky,  6 of  rum,  2 of  gin,  and  2 of  brandy,  were  analysed.  All  the  official 
samples  were  certified  genuine.  An  “informal”  sample  of  rum  was  found  to  be 
44-35  degrees  u.p.,  but  there  was  a notice  exhibited  in  the  shop  to  the  effect  that 
“All  spirits  sold  here,  unless  otherwise  asked  for,  are  reduced  to  49  degrees  u.p.” 
Another  “informal”  sample  of  rum  purchased  on  29th  December  was  found  to  be 
39-19  degrees  u.p.,  and  an  official  sample  purchased  from  this  seller  on  5th  January 
last  was  38*63  degrees  u.p.  Proceedings  were  instituted,  and  a fine  of  £2  imposed. 
An  “informal”  sample  of  brandy  was  certified  to  be  38’68  degrees  u.p.,  but  before 
an  official  sample  could  be  procured,  this  stock  of  brandy  had  been  disposed  of. 

Drugs. 

Twenty-eight  samples  of  drugs — 3 fluid  magnesia,  3 olive  oil,  2 camphor  oil,  2 
Strong  tincture  of  iodine,  2 Gregory’s  powder,  2 Epsom  salts,  2 flowers  of  camphor, 
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2 tartaric  acid,  2 ipecacuanha  wine,  2 ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine,  2 compound 
liquorice  powder,  2 eucalyptus  oil,  and  2 glycerine  and  borax,  were  analysed.  All 
were  certified  genuine,  with  the  exception  of  two  samples  of  fluid  magnesia,  which 
were  found  deficient  to  the  extent,  respectively,  of  50  and  64  per  cent,  magnesia. 
Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  sellers  of  the  deficient  samples,  and  a reply  was 
received  in  each  case  to  the  effect-  that  the  deficiency  was  due  to  deterioration  which 
had  taken  place  during  storage.  An  undertaking  was  given  in  each  case  that  greater 
care  would  be  exercised  in  future. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND), 

1923. 

Twenty-nine  “ informal”  samples  of  condensed  milk  were  purchased  in  order  to 
determine  whether  the  requirements  of  the  above  Regulations  were  being  complied 
with. 

All  these  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  with  the  undernoted 
results : — 


No. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Total  Milk 
Solids. 

| Fat. 

Calculated 

Pints. 

, Stated 
Pints. 

| 

1 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

32  55 

9-24 

If 

1 

It 

2 j 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

27  80 

! 0*59 

15 

If 

3 ! 

J > 99  ... 

28-20 

0-29 

15 

15 

4 

9 9 9 9 >1  ... 

27*55 

0*35 

if 

ia 

5 ! 

99  99  n ... 

27*30 

0-27 

14 

14 

6 : 

)>  M • * * 

26*78 

0-83 

if 

it 

7 ; 

99  99  99  ... 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

27  65 

0-39 

15 

l| 

8 

34*56 

i 10*32 

i* 

If 

9 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

32*08 

918 

1 

1 

10 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26*39 

0*37 

if 

if 

11 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream,  . . j 

33  00 

9-53 

2 

2 

12  S 

99  99  ... 

33  12 

9*50 

1 

1 

13 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  . . . . j 

3311 

10*36 

5 

5 

14 

99  99  * * * * 

32-84 

10*32 

9 1 

1 

15 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26*60 

0-44 

if 

if 

16 

,,  » • 

26  54 

0 22 

15 

if 

17 

9 9 99  * V * 

Sweetened  Full  Cream, 

26*50 

0*34 

if  | 

if 

18  ! 

34-20 

9*18 

if 

it 

19 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed,  . . . j 

27*94 

0*27 

i 

2 

20  ! 

9 9 * 9 99  * * * 1 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream, 

26  70 

0 28 

It  1 

it 

21  1 

33-32 

9-38 

2 

2 

22  i 

fj  99  • . . . | 

31  *22 

9 09 

15 

15 

23 

32-50 

9 08 

2 

2 

24 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26  67 

0*50 

2f  i 

2f 

25 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

31  40 

9 07 

2 

2 

26 

,,  .... 

32  01 

9 55 

2 

2 

27 

i»  ,,  .... 

31  80 

9-22 

2 

2 

28 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed, 

26-20 

0*41 

If 

U 

29 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

3*2*77 

9-99 

It 

1 

It 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1924. 
Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  samples  procured:  — 


No. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Fat. 

Calculated 

Pints. 

Stated  | 
Pints. 

1 

Dried  Full  Cream  ..... 

26-64 

4 i 

H 

2 

99  99  ..... 

Partly  Skimmed  Half  Cream  . 

26-32 

2 

2 1 

3 

15-78 

5 

4f  ! 

*4 

Modified  Dried  Full  Cream 

24  36 

6| 

6i 

*5 

99  99  ... 

24  53 

3! 

3§  | 

*6 

?)  J)  ... 

24-46 

2 

2 1 

7 

99  |J  ... 

26  00 

5'i 
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* Contained  added  milk  sugar.  Fat  correct,  after  allowance  made  for  this. 


THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1921. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  this  Order,  which  deals 
with  the  labelling  of  imported  meat  and  imported  eggs,  was  536.  Of  these,  145 
visits  were  paid  to  shops  where  butcher  meat  was  sold,  and  391  visits  paid  to  shops 
where  eggs  were  sold. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 


Thirteen  samples  were  procured  under  the  above  Act,  and  duly  analysed. 

Six  of  the  samples  were  procured  from  upholsterers,  five  from  bedding  manu- 
facturers, and  two  from;  rag  flock  manufacturers. 

All  of  the  samples  conformed  with  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Regulations. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  chlorine  in  each  of  these  samples  was 
considerably  under  the  standard,  and  the  average  amounts  were  considerably  less 
than  in  previous  years. 

Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 

Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 

No.  of  Sample.  per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 


L 

2, 

3, 

4, 

5, 

6, 

7, 

8, 
9, 

10, 

11, 

12, 

13, 


12-5 

8-1 

6-3 

6- 3 

4- 0 

8:7 

7- 5 
5*0 

5- 0 
7*2 
7*2 
6*3 
8*1 
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POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908. 

No  additional  application  was  received  for  licence  to  sell  substances  to  be  used 
exclusively  in  agriculture  or  horticulture.  Applications  for  the-  renewal  of  existing 
licences  were  made  and  granted.  The  total  number  of  premises  licensed  is  now 
seven.  The  arrangements  for  keeping  poisonous  substances  are  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

The  above  Act,  together  with  the  Regulations  made  thereunder,  came  into 
operation  on  1st  July  last.  In  terms  of  the  new  Act,  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 
Stuffs  Act,  1906,  is  repealed. 

The  arrangements  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  Act  are  dealt  with 
under  two  heads — (a)  those  relating  to  civil  liabilities  under  the  Act,  and  (6)  those 
relating  to  criminal  liabilities.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  two  of  his  assistants 
have  been  appointed  as  official  samplers,  and  also  as  inspectors.  The  duties  of  an 
official  sampler  are  to  take  samples  in  the  prescribed  manner  at  the  request  of  the 
purchaser  in  order  to  test,  the  correctness  of  a warranty,  and  to  report  to  the  Local 
Authority  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  samples  so  taken  and  also  any  cases  where 
a seller  has  failed  to  give  the  statutory  statement  required  by  the  Act.  The  duties 
of  an  inspector  are  distinct  from  those  of  an  official  sampler.  The  inspector’s 
function  is  to  detect  and  report  offences  against  the  Act,  the*  principal  of  which  are 
as  follows:  — 

(1)  Failure  to  mark  parcels  as  required  by  the  Act; 

(2)  Causing  or  permitting  the  particulars  marked  in  a parcel  to  be  false  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser;  and 

(3)  Giving  a statutory  statement  in  which  the  particulars  differ  from  the 
particulars  marked  or  indicated  by  a mark  on  the  parcel. 

In  a circular  issued  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland,  it  was  stated 

inter  alia  that — 

“Sampling  by  official  samplers  to  enable  purchasers  to  test  the  statutory  warranties 
given  by  sellers  of  fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  affords  to  Local  Authorities  an  alternative 
means  of  controlling  the  trade  in  these  articles  which  may  possibly  be  more  effective  and 
economical  than  that  provided  by  the  criminal  provisions  of  the  Act.  Such  sampling  also 
affords  the  surest  means  of  discovering  any  offences  that  may  be  occurring  under  Section  8 
(2),  which  deals  with  failure  to  give,  and  mis-statements  in,  statutory  statements. 

“In  having  recourse  to  this  method  of  control,  the  Local  Authority  is  dependent  on  the 
initiative  of  the  purchaser.  To  induce  purchasers  to  apply  to  have  samples  taken  at  the 
present  time,  the  fees  charged  should  be  nominal  or  almost  nominal.  They  can,  of  course, 
be  altered  or  modified  later  as  circumstances  may  suggest.  The  fee  that  a purchaser  will 
pay  to  have  a sample  analysed  depends  upon  the  amount  of  the  rebate  which  he  will  get  from 
the  seller  if  a given  deficiency  is  found,  and  as  this  has  a definite  relation  to  the  amount  of 
the  purchase,  it  is  desirable  that  a scale  of  fees  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  the  consign- 
ment should  be  arranged.” 
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The  Town  Council  resolved  that  the  fee  for  sampling  and  analysis  should  in 
the  meantime  be  fixed  at  five  shillings  per  sample,  but  that  the  question  of  the 
fee  to  be  charged  should  be  reconsidered  after  a reasonable  experience  of  the  work 

involved. 

Following  upon  requests  by  the  purchasers,  three  samples  of  fertilisers  were 
taken  by  the  official  sampler. 

Undernoted  are  particulars:  — 


No. 

Description  of  Sample. 

Analysis  as 

Guaranteed. 

Analysis 

as  Found. 

Phosphoric 

Acid. 

Fineness. 

Phosphoric 

Acid. 

Fineness. 

1 

Basic  Slag,  . 

1 64  per  cent. 

80  per  cent. 

15 ’03  per  cent. 

7617  per  cent. 

2 

Basic  Slag,  . 

1S| 

80  „ 

1443  „ 

73-79  „ 

3 

Basic  Slag,  . 

15|  „ 

80  „ 

14*84  „ 

88-5 

When  allowance  was  made  for  the  “limits  of  error”  provided  by  the  Act,  it 
was  found  that — 

Sample  No.  1 was  0 47  per  cent,  deficient  in  phosphoric  acid; 

Sample  No.  2 was  0*32  per'  cent,  deficient  in  phosphoric  acid,  and  2*21  per 
cent,  deficient  in  fineness;  and 

Sample  No.  3 was,  as  regards  fineness,  4‘5  per  cent,  in  excess.  The  Analyst 
stated  that  “this  is  only  a technical  fault,  and  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
purchaser.” 

In  every  case  the  purchaser  communicated  with  the  seller,  and  an  adjustment 
of  price  was  made. 

Section  12  (2)  of  the  Act  provides  for  the  taking  of  “informal  ” samples  by 

the  Inspector. 

Under  this  Section,  one  sample  of  a fertiliser  and  seven  samples  of  feeding 

stuffs  were  procured. 

Undemoted  are  particulars:  — 


Fertiliser. 


Description  of  Sample. 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed. 

Analysis  as  Found. 

Insoluble 
Phosphoric  Acid. 

Potash. 

Insoluble 
Phosphoric  Acid. 

Potash. 

Potassic  Mineral  Phosphate 

17-8  percent. 

9 per  cent. 

17  "34  per  cent. 

8*35  per  cent. 
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Feeding  Stuffs. 


Description  of  Sample. 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed. 

Analysis 

as  Found. 

Oil. 

Albumen- 

oids 

(Protein). 

Phos- 

phoric 

Acid. 

Fibre. 

Oil. 

Albumen- 

oids 

(Protein). 

Phos- 

phoric 

Acid. 

Fibre. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

' Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Linseed  Compound 

7 

25 

1 

9 

6 94 

25 

8 

| Cake  Nuts,  Special 

7 

| 26 

... 

10 

7 36 

23  75 

10-79 

Dairy 

Cake  Nuts,  Pig  Meal 

4 

10 

6 

4-39 

10-90 

5-80 

Poultry  Meal 

4*5 

17 

6 

491 

18-38 

5-33 

Feeding  Meat  and 

13 

40  ; 

15 

12*60 

41-13 

14-31 

Bone  Meal 

White  Fine  Thirds 

3 5 

3-12 

Broad  Digestive  Bran 

1 

: 

1 

9 ‘5 

...  | 

8-35 

When  allowance  was  made  for  the  “ limits  of  error,”  all  the  “informal” 
samples  conformed  with  the  statutory  declarations. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1912,  AND  THE  SHOPS  (EAKLY  CLOSING)  ACTS,  1920 

AND  1921. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  the  Half-Holiday  Orders  and  Closing  Orders 
made  under  the  principal  Act,  have  been  regularly  enforced.  In  all,  7,429  in- 
spections were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  during  the  year.  Of  these  inspections, 
703  were  made  to  shop®,  where  full  inquiry  was  made  as  to  whether  the  various 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  were  being  complied  with.  The  number  of 
shops  visited  was,  on  account  of  pressure  in  other  branches  of  the  Department’s 
work,  considerably  less  than  usual. 

In  625,  or  89  per  cent.,  of  the  shops  visited,  no  contravention  was  discovered. 
In  the  previous  year,  similar  systematic  inquiries  were  made  in  2,919  shops,  and 
in  2,582,  or  88  per  cent.,  no  contravention  was  discovered.  In  1926,  the  number 
of  inquiries  made  was  2,178,  and  in  1,611,  or  74  per  cent.,  no  contravention  was 
discovered . 

Fifty-five  complaints  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  received 
during  the  year.  All  these  complaints  were  immediately  attended  to,  and,  when 
necessary,  steps  taken  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  fully  complied 
with.  Of  these  complaints,  34  related  to  the  selling  of  non-exempted  articles  after 
the  prescribed  evening  closing  hour  or  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday. 
Twenty-one  of  the  complaints  related  to  the  conditions  of  employment  of  the 
shop  assistants,  and  in  15  of  these  cases  no  contravention  was  discovered.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case,  and  in  the  remaining  five  cases  letters  of 
warning  were  sent'  to  the  shopkeepers. 

Hcdf-H olidcty  Orders . 

There  are  sixteen  Half -Holiday  Orders  in  force  in  the  City.  No  additional 
Order  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


The  Aberdeen  Shops  (Weekly  Half-Holiday)  Amendment  Order,  1914,  provides 
that,  during  the  weeks  in  which  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  occur,  the 
half-holiday  for  the  shops  affected  shall  be  such  day  as  the  occupier  may  specify 
j in  a notice  affixed  in  his  shop,  as  provided  by  Section  4 (3)  of  the  Shops  Act, 

I 1912' 

During  Christmas  and  New  Year  weeks,  all  shops  were  inspected  in  order  to 
I see  that  the  requirements  of  the  aforementioned  Order  were  complied  with.  In 
; two  cases  it  was  found  that  the  shopkeepers  had  failed  to  close  their  shops  not 
later  than  one  o’clock  on  one  day  of  the  week.  As  in  each  case  the  shopkeeper 
maintained  that  the  contravention  was  due  to  a misunderstanding  on  his  part, 
and  as  the  shops  were  closed  immediately  after  the  contraventions  were  discovered, 
no  further  action  was  taken. 

One  other  contravention  of  a Half-Holiday  Order  was  discovered  during  the 
year.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the  offender. 

Closing  Orders  under  Section  5 (for  Fixing  the  Closi/ng  Hour  for  the  Several  Days 

of  the  Week). 

There  are  six  Closing  Orders  in  force,  viz.,  for  chemists,  boot  and  shoe  dealers, 
hairdressers,  drapers,  ironmongers,  and  butchers.  In  June  last,  the  watchmakers 
and  jewellers  obtained  a Closing  Order,  but  the  Order  has  not  yet  been  confirmed. 
The  provisions  of  these  Orders  are,  so  far  as  known,  well  observed. 

Section  1(1)  and  (2) — Shop  Assistants’  Half -Holiday . 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  a shopkeeper  for  failing  to  give  his  assistant 
the  prescribed  weekly  half -holiday.  Accused  pled  guilty,  and  was  fined  15s.  of 
modified  expenses. 

In  3 out  of  the  703  shops  inspected,  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  as 
regards  the  weekly  half -holiday  were  not  being  strictly  complied  with.  In  none  of 
these  cases,  however,  was  it  thought  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  but, 
in  lieu  thereof,  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  offenders.  Subsequent  inspec- 
tions proved  that  there  was  no  longer  any  cause  for  complaint. 

In  27  shops  it  was  found  that  the  assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  notice  was 
not  being  exhibited  or  was  not  properly  filled  up.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent 
in  every  case. 

Section  1 (3) — Intervals  for  Meals. 

In  the  course  of  making  the  routine  inspections  referred  to,  3 irregularities  in 
respect  of  the  tea  interval  and  3 in  connection  with  the  dinner  interval  were  dis- 
covered. Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  all  these  cases,  and,  on  subsequent  in- 
spections being  made,  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being 
strictly  complied  with. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  that  an  assistant  was  being  employed  for  more  than 
six  hours  without  an  interval  of  at  least  twenty  minutes  being  allowed  during  the 

course  thereof. 
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Section  2 (1)  and  (3) — Hours  of  Employment  of  Young  Persons  under  the  age  of 
18  years. 

No  complaint  was  received  regarding  any  alleged  contravention  of  this  Section, 
which  requires  that  young  persons  must  not  be  employed  more  than  74  hours, 
including  meal  times,  in  one  week. 

A contravention  of  this  Section  was,  however,  discovered  by  the  Inspectors. 
In  this  case  there  were  extenuating  circumstances,  and,  after  consultation  with 
the  Procurator-Fiscal,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  offender  a letter  of  warning. 

In  39  shops  where  “ young  persons”  were  being  employed,  it  was  found  that 
the  prescribed  notice  was  not  being  exhibited.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in 
every  case. 

Section  3 — Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants. 

This  Section  requires  that  in  all  rooms  of  a shop  where  female  assistants  are 
employed  in  the  serving  of  customers,  the  occupier  of  the  shop  shall  provide  seats 
behind  the  counter  or  in  such  other  position  as  may  be  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
the  seats  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  assistants. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  any  contravention  of  this  Section, 
but  in  one  shop  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Section  were  not  being 
strictly  complied  with.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent,  and,  on  subsequent  in- 
spection, it  was  found  that  a seat  was  duly  provided. 

Section  1/.  (1)  and  (3) — Half -Holiday  Closing  of  Shops. 

Eight  complaints  affecting  29  shops  were  received  regarding  the  occupiers 
serving  customers  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half -holiday.  Seventeen  con- 
traventions were  discovered.  Penalties  were  imposed  in  sixteen  cases,  the  fines 
ranging  from  25s.  to  30s.  In  the  remaining  case,  a letter  of  warning  was  sent. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  issue  warning  circulars  to  all  new 
occupiers  of  “ mixed  ” shops,  and,  during  the  year,  90  such  circulars  were  issued. 

Section  9 — Proceedings  as  to  Trading  elsewhere  than  in  Shops. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  a fish  hawker  and  to  five  coal  or  firewood 
merchants  regarding  selling  from  carts  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday. 

Section  10  (1) — Conditions  for  Mixed  Shops  remaining  open  on  W eekly-HaJf- 
Holiday. 

The  attention  of  18  shopkeepers  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  notices  required 
under  this  Section  were  not  being  exhibited.  The  Act  requires  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  weekly  half -holiday  these  notices  must  be  exhibited  both  on  the 
interior  and  on  the  exterior  of  the  shop.  Tn  the  majority  of  the  cases  referred  to, 
only  one  notice  was  being  exhibited. 

Shops  ( Early  Closing)  Act,  1920,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  1921. 

By  these  Acts,  the  Order  made  in  1917  under  the  Defence  of  the  Bealm 
Peculations  was  continued  in  force  and  had  effect  in  the  apea  of  any  Local  Authority 


59 


; as  if  it  were  a Closing  Order  made  and  confirmed  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912.  In 
15  cases  proceedings  were  instituted  and  convictions  obtained  in  each  case.  The 
penalties,  including  expenses,  aggregated  £23  2s.  6d. 

! Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act , 1928. 

The  aforementioned  Acts  of  1920  and  1921  were,  however,  on  3rd  August, 

| 1928,  repealed  and  substituted  by  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

Immediately  after  the  new  Act  came  into  operation  the  Committee  instructed 
| the  Inspector  to  insert  an  advertisement  in  the  local  newspapers  regarding  the 
! requirements  of  the  Act.  This  was  done,  and  a.  copy  of  the  advertisement  was 
! also-  delivered  to  all  shopkeepers  affected  by  the  Act.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Committee,  the  Inspector  reported  that-  he  had  received  a number  of  complaints 
regarding  alleged  contraventions.  The  Inspector  was  accordingly  instructed  to 
| make  routine  inspections  of  the  City  shops,  and  to  make  test  purchases  with  a view 
to  prosecution.  A report  of  the  Committee’s  decision  appeared  in  the  local  papers. 

Accordingly  85  shops  were  visited  by  the  inspectorial  staff,  and  in  16  of  these 
shops  non-exempted  articles  were  sold  after  the  prescribed  closing  hours.  All  the 
cases  were  brought  before  the  Court.  All  the  shopkeepers  pled  guilty,  and  were 
admonished  and  dismissed — no  expenses  being  allowed. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1927  the  Bibs  and  Law  Committee  had  a conference 
with  representatives  from  the  various  Shopkeepers’  Associations  and  representa- 
tives of  the  Shop  Assistants’  Union.  The  general  consensus  of  opinion  was  that, 

: except  in  certain  very  special  cases,  such  as  the  selling  of  medicines  which  were 
urgently  required,  all  exemption  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  no  articles  for 
off  consumption  should  be  allowed  to  be  sold  after  the  hour  at  which  the  sale  of 
other  articles  must  cease.  This  was  the  view  adopted  by  Local  Authorities 
! generally. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  new  Act  has  not  to  any  material  extent 
lessened  the  difficulties  in  administration.  In  some  respects  these  difficulties  have 
: been  increased.  For  example,  the  sale  of  table  waters,  sweets,  chocolates,  or  other 
sugar  confectionery  or  ice  cream  is  permitted  till  9' 30  p.m.  on  ordinary  week  days 
and  10  p.m.  on  Saturdays,  but  the  sale  of  fruit,  which  was  formerly  permitted  up 
to  the  aforementioned  hours,  must  now  cease  at  8 p.m.  on  ordinary  week  days  and 
9 p.m.  on  Saturdays.  In  Aberdeen,  a large  number  of  confectioners  sell  fruit  to 
a large  extent.  The  result  is  that,  although  these  shops  can  be  legally  kept  open 
till  930  and  10  p.m.,  it  is  an  offence  to  sell  fruit  after  8 p.m.  and  9 p.m. 

The  sale  of  tobacco  and  smokers’  requisites  must  still  cease  in  ordinary  shops 
at  8 p.m.  and  9 p.m.,  but  these  articles  can  now  be  procured  on  licensed  premises 
during  the  hours  during  which  intoxicating  liquor  is  permitted  by  law;  to  be  sold 
on  the  premises;  while  they  can  also  be  procured  at  any  time  during  the  per- 
formance in  any  theatre,  cinema,  music  hall,  or  similar  place  of  entertainment,  so 
long  as  the  sale  is  to  a bona  fide  member  of  the  audience,  and  in  a part  of  the 
building  to  which  no  other  members  of  the  public  have  access. 
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EXTERMINATION  OF  RATS. 

The  agreement,  entered  into  in  1917  between  a number  of  citizens — mainly  the 
proprietors  of  food  warehouses  and  similar  premises — under  which  the  services  of 
the  two  Corporation  ratcatchers  were  made  available  to  the  contributors  to  the 
scheme,  is  still  in  operation.  The  number  of  contributors  at  the  end  of  1928  was 
50,  being  three  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  their 
premises  during  the  year  was  2,561,  as  compared  with  2,486  in  the  previous  year. 

The.  services  of  the  ratcatchers  were  also  made  available,  on  request,  for  125 
citizens’  premises  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats,  on  payment  of  the 
charges  fixed  by  the  Sub-Committee  in  charge  of  the  scheme.  The  number  of 
similar  premises  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  121. 

The  ratcatchers  periodically  visit  all  open  places,  such  as  rubbish  tips,  railway 
embankments,  burns,  &c.,  and  also  all  premises  belonging  to  the  Town  Council 
which  are  known  to  be  infested  with  rats. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  poisoned  baits  laid  during 
the  year : — 


Contributors’ 

Non -Contributors’ 

Town  Council 

Total. 

Premises. 

Premises. 

Premises. 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

71,763 

38,264 

5,364 

115,391 

Feed  laid, 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

21,449 

9,597 

1,027 

32,073 

Feed  eaten, 

Liquid  Poison  laid,  . 
Liquid  Poison  consumed, . 

3 pints. 

3 pints. 



Dry  Poison  Feed  (Mice) 

123  ounces. 

12^  ounces. 

135^  ounces. 

laid, 

Dry  Poison  Feed  (Mice) 

21  do. 

2 do. 

23  do. 

eaten, 

L 1 

Following  upon  a suggestion  made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  a “Rat  Week 
was,  as  in  previous  years,  held  during  the  week  commencing  26th  March.  The 
only  poison  sold  was  red  squill,  which  is  non-injurious  to.  human  beings  and 
domestic  animals.  Each  purchaser  was  supplied  with  a set  of  instructions  giving 
full  information  as  to  how  the  poison  was  to  be  used,  and  was  also  supplied  with 
a stamped  post,  card,  on  which  he  was  asked  to  give  particulars;  as  to  the  results 
obtained.  It  was  recommended  that  baits  should  be  laid  at  least  three  times. 
Between  2,000  and  3,000  leaflets,  inviting  the  occupiers  of  all  rat-infested  premises 
to  take  part  in  the  campaign,  were  distributed.  Advertisements  were  also  inserted 
in  the  local  press.  During  “ Rat  Week  ” the  Department’s  ratcatchers  were  solely 
employed  in  laying  poisoned  baits  in  rubbish  tips,  burns,  sewers,  and  other  public 
places.  Mice  poison,  in  the  form  of  red  squill  “safe”  rat  biscuits,  was  sold.  These 
biscuits,  like  red  squill,  are  harmless  to  human  beings  and  domesticated  animals. 
A number  of  purchasers — all  but  one  of  whom  belonged  to  the  City — took  ad- 
vantage of  the  sale  of  this  poison. 
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The  biscuits  were  made  up  in  packets  of  20  and  40,  the  sales  being  16  and  6 
respectively.  Unfortunately,  only  two  of  the  purchasers  returned,  the  post  cards 
given  them,. 

As  a supplement  to  the  work  done  by  the  Department  in  connection  with  the 
extermination  of  rats,  red  squill  is  continuously  on  sale  in  the  Public  Health 

office. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  during  “ Pat 
Week’’  and  also  during  the  remainder  of  the  year:  — 


Rat  Week. 

During  Remainder  of  Year. 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

City 

Purchaser1. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total. 

5-oz.  bottles 

79 

33 

112 

155 

56 

211 

10-oz.  do. 

39 

24 

63 

79 

67 

146 

25-oz.  do. 

5 

6 

11 

16 

22 

38 

Totals,  . 

123 

63 

186 

250 

145 

395 

The  quantity  of  poison  sold  during  “ Pat  Week  ” was  slightly  less  than  in  the 
corresponding  week  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  City  purchasers  being- 
123,  and  of  country  purchasers  63,  as  compared  with  126  and  75,  respectively. 
The  quantity  sold  in  the  Public  Health  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
was  also  less,  the  number  of  individual  purchasers  being  395,  as  compared  with 
591  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  packets  of  red  squill  “safe”  rat  bis- 
cuits sold  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  to  City  purchasers  was  44  packets  of 
20  biscuits  and  8 packets  of  40  biscuits.  No  sales  were  made  to  country  pur- 
chasers. No  post  cards  were  returned. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  contained  in  the  post  cards:  — 


Eat  Week — 26th  March  to  31st  March. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing-. 

123 

40 

981 

493 

265 

632 

175 

Percentage  of  Baits) 
missing  . . j 

50  per  cent. 

36  per  cent. 

28  per  cent. 

Number  of  baits  laid  by  ratcatchers  in  public  places  . . 5,251 

Number  of  such  baits  taken  away  .....  2,132 

Percentage  taken  away  . . . . . . . 41  per  cent. 
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Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid.  Missing. 

63 

12 

332 

206 

248 

117 

117  | 68 

Percentage  of  Baits  1 
missing  . . f 

62  per  cent. 

47  per  cent. 

5S  per  cent. 

Office  Sales  during  remainder  of  Tear. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid.  Missing. 

Laid. 

| Missing. 

250 

13 

206 

132 

178  74 

136 

57 

Percentage  of  Baits!  ! 
missing  . ./ 

64 

per  cent. 

42  per  cent. 

42  per  cent. 

1 

COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Post  Cards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

Laid. 

Missing. 

145 

5 

214 

92 

196 

39 

56 

13 

| Percentage  of  Baits! 
missing  . . / 

43  per  cent. 

20  per  cent. 

23  per  cent. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duty,  all  the  District  Inspectors  keep  a lookout  for 
rat-infested  premises,  and,  when  such  are  found  and  sufficient  steps  are  not  being 
taken  to  exterminate  the  rats,  a notice  is  served  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919,  upon  either  the  occupier  or  owner.  The  number  of  such 
notices  served  during  the  past  year  was  60.  The  corresponding  number  in  each 
of  the  four  preceding  years  was,  respectively,  65  in  1927,  103  in  1926,  81  in  1925, 
and  55  in  1924. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  continuous  work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
City  during  the  past  eleven  years  in  connection  with  the  extermination  of  rats  is 
having  good  effect.  Nevertheless  it  is  necessary  in  certain  premises,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  in  making  such  premises  rat-proof,  to  carry  on  ceaselessly  the  work  of 
extermination.  Whenever  possible,  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  re-infestation. 

Valuable  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  depart- 
ment in  raising  the  pavements  and  closing  up  the  rat  runs. 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

At  the  end  of  1928  there  were  only  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the  City, 
viz.,  the  Sailors’  Home  and  the  Home  for  Deep  Sea  Fishermen. 

The  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings1  on  the  register  was  38,  being  one  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  This  number  includes  three  houses  which  were  formerly 
registered  as  common  lodging-houses,  but  which,  on  account  of  the  charge  per 
night  having  been,  in  1920,  increased  beyond  the  sum  of  6d.,  were  transferred  to 
the  register  of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Twenty-four  day  visits  and  twenty-four  night  visits  were  made  to  the  common 
lodging-houses,  while  478  day  visits  and  173  night  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses 
let  in  lodgings.  The  houses  were  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly  condition. 
Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  bedding. 

The  Corporation  Lodging-House  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  The  number  of  lodgers  ranged  from  134  to  189. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  CINEMAS,  &c. 


Following  upon  the  circular  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  dated 
6th  December,  1920,  all  the  places  of  public  entertainment  were  periodically 
visited  during  the  year.  The  number  of  licensed  places  of  amusement  is  48,  and 
the  number  of  visits  paid  was  138. 


Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (I). 


PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 


In  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  Port  Sanitary  Administration  prepared  by 
the,  Local  Authority  and  approved  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  476  vessels — 
299  foreign  and  177  British — were  inspected  during  the.  year.  Of  these,  34  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Careful  inquiry  is  made  regarding  the  presence  of  rats.  Preventive  measures 
were  taken  on  board  all  vessels  arriving  from  plague  suspected  ports.  These 
consisted  of  the  provision  of  rat-guards  for  all  mooring  ropes  and  hawsers  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  rats  on  shore,  and  the  taking  of  destructive  measures  on 
board.  Specimens  of  rats  secured  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  in  all  cases  negative  results  were  obtained.  The  services  of  the  Department’s 
rat-catchers  were  employed  in  connection  with  six  vessels. 

Eight  vessels,  from  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  suspected  infectious 
disease  were  removed,  were  disinfected. 


64 


Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  vessels  visited:  — 


Number 

Found 

Found 

Number  of 

Foreign — 

Visited. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory.  Notices  Issued. 

Steamers 

287 

262 

25 

23 

Motor  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Sailing  . 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Fishing 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Total  Foreign  . 

299 

273 

26 

23 

Coastwise  — 

Steamers 

167 

161 

6 

5 

Motor  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Sailing  . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Fishing 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Total  Coastwise 

177 

169 

8 

7 

'Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

476 

442 

34 

30 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Discovered. 

Forecastles, 

Rooms,  &c. 

Floors  dirty 

9 

Port-lights  defective  . 

5 

Walls  dirty 

4 

Inadequate  ventilation 

3 

Bunks  and  Bedding  dirty 

3 

Side  Plates  leaking  . 

3 

Food  Lockers  dirty  . 

4 

Infested  with 

vermin 

4 

Tables  and  Benches  dirty 

5 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

9 

Decks  leaking  . 

4 

Heating  stove  defective 

1 

Door  hinges  defective 

1 

Bunk  broken 

. 

1 

W.C.’s,  Wash-houses,  &c. 

Seats  or  Basins  dirty 

4 

Wastepipe  choked  and  defective 

1 

Water  tank  dirty 

1 

Flushpipes  of 

w.c.’s  defective 

. 

2 

Urinal  troughs  defective 

2 

Ship’s  gear  stowed  in  W.C. 

. 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  in  all  2,097  cases  of  infectious  disease  removed  to,  or  treated  in, 
the  various  hospitals,  and  173  cases  were  removed  to  the  Reception  House.  In 
addition,  161  oases  of  marasmus  were  treated  in  the  City  Hospital.  The  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  supervised  at  home  was  3,231.  The  mcst  prevalent 
infectious  disease  was  measles,  of  which  disease  there  were  1,812  cases.  There 
were  728  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  579  of  whooping  cough,  519  of  pneumonia  (in- 
cluding 34  cases  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia),  458  of  diphtheria,  397  of  chicken- 
pox,  150  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  129  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  119  of 
erysipelas,  97  of  dysentery,  73  of  puerperal  pyrexia  (including  48  of  puerperal 
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sepsis),  65  of  German  measles,  51  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  16  of  typhoid  and 
I paratyphoid,  7 of  malaria,  4 of  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  2 of 
infantile  paralysis. 

The  usual  notices  were  in  every  case  served  under  Section  50  (2)  and  Section 
53  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

There  were  4,332  intimations  made  to  school  teachers,  4,609  houses  and  5,251 
sets  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected,  and  414  chaff  beds  destroyed. 

INTERMENTS. 

Applications  were  received  in  13  cases,  under  Section  69  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  to  bury  unclaimed  bodies  or  the  bodies  of  persons  whose 
relatives  were  unable  to  do  so,  as  compared  with  24  in  1927. 

Eleven  of  the  applications  were  granted,  at  a cost  to  the  Department  of 
£24  17s.  6d.,  of  which  £8  7s.  6d.  was  refunded  by  relatives  and  others. 

The  ages  of  the  interred  were : — 5 under  one  year  of  age,  2 between  one  and 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  4 from  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Nine  of  the  interments  were  carried  out  in  Trinity  Cemetery,  one  in  the 
Grove  Cemetery,  and  one  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Particulars  as  to  the  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Department  in  the  course 
of  the  year  will  be  found  in  Appendix  V. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CUMMING, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


APPENDIX  I. 


STATEMENT  OF 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  OTHER  ACT 
DURING  1928. 


Number. 

Subordinate  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed,  . . .12 


I. — Nuisances. 

Complaints  received,  ..........  3,499 

Intimations  under  Section  19,  ........  5,625 

Notices  served  under  Section  20,  . . . . . .72 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ......  0 

II. — Factories  and  Workshops  (including  Bakehouses). 

Inspections,  ...........  2,855 

Notices  served  under  Section  2 (3)  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  . 597 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

III. — Tents  and  Vans. 

Inspections,  ...........  555 


IV.— Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority,  .........  0 

Notices  to  Owners  (Section  74),  .........  0 


V. — Common  Lodging-Houses. 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1927,  ........  2 

^Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  .....  1 

Inspections  between  8 a. m.  and  10  p.m.,  . .......  24 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a. m.,  ........  24 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers,  .......  0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer  (Section  97),  . . 0 

Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with,  ........  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  &c.),  0 

* Meantime  registered  as  a “ House  Let  in  Lodgings.” 


VI. — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 
On  Register  at  3 1st  December,  1927,  .... 

Inspections,  . . . . . . • . 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken, 
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0 


VII. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c., 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital, 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception,  . 

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2),) 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2),/ 


Intimations  to  Education  Authorities,  Teachers,  &c.,  ......  4,332 

Houses  and  Premises  disinfected,  ........  4,609 

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c. , disinfected  or  destroyed,  .....  5,251 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  0 

* 3,748  of  each. 

VIII.— Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69,  , . . , . , .11 


14,970 

2,097 

173 

*7,496 


IX. — Slacghter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 


Number. 

Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to  establish,  .....  2 

Applications  granted,  ......  Not  disposed  of  at  end  of  year. 

| Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or  Renewal  of  Licence,  ....  7 

Applications  granted,  ........  7 

Public  Slaughter-Houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority,  0 

! Private  Slaughter-Houses, .......  .5 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with,  .......  0 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses,  .......  3,675 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses,  .....  2,429 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  December,  1928,  ....  40 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  &c.),  ...  0 

X. — Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  43,  ^eafc’  * . ...  0 

\(b)  Other  Foods,  .......  4,799 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food,  f(«)  Meat,  . .......  0 

\ (6)  Other  Foods,  .......  143 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Food  destroyed  with  Owner’s  Consent  by  or  at  the 

instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  .......  143 

Cases  in  which  Owners  of  Unsound  Food  were  prosecuted,  .....  0 

Convictions  in  connection  with  above  cases,  .......  0 

XI.  — Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  .........  1,441 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  .......  . 1,312 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  ...  ...  129 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  12 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  .11 

XII.  — Condensed  Milk  Regulations. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  .........  29 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  ..........  29 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  .....  ...  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

XIII. — Dried  Milk  Regulation 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  .........  7 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  ..........  7 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  .........  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  .......  0 

XIV.— Rag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . . . . • .13 

Certified  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  .......  13 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard,  .......  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ......  0 

XV. — Bye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-laws  relating  to — 

(a)  Pig-styes,  .....  ....  115 

(b)  Other  sanitary  matters,  ........  0 
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APPENDIX  II. 


DETAILS  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  YEAR. 

A— Drainage. 

Defective  drains  made  good  ........  17 

Drains  properly  ventilated  ........  10 

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up  ......  4 

Water-closets  fitted  up  in  lieu  of  privies  ......  8 

Defective  water-closets  replaced  .......  12 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  .......  110 

Soil-pipes  of  water-closets  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . . 15 

Ventilation  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ......  17 

Water-closet  cisterns  repaired  .......  176 

Overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  repaired  ......  15 

Pulls  for  cisterns  provided  ........  11 

Defective  flushpipes  repaired  ........  96 

Basins  of  water-closets  replaced  or  repaired  .....  40 

Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  dwelling-houses  ....  3 

Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  water-closets  ....  7 

Additional  sinks  provided  ........  2 

Defective  sinks  replaced  or  repaired  ......  11 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  ........  47 

Water  taps  repaired  .........  22 

Defective  baths  replaced  ........  2 

Defective  wash-hand  basins  replaced  ......  2 

Waste  or  rain-water  pipes  replaced  or  repaired  .....  103 

Lead  trap  provided  for  waste-pipe  .......  1 

Defective  grid  traps  replaced  .......  5 

New  gratings  provided  for  grid  traps  ......  20 

New  gratings  provided  for  fresh  air  inlets  ......  2 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  .......  84 

Defective  inspection  covers  renewed  ......  27 

New  covers  provided  for  intercepting  traps  .....  2 

Choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out  ......  1,056 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out  . . . . . 184 

B— Structural  Defects,  Sec. 

Accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  . . . 205 

Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  removed  ......  12 

Cesspools  cleaned  out  .....  . 8 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . . ...  20 

Manure  pit  provided  .........  1 

Passages  paved  ......  ...  6 

Bleachgreen  re-surfaced  ........  1 

Courts  repaired  .........  21 

Passages  repaired  ....  ...  30 

Unsuitable  apartments  disused  as  sleeping  apartments  ....  6 

Overcrowding  abated  ........  37 

Improved  window  ventilation  for  dwelling  apartments  ....  11 

Broken  sashcords  renewed  ........  100 

Broken  quadrants  renewed  or  repaired  ......  5 

Sash  fasteners  repaired  or  renewed  .......  6 

Windows  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired  ....  140 
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Roof-lights  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired 
Windows  or  roof-lights  of  lobbies  or  staircases  reglazed  or  repaired 
Windows  or  roof-lights  of  drying-lofts  reglazed  or  repaired 
Windows  or  roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed 
Windows  or  roof-lights  of  wash-houses  reglazed 
Additional  ventilation  provided  for  water-closets 
Additional  ventilation  provided  for  wash-house 
Additional  ventilation  provided  for  staircase 
Walls  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  . 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  re-harled  or  re-pointed 
Window  rybats  re-pointed 
Damp  dwelling-houses  remedied 
Roof  coverings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  . 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  . 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  repaired 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  pends  and  passages  repaired 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  repaired 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  repaired 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  drying  lofts  repaired 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling  apartments  whitewashed  or  repapered 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  whitewashed  or  otherwise 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  whitewashed 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  private  pends  lime  washed 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  bathrooms  cleaned 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  whitewashed 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  privies  cleaned 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  whitewashed 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-lofts  whitewashed 
Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  repaired 
Floor  of  drying-loft  repaired 

Floors  of  lobbies,  landings,  and  stair-steps  repaired 
Wash-houses  repaired — 

Roofs 
Walls 
Floors 
Doors 
Tubs 
Gantries 

Brickwork  of  boilers 
Furnaces 

Boilers  repaired  or  renewed 
Boiler  lids  repaired  or  renewed 
Flues 
Windows 

Water-closet  apartments  repaired — 

Roofs 
Walls 
Floors 
Doors 
Seats 
Windows 
Cellars  repaired — 

Roofs 
Walls 
Doors 


cleaned 


8 

141 

3 

87 

159 

2 

1 

1 

11 


64 

55 

181 

584 

79 

222 

259 

4 

86 

1,482 

412 

57 

2 

3,016 

15 

1,746 

51 

43 

1 

164 

76 

21 

20 

28 

30 

11 

127 

43 

20 

21 

23 

20 

76 

60 

14 

82 

115 

9 


172 

18 

63 
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Locks  for  water-closet  apartments  provided  or  repaired  ....  65 

Woodwork  around  sinks  renewed  or  repaired  .....  56 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  ........  38 

Grates  and  fire-places  repaired  .......  62 

Doors  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  or  provided  .....  66 

Door  furniture  renewed  or  repaired  .......  60 

Door  bell  repaired  .........  1 

Mantel  shelves  repaired  ........  11 

Back  gate  repaired  .........  1 

Woodwork  of  cupboards  repaired  .......  7 

Stair  handrails  or  balustrades  repaired  or  renewed  ....  33 

Linoleum  coverings  of  lobbies,  stairsteps,  &c.,  repaired  or  renewed  . . 11 

Clothes  poles  renewed  or  repaired  .......  5 

Boundary  walls  repaired  ........  10 

Palings  repaired  .........  25 

Back  courts  and  areas  cleaned  .......  50 

Passages  cleaned  .........  47 

Lanes  cleaned  ..........  5 

Entrance  lobbies,  stairsteps,  and  landings  cleaned  ....  41 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  .....  85 

Floors  of  wash-houses  cleaned  .......  13 

Floors  of  drying-lofts  cleaned  .......  7 

Sinks  cleaned  ..........  2 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  cleaned  ......  103 

Dwelling  apartments  in  which  articles  of  furniture  were  cleaned  . . 97 

Sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  cleaned  ......  99 

Nuisances  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated  .....  101 

Offensive  smells  in  dwelling  apartments  abated  .....  22 

Houses  cleared  of  bugs  ........  74 


C— Smoke  Abatement. 

(a)  Factories,  &c. — • 


Number  of  observations  made  .......  39 

Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  or  warnings  given  . . 16 

Number  of  prosecutions  ........  0 

(b)  Steam  Wagons — 

Number  of  observations  made  .......  1,966 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given  .....  15 

Number  of  prosecutions  ........  1 

(c)  Railway  Engines — 

Number  of  observations  made  .......  13 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given  .....  0 

Number  of  prosecutions  ........  0 

D— Pig-Styes. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  pig-styes  limewashed  .....  274 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  boiling-houses  limewashed  .....  26 

Walls  of  pig-styes  repaired  . . . . . . . 11 

Roofs  of  pig-styes  repaired  .......*  4 

Floors  of  pig-styes  repaired  ........  29 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  repaired  .......  3 

Doors  of  pig-styes  repaired  ........  2 

Partition  walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . 13 

Boiling-houses  repaired  ........  2 
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Courtyards  repaired 
Passages  repaired 
Manure  pit  repaired  . 

Feeding  troughs  repaired  or  renewed 
Wooden  beds  removed 
Floors  of  pig-styes  cleaned 
Floor  of  boiling-house  cleaned 
Boilers  cleaned 
Passages  cleaned 

Improved  means  of  drainage  provided 
Courtyards  cleaned 
Cesspool  repaired 
Cesspools  emptied 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  . 

Windows  and  roof-lights  reglazed 
Improved  lighting  and  ventilation  provided 
Choked  drains  cleared  out 

E— Workshops. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year 
Added  during  year 
Closed  during  year 
Converted  into  factories 
On  register  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  visits  paid  . 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned 
Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned 
Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned 
Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned 
Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned  . 

Windows  cleaned  .... 

Floors  of  staircases  or  passages  cleaned 
Premises  in  which  fish  boxes  were  cleaned  . 

Offal  stances  cleaned  .... 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Doors  of  water-closets  repaired 
Defective  water-closets  repaired 
Locks  provided  for  water-closets 
Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  out  . 

Additional  water-closet  accommodation  provided 
Intervening  ventilating  spaces  provided 
Means  provided  for  conveying  gas  fumes  into  chimneys 
Floors  of  workshops  repaired 
Window  reglazed 
Courtyards  cleaned 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 
Accumulations  of  manure  removed 
Accumulations  of  fish  offal  removed 
Overcrowding  abated 
Other  complaints  removed 

-Bakehouses. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year 


1 

18 

4 

24 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

10 

14 

3 

2 

2 

2 


740 

39 

36 

11 

732 

2,258 

39 

14 

33 

22 

10 

2 

3 

4 

4 
9 
6 
2 
8 
2 

14 

2 

2 

3 

6 

1 

18 

28 

6 

5 
1 

14 


78 


7; 


Added  during  year  .... 

• 

2 

Closed  during  year  .... 

3 

On  register  at  end  of  year 

77 

Number  of  visits  paid  .... 

314 

Bakehouses  limewashed 

43 

Glazed  walls  cleaned  .... 

7 

Pastry  rooms  limewashed 

7 

Stores  or  cellars  limewashed  . 

27 

Water-closets  limewashed 

13 

Passages  and  staircases  limewashed  . 

4 

Cloakrooms  limewashed 

6 

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleaned 

29 

Floors  of  stores  cleaned 

11 

Floors  of  pastry  rooms  cleaned 

9 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned  . 

4 

Stairsteps  and  passages,  &c.,  cleaned 

10 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned 

13 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned 

14 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned 

9 

Windows  cleaned  .... 

7 

Sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  cleaned 

13 

Ovens  and  hot-plates  cleaned  . 

5 

Baking  machines  cleaned 

40 

Steam  presses  cleaned  .... 

29 

Bakehouse  tables  cleaned 

14 

Baking  utensils  cleaned 

19 

Bread  boxes  cleaned  .... 

6 

Fittings  cleaned  .... 

65 

Woodwork  of  doors  cleaned 

15 

Courtyard  cleaned  .... 

1 

Additional  ventliation  provided  for  bakehouse 

1 

Defective  waste  pipes  repaired 

2 

Defective  water-closet  repaired 

1 

Floors  of  bakehouses  repaired 

7 

Tables  repaired  . 

2 

Cords  provided  for  windows  and  roof-lights 

8 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired 

4 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  bakehouses  repaired 

6 

Windows  repaired  or  reglazed 

18 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  removed 

13 

Covers  provided  for  food  receptacles 

7 

Premises  cleared  of  vermin  . 

1 

Water-closet  cistern  repaired  . 

1 

Fastenings  for  w.c.  doors  provided  . 

4 

-Milkshops. 

Walls  of  milkshops  cleaned  . 

93 

Ceilings  of  milkshops  cleaned 

110 

Walls  of  back  rooms  cleaned  . 

79 

Ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned 

70 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  cleaned 

4 

Walls  of  staircases  to  basements  whitewashed 

3 

Walls  of  cellars  whitewashed 

5 

Windows  cleaned  .... 

10 

Shelves,  counters,  and  other  fittings  cleaned 

54 
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Cupboard  cleaned  .........  1 

Sinks  cleaned  ..........  3 

Woodwork  of  sinks  cleaned  ........  7 

Milk  vessels  cleaned  .........  5 

Stairsteps  cleaned  .........  9 

Floors  cleaned  ..........  20 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ....  3 

Doors  communicating  with  common  lobbies  closed  up  . . 10 

General  cleanliness  improved  ........  17 

Area  cleaned  out  .........  1 

Hot-water  boilers  repaired  or  provided  ......  2 

Shelves  and  other  fittings  repaired  .......  1 

Sink  repaired  ..........  1 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  .......  29 

Counter  covering  repaired  ........  1 

Floors  repaired  .........  17 

Plaster  repaired  .........  9 

Milk  vessels  renewed  .........  3 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  renewed  or  provided  ...  2 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  repaired  ...  .2 

Warnings  given  regarding  covers  not  being  used  . .12 

Woodwork  of  sinks  repaired  ........  5 

Windows  reglazed  or  repaired  .......  10 

Improved  ventilation  provided  .......  6 

Offensive  smells  abated  ........  2 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .......  3 

Milk  carts  repainted  or  cleaned  .......  3 

Shops  from  which  unsuitable  articles  were  removed  ....  11 

Other  complaints  removed  ........  6 

H— Food  Shops. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  shops  cleaned  .......  112 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned  ......  93 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  stores  cleaned  .......  20 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cloakrooms  cleaned  ......  4 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  cleaned  ...  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cellars  cleaned  ......  59 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  ......  30 

Floors  of  shops  cleaned  .......  30 

Floors  of  cellars  cleaned  ........  8 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ....  14 

Fittings  cleaned  .........  47 

Windows  cleaned  .........  3 

Doors  cleaned  ..........  7 

Additional  ventilation  provided  ......  5 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ......  19 

Counters  repaired  ....  2 

Floors  repaired  ........  17 

Stairsteps  repaired  .........  2 

Floor  coverings  repaired  or  renewed  ......  45 

Woodwork  around  sinks  repaired  ......  14 

Windows  of  shops  reglazed  or  repaired  . . .14 

Sinks  renewed  ..........  3 

Wash-hand  basin  repaired  . . . . . . 1 

Waste  pipes  repaired  3 
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Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed  .......  25 

Doors  communicating  with  common  passages  closed  up  . . 4 

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up  ......  7 

Other  complaints  removed  ......  .14 

I — Places  of  Public  Amusement. 

Number  of  inspections  ........  138 

Sashcords  for  windows  renewed  ...  . ..  4 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned  ......  8 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  repaired  ......  4 

Floor  of  water-closet  cleaned  ........  1 

Walls  of  halls  cleaned  .......  .16 

Walls  of  heating  chambers  cleaned  .......  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned  . .35 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  and  passages  cleaned  ....  21 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  operating  boxes  cleaned  .....  4 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned  ......  44 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned  ......  13 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned  ......  3 

Wash-hand  basin  cleaned  ........  1 

Urinal  stall  cleaned  .........  1 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired  3 

Water-closet  seats  repaired  or  renewed  ......  2 

Window  reglazed  .........  1 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ....  9 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  . .2 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  removed  .......  1 

Other  complaints  removed  ........  6 
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APPENDIX  III. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD. 


Number  and  Place  of  Inspections  of  Food  during  Year  1928. 


Fish  Market, 

318 

Shipping  Sheds,  . . 

25S 

Fish-curing  Premises, 

913 

Slaughter-houses, 

. 3,675 

Meat  Marts, 

. 1,756 

Provision  Curing  Works, 

283 

Grocers’  Shops,  . 

10 

Fishmongers’  Shops,  . 

3 

Wholesale  Warehouses, 

166 

Fleshers’  Shops,  . 

27 

Fruiterers’  Shops, 

2 

Restaurants, 

2 

New  Market  Hall, 

263 

Street  Markets,  . , 

143 

Other  Premises,  . 

. 2,416 

Total,  . 

. 10,230 

Unsound  Food  Seized  or  Destroyed  during  year  1928. 


Weight  in  Lbs. 


4) 

<4-  U 

o s 

. N 

o*s 

* 

4> 

•V 

* 

IS 

<V 

| 

s 

* 

o 

a 

te 

i 1 

TJ  ^ 
|§ 

s' 

cS 

u 

3 

O 

•9 

2;  m 

CQ 

> 

3 

CL, 

O 

o ^ 

K 

a, 

£ 

Jany.,  . 

92 

21,909 

280 

146 

478 

226 

809 

6,600 

Feby., . 

98 

16,194 

278 

1,178 

600 

217 

50,484 

March, 

. 125 

26,195 

59 

557 

726 

366 

1,283 

1,900 

April,  . 

105 

19,869 

97 

274 

916 

693 

28 

815 

May,  . 

132 

23,579 

286 

267 

1,455 

969 

56 

614 

June,  . 

86 

18,885 

63 

110 

594 

642 

14 

602 

July,  . 

76 

15,367 

112 

830 

399 

272 

312 

58 

400 

August, 

92 

14,534 

210 

672 

528 

70 

1,186 

Sept.,  . 

74 

9,120 

509 

202 

510 

851 

4,480 

Oct.,  . 

117 

24,446 

619 

1,566 

548 

1,142 

1,400 

Nov.,  . 

132 

23,037 

401 

1,611 

692 

...  4,683 

960 

10 

2,500 

Dec. , . 

108 

20,701 

344 

1,731 

619 

55 

43 

90 

Totals, 

. 1,237 

233,836 

785 

3,827 

11,959 

6,792 

397  4,781 

8,834 

68 

90 

67,764 

* Including  offal  where  forming  only  part  of  seizure. 


Food  Inspections. — Summary  for  years  1919  to  1928. 


1919. 

1920.  1921.  1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

Number  of  Inspections, 

10,416 

9,828  10,080  8,507 

8,123 

9,654 

10,645 

9,877 

10,018 

10,230 

Number  of  Seizures, 
Weight  of  Food  Seized 

2,464 

2,504  1,350  1,328 

1,398 

1,616 

1,552 

1,329 

1,295 

1,237 

(Tons), 

Number  of  Cases  dealt 

270 

272  133  156 

132 

177 

155 

139 

134 

151 

with  by  Magistrates,  . 

2 

*2 

Legal  Proceedings  instituted 

, 

2 

2 

Fines  Imposed,  . 

£10  10s 

* Proceedings  instituted  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 

£25 

APPENDIX  IV. 


UST  OF  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  IN  ABERDEEN  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1928, 
WITH  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES. 


Description  of  Workshop. 

Bakers, 

Basketmakers,  .... 
Blacksmiths, 

Bootmakers,  .... 
Bottlers,  ..... 
Cartwrights,  .... 
Carvers,  .... 
Confectioners,  .... 

Coopers, 

Corset  Maker 

Cycle  Repairers,  .... 
Dentists  (Mechanical), 
Embroiderer,  .... 
Engravers,  . 

Fishcurers,  ..... 

Fishdriers, 

Fishing  Net  Makers,  . 

Fish  Packers,  .... 
Fish  Box  Washers, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

Florist, 

Furniture,  Makers  of,  . 

Furriers,  ..... 
Gold  Paint  Manufacturer,  . 

Golf  Club  Repairer, 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaner,  . 

Health  Salt  Manufacturer,  . 
Indiarubber  Merchants, 

Joiners,  ..... 
Japanner,  ..... 

Laundries, 

Mattress  Maker, 

Milliners,  ..... 
Motor  Repairers, 

Oil  Manufacturer, 

Optician, 

Onion  Bunching, 

Painters  (including  Glass  Stainers), 
Paper  Bag  Maker, 

Photographers,  .... 
Piano  Repairers,  .... 
Picture  Frame  Makers, 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Male 

Female 

Number. 

Employees. 

Employees. 

35 

39 

50 

3 

16 

— 

19 

30 

— 

15 

13 

— 

7 

24 

29 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

9 

6 

7 

6 

1 

8 

— 

I 

13 

15 



4 

11 

— 

1 

— 

2 

5 

5 

— 

93 

..  272 

475 

4 

22 

— 

6 

10 

72 

89 

..  224 

65 

15 

32 

— 

2 

4 

39 

1 

— 

5 

28 

72 

34 

3 

— 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

12 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

3 

13 

14 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

28 

— 

55 

13 

32 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

8 

— 

33 

..  312 

2 

1 

— 

6 

15 

9 

95 

3 

4 

4 

7 

18 

2 

il 


inscription  of  Workshops. 
Plaster  Casters  and  Tile  Fixers, 
Plumbers,  .... 
Rag  and  Metal  Merchants,  . 
Riggers,  .... 
Ropemakers, 

Sackmaker,  .... 
Saddlers,  .... 
Sailmaker,  .... 
Saw  Trimmers, 

Scale  Repairers,  . 

Sheet  Metal  Workers,  . 

Shirt  Maker, 

Stonecutters, 

Sewing  Machine  Repairer,  . 
Tailors,  .... 
Tinsmiths,  .... 
Typewriter  Repairers, . 
Umbrella  Repairer, 
Undertakers, 

Venetian  Blind  Maker, 
Watchmakers  and  Jewellers, 
Wearing  Apparel,  Makers  of, 
Wigmakers, 

Wireworkers, 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Male 

Female 

Number. 

Employees. 

Employee 

4 

8 

27 

99 

— 

11 

15 

14 

4 

15 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

9 

13 

4 

2 

3 

— 

3 

7 

— 

2 

5 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

6 

6 

8 

— 

1 

2 

— 

102 

152 

162 

8 

25 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

14 

15 

— 

63 

1 

187 

3 

2 

2 

2 

5 

— 

767  ...  1,613 


...  1,346 


Totals, 


*78 


S'B  ® 

s * 

ft  ^ bD 
« IC  c 

'a,  o 5 

"-g 


a>  ^ 
^T3  o 


O ... 

£ft  > 

2 § I 

S^'S 

.,S'o]S 


> © 

^ GO  ^ 

© O © 
02  02 
3 3 

o o 


02 

0 

01 

£ 

423 


© 

ft 


ft 

ft 
m ® 

<M  -5 
co  .2 

.3  P 

+3  o 

V B 

ft 
• r.  3 

OD  2 
LO  «“ 

3 

■8.2  75 
^ ^ o 
ft  £ . 

J s >» 

1EL  j^lS 

O ^ 3 


«4-| 

° J 

ft 

© , 

3 

3 

O p 

e © 

2 ft 

3 3 

O 

© 

02 

be 

3 3 

© 

s 

c3  © 

ft 

3* 

3 

1 2 9 


£ 

'3  -p  -g  3 

s 02  3 o 
05  © 02  '+'< 


02 


5-1 

ft  . 
ft  O 


pH  * 
3ft 
m 3 
ft  'e 

’3 

S 4.3 
02 

2 © 

* ft 

et 

£ © 

vSH 

3 CO 


CO 


b 73 

- c3j3 
© ft  -P  © - 

C ft  ft  >4 


« S ® s 


o 


o 


& 
a . 

S'H 

^ ft 


k S-1 
3 33 

P 

ft 


c o 
3 'M 


•r*  w 
> _D 


be 

ft  .5 

2§-3 
© 


© _ - 
OS'S  O 
© © 

b£:2  J4 

53  © ft 
3 ffl  H 
© © *"• 

B 5-43 

. Cu  © 

S/§  I 

jli 

ft  © 3 " 


© 

*-l 

O 

a 

-p 

o 

a 

fcuo 

c 

‘3 

'3 

-p 

s 

o 

© 


ft 

© 

ft 

'p 

© 

02 

© 

p 

Ph 

ft 

o 

>4 

© 

ft 


ft 

3 

S3 


ft 

3 

O 

>4 

© 

ft 


s ^ 


>> 

ft 

© 

© 

* 


P 

© 

p-t 

o 

© 

PH 

02 

© 

P 

Ph 

nT  k*ft 
^.2® 
w & 

3 

o 

o 

-P 

3 

ft 

3 

o 

o £ 
3^3  © 

3 

P 

© 

— 

o 

cp 

CN 

3 

~ 

— 

-P 

© 

P 

O 

s 

-u> 

o 


2 

a 

ft 

3 

O 

>4 


be  be 


o 

13 

TS 

© 

ft 

'p 

o 

02 

© 

P 

ft 


o 

13 

73 

© 

ft 

© 

oo 

© 

p 

ft 

73 


-3 

ft 


CO 


a s 


>4 

© 

-3 


^ ft 

.S^  © 

>4  * GJ 

4*  ©ft 
^ a ft 
ft  ^ o ' 
3 ft 

02  CO 


§ ©S 

© 35  13 

Is: 

■§a  ft 


« £' 

02  ft 

02  -Tj 

02  2 .3  3.3 
ej  3 02  -b  r! 
O » o;  "2 

73  8>«.2  §• 

§-= 


° a 

53 

02  © 
’S3  B " 
© 02 

^ >4(3 

a.g'g  ° 


bo 

p 

o 

-p 

o 

bo 

p 

■o 

o 

3 

O 

-P 

O 

CO 

•P 

]B 

3 

3 

be 

be 

© 

>4 

© 

J2 

>4 

© 

-Q 

3 

be 

d 

-P 

.2 

•5 

00 

02 

«J 

.jj 

3 

a 

3 

-p 

4-s 

3 

3 

O 

© 

'S 

-p 

5s 

-p 

3 

3 

3 

P © 

3 

3 

*3  , 
-p  -P 

bjD 

M 

3 

O 

© 

3 

O 

© 

"m 

m 

BE) 

3 02 

a 

^2 

3 3 
U 3 

’3 

2 

-p 

M 

3 

ft 

be 

3 

M 5 

o 

© f © 2 

1 -£  ©-°  o 


S-I  ^ 


3 bos  S 

° ^ 
-1  •— ^ o 

J3 
CO 


CO 


© io  vi/ , 

1 ft  ® h a 

, © p © © ftl 


co 


— bJC 

^a.S‘ 

■ >4 

ft 
3 
02 


4 .3 


c n or: 

« o S 

p « p 
<Q  <V 

ft^  Oh 

©ft  1) 
p J* 
ft®  ft 

O ® O’ 


© © 2 

® o s ® .9  o 

3 be^j  be  © br  o 


© 
ft 

© 

3 2 _ 

2ft2  2®  2S.2  5 

3 5%Sj3 


© 

02 


CO  02  CO  CO 


© © 

<5  <*j 

02 

T2  bt 

be  s 

c P 

1 ^ 

o V, 

a 

4s  ft 

® § 

E ^ 

i/)  o 

ft  © 


be 


'(N  “ 
O © 

r-H  <tj 


nr 

s 


^ o 

$ p* 

M-sB 

.2  OQ 

3^  a 

ft  02 


m ^3  © 

io^ 

J&I 

O ft  ^ 

ft  ft  Q 

«8  ft  ft 

•-cP  3 

23-  * 
o t£j  ft 

^ O 

© ^ ft 

<t  © y_ 

O 

§-^  ® 
3S  3 
CO  02 


be 

a 

w 

O 

5 

^>4 

s 

ft 


„ o 
• ft 
02 
be 
© 
ft 

ft 

o 

o 

ft 

.2  o 


*p 

© 

CO 

Do. 

6 

Q 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

p 

Do. 

Do. 

6 

C 

r-» 

GO  ^ 
(M 

02  . 

GO 

CO 

o> 

CO 

Ol 

00 

02 

CO 

iO 

lO 

(M 

1 

1 

1 

^ 3 

-Q 

S-t 

ft 

© 

ft 

“ 

* 

* 

- 

Proceedings  for  Contraventions  of  Statutes — continued. 


79 


.2  © 

52  X 

3 CO 

'o  '3 

3 O . 

CC-g  be 
73  Jib 

© 52  a 

u _ 3 
© •*  O 
Q.  GO  t*-< 

J§-8 

^ § 52 
&a  3 

X « 
02  <1 


Pm 


73 

50  73 
. 0) 
go  ,3 

l>  GO 

«‘S 

x 2 

,-s  a 

te  7* 

? cS 

go  -+3 

10  § 

1>  I® 

3 co 

efl  52  . 

p *g 

Isi 

P&S 

J I 

Pm 


GO 


8 g^ 

^ a ^ 

73  sg-^ 
S ° B 

.3  © 

Pm  Pm 


3 

's 

02 


© 

o 

.g  © 

a? 

be  o 


be 

G 

"35 

15 

75 

© 

-Q 


73 

3 

O 

>> 

© 

X 

oo 

3 

O 

a 

© 

bJO 

3 


a 

.bjO 

*3 

73 

3 

3 


iO  ^ 
7-1  © 

oo  :2 


© 

'ii  Ml 

© o 

a £ S 

!jh 

a^  a 

bcg3*^ 

ill-a 


75 

3 

O 

>» 

© 

X 


3 


75 

3 

O 

>» 


<X 


5 5 

-to  © J5  © 
'S' 


-3  3 


© 

CO  - 40  TO 

3-3  §-S 

CQ  .!-<  0} 

.1 

s |g  o 

^ ^+3  ts 
73  -a  © X 
s 2 © o 
3 o ^ w 

p-a  ;£§ 

© CO  .3  © 

lift 


§.9 

-3  33 
© 


bO 


3 3c 

3 O £ 
■P  r;  Jj 

.a'St.s 

$ s S 


S J o M 

« 3 

- *fS*a 

S O O 

a?  a 


-S  © 

O >»  CO 

X ^ 3 

Ph^-S 

^?o 
33  53  Is 
"©  3 P 
i«3  ® 


O 

31 


73 

3 

O 

* 

32 


73 

3 

O 

>> 

© 

X 


-P>  Si 


© 


© 

go  co 


>>  bC 

B ..  x -2  ^ 

© -m>  x -t3  © o >>.  331 

bo^  1 sfi  I 'a-s  * 

s^ilf  ® o 

si^lFllllllil 

■a  l.Su$*  &>.£  .JPik 

hn  © X © 3 ©rrj  ©7;  © g © k.® 

^pC  S.al3  pn  P-S  PX>P 
s m " ®-5  o)  3 ® o o<«  o ^ 


bs 


e3 

bJO 

© 

O 

o 

o 

"© 

p 

3 

3 

a 

a 

be 

Sh 

73 

_s 

3 

c 

bp 

be 

bo 

3 

be 

3 © 
O « 
-3  tj 
© 


;o©®©2a)2®SRcuoS®©©c3 
OX  ®X  §X  £>X  2-3  rtX  © -3  3 
*M  n . 3 o.y  O.x  0,3  o 


« §<  p §«  ►»  §«.  _ 

X -3  X X 

GO  C/2  GO  GO 


p fe  P 2 

° O ^ 0~ 
-3  XI 

GO  CZ2 


p*>p 
© .5  © 

© 35  © 

' Q 


P„  - 
o u o 
x 

GO 


©>,©>,©>,©> 
P cj  P 3 P S A « 

© *t3  © tS  ® 73  ©T" 
© .2  © -2  © .2  © .2 
— fi  o X ’q  X 'o  X 3 X *3 
lx  ^X  ©*x 
o ^ o O O ^ O 


CO  GO  GO  CO  C/2 


JSJ 

.p  05  <3 

?“a 

14  ® 3 

© bo  •- 
SR  ®Q 
2 Q3  M 

Sjg 

33  e« 
X O 
M OT3 

csPm  O 

® r.  r° 

ffi.a^ 


.2  c5  ° 

~3  ’S 

Pm  GO 


P 

o 

X 

CO 


© 

P 

g 

Q 

73 


"co  © 
©^ 
oO 

O 3 4 

73 
3 


* 

of  © of  t*C. 

05  ^ 05  3 

-*  O 5h 

4M  bo  tf  ^T1  . 
« s 2x  O 
<•^<3  ®P 

co  ,5  co  k2 

PQ  PES 

X X 

GO  GO 


O O O O O 

Q P fi  Q P 


o o o o o 

ft  P Q a a 


oooooooo 

pQQfiQQQQ 


(M  CM  <M 


be 

3 

< 


Proceedings  for  Contraventions  of  Statutes — continued. 


80 


a^ 

c 

T3  <s 

© i 


~ 73 

ftjD 


to 

US 

CM 

>> 

to 

O 

CO 

tA 

to 

US 

(M 

£ 

P 

6 

6 

o 

p 

o 

P 

3 

G 

03 

ft 

ft 

Q 

3 

c 

03 

ft 

ft 

13 

G 

03 

ft  ( 

e3  G 

o 

73  g 
oj  ^ 
3 cS 
03 

o 


0Q 

J 


73 

g 

o 

>» 

CD 

ft 


73 

G 

o 

0 

ft 


5 ft 


be 


73 

a 

o 

03 

ft 


o o ,o 


_c 

a 

ej 


r=J 

ft 


88 

See  p 
■n  o 


be  be 


G O 
03  >> 
G 03 

73 

G 

c3 

73 

g 

c3 

•§  t .S’ 

os  ce  w 

o 

03 

^2 

CO 

be 

‘3 

'TJ  o 

G >» 

- i 

03 

jg 

o 

p 

d 

jjj 

>> 

>> 

>>  73 

73 

g 

ft  » 
ft  03 

es  4j 

Sh 

03  P 
G 3 

03  ^ a3  ^ 2 

to 

03 

~t3 

G 

c$ 

© P M 

c 

73 

be  qj 
O h 

.2^ 

-4-3 

O o 

P ^ 

0 O/^O 
•2  ^3  .2  ^3  W t, 
4-^  _|_j  c3 

P 

03 

to 

a 

o OS 

•-ef 2 

G 

c3 

t3 

i 

o 

>> 


73 

a 

o 

>> 

CD 

ft 


5*1  ^ 


;g  o 


S OaJOajOcj^5 

>■>2  >>ft  T-  ft  73  ft  73  ft  w 

n*  -5  cS  Q."-!  Q.ft  ftft  ® 


. ftft  ™ . ■„ 

"o  o t o t o CS  be 

b/o^  bc^  g>ft  tt-c  g>ft  » e 


©J2  c'o.S 

• — ft  •—  ft  ft 


g <2  g £ c <2  g ~ g ft  bo 
5 o o‘|  o I § &p'S 
u o «-§  ° o u o^.S 
b£T5  bJO-rj  bCn^  bO-ft  5P  ° C 
CdJdajCoCdjC" 
ftftftftftftftftft 


s § 


u « boS 


a>  a 
ft  1:2 
^ o 


o o w 

be.S  bCT3  c an-~  am 
G « G 03  ft  c hoc 
— ^ - rfi  S ft  ft 

Lfi’?  2 O TS  '£  £ t rs  -a  rd 


.So 


a ® 

O T5 
o Jfc; 

2° 
o £ 

73 


73  ■ 

5 "o 

tw 

<M  ft  <M 

2^2 
>> 


o 


cc  O 


P ft>P 

2 3 ° 

<3  ©<* 

ft^  ft 
o“^o 
ft  -a 

a?  co 


.00  O 

b aj§ 

«3  ft 

C3M 


o o 

Q £ 


03  £ 
O £ 
ft  03 

O X 
ft  CO 


o o 
Q ft 


o o o o 

ft  ft  ft  ft 


CO 

<M 

no 

M . 

os  bo 


ft 

03 

CO 


Proceedings  for  Contraventions  of  Statutes — continued. 


81 


